
DANIEL



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP  



• "Despite the fact that critics argue that all 
of Daniel (or at least chs. 7-12) was 
written in the Maccabean period (i.e., c. 
165 B.C.), the evidence definitely favors a 
date around 530 B.C. 1. The whole book 
claims to come from the same Daniel who 
was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar in 
605 B.C. (1:1) and who lived at least until 
the third year of Cyrus (536 B.C.; cf. 7:1; 
8:1; 9:1; 10:1, 2; 11:1; 12:5).



• "2. Our Lord Jesus Christ referred to the 
last section of the book (9:27; 11:31;12:11) 
as the work of Daniel the prophet (Matt. 
24:15). This is the very section the critics 
most often dispute. The Christian chooses 
Christ over the critics.



• "The Book of Ezekiel, which is recognized even 
by critics as a work of the sixth century, refers 
three times to Daniel as a famous believer 
(Ezek. 14:14, 20; 28:3). 4. The teaching of the 
Jewish Talmud attributes this book to the 
Daniel of the sixth century B.C.



• "5. A careful comparison of the linguistic 
style and vocabulary of Daniel with books 
from the Maccabean period (second 
century B.C.) reveals that Daniel is not 
from that period but from an earlier one.



• "6. The basic objection behind critical 
attempts to give a late date to Daniel is 
the alleged impossibility of anyone 
knowing several centuries in advance the 
details of the great successive world 
governments. But this antisupernatural 
bias is not a sound basis for scholarship, 
nor is there any problem for one who 
believes in the existence of the Creator of 
this world.



• "The real problem of the critics is Genesis 
1:1, not supernatural prophecy It is also 
worth noting that Jesus considered Daniel 
a prophet of future events and not merely 
a historian of events that had already 
happened (Matt. 24:15).""  (Norman 
Geisler, A Popular Survey Of The Old 
Testament, 4568-4581 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)



TIME OF WRITING

• The Book of Daniel was completed by 530 
B.C.  



KEY PASSAGE

• Daniel 2:20-22-20  Daniel answered and said: 
"Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For 
wisdom and might are His.  21  And He changes 
the times and the seasons; He removes kings and 
raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise And 
knowledge to those who have understanding.  22  
He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what 
is in the darkness, And light dwells with Him.



BOOK STRUCTURE

• The Historical Section (1-6)   

• The Prophetic Section (7-12)



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



ONE  (606 B.C.)



• Daniel (along with several other Hebrews) are 
taken captive to Babylon.  This happened in 
606, and is also recorded in 2 Kings 24:1-13.   

• S p e c i fi c a l l y m e n t i o n e d a r e D a n i e l  
(Belteshazzar), Hannaniah (Shadrach), Mishael 
(Meshach), and Azariah (Abed-Nego).   

• We read here of how Daniel refused to eat 
and drink the Babylonian foods which were 
dedicated to the evil gods.  



• Daniel proposes a test to Asphenaz, the chief 
of the eunuchs.  Let Daniel and his friends eat 
only vegetables and water for ten days; and if 
they appear to be in good health, let them 
abstain from the sinful Babylonian foods.   

• The Hebrews prevail in the test.   

• They become well-known to the people for 
t h e i r w i s d o m , a n d s e r v e t h e k i n g 
Nebuchadnezzar himself.  



• Daniel 1:8-But Daniel purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king's delicacies, 
nor with the wine which he drank; 
therefore he requested of the chief of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.



• Daniel 1:19-21-19  Then the king 
interviewed them, and among them all none 
was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah; therefore they served before 
the king.  20  And in all matters of wisdom 
and understanding about which the king 
examined them, he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and astrologers 
who were in all his realm  21  Thus Daniel 
continued until the first year of King Cyrus.



TWO (605 B.C.)



• King Nebuchadnezzar has a horrible dream in the 
second year of his reign.   

• He summons all of his magicians, astrologers, the 
sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his 
dreams and the interpretation thereof.   If they tell 
the dream and tell the interpretation, they will live 
and be given great riches and honors; if not, they will 
die.    

• They are unable to tell the king his dream, and in his 
rage, Nebuchadnezzar orders the wise men to be 
killed.  



• Daniel and his friends are about to be killed with the 
magicians, when Daniel goes to Arioch (the captain 
of the king's guard) and asks why they are killing the 
wise men.   

• Daniel makes this known to Hannaniah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, and they seek God in prayer.   

• The Lord tells the dream and the interpretation to 
Daniel.   

• Daniel tells Arioch that he has the facts, and Arioch 
brings him to Nebuchadnezzar.  



• Daniel 2:25-45-25  Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before 
the king, and said thus to him, "I have found a man of the 
captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the 
interpretation."  26  The king answered and said to Daniel, 
whose name was Belteshazzar, "Are you able to make known 
to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?"  
27  Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, 
"The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the 
astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot 
declare to the king.  28  But there is a God in heaven who 
reveals secrets, and He has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, 
and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: 



• 29  As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while 
on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; 
and He who reveals secrets has made known to you what 
will be.  30  But as for me, this secret has not been 
revealed to me because I have more wisdom than 
anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the 
interpretation to the king, and that you may know the 
thoughts of your heart.  31  "You, O king, were watching; 
and behold, a great image! This great image, whose 
splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form 
was awesome.  32  This image's head was of fine gold, its 
chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 



• 33  its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of clay.  34  You watched while a stone 
was cut out without hands, which struck the 
image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke 
them in pieces.  35  Then the iron, the clay, the 
bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed 
together, and became like chaff from the 
summer threshing floors; the wind carried 
them away so that no trace of them was found. 
And the stone that struck the image became a 
great mountain and filled the whole earth. 



• 36  "This is the dream. Now we will tell the 
interpretation of it before the king.  37  You, O 
king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has 
given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory;  
38  and wherever the children of men dwell, or the 
beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He 
has given them into your hand, and has made you 
ruler over them all—you are this head of gold.  39  
But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior 
to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, 
which shall rule over all the earth. 



• 40  And the fourth kingdom shall be as 
strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in 
pieces and shatters everything; and like 
iron that crushes, that kingdom will break 
in pieces and crush all the others.  41  
Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly 
of potter's clay and partly of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength 
of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw 
the iron mixed with ceramic clay.



• 42  And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron 
and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly 
strong and partly fragile.  43  As you saw iron 
mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the 
seed of men; but they will not adhere to one 
another, just as iron does not mix with clay.  44  
And in the days of these kings the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people; it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 



• 45  Inasmuch as you saw that the stone 
was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold—the great God has made known to 
the king what will come to pass after this. 
T h e d r e a m i s c e r t a i n , a n d i t s 
interpretation is sure."  



THREE (581 B.C.)



• Here we read of how king Nebuchadnezzar is 
building a huge golden statue of himself.   

• It is declared that at certain times, when certain 
instruments are played, that the people of Babylon 
are to bow down and worship the gold image that 
Nebuchadnezzar is setting up of himself.   

• However, the three Hebrews-Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego, refuse to bow down.   

•   They are arrested and brought before the king.  



• Daniel 3:16-18-16  Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer 
you in this matter.  17  If that is the case, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver 
us from your hand, O king.  18  But if not, let 
it be known to you, O king, that we do not 
serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold 
image which you have set up."



• They are brought to a fiery furnace, 
where they are miraculously protected 
and delivered by one like "the son of 
God."  



• D a n i e l 3 : 2 4 - 2 5 - 2 4  T h e n K i n g 
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he 
rose in haste and spoke, saying to his 
counselors, "Did we not cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire?" They 
answered and said to the king, "True, O 
king."  25  "Look!" he answered, "I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; 
and they are not hurt, and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God."



• At this point, Nebuchadnezzar praises 
God and orders that anyone who speaks 
against Him  be killed.   

• We read also of the way that the king now 
promotes Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego.  



CHAPTER FOUR (571 B.C.)  



• Nebuchadnezzar has another dream which greatly 
bothers him.   

• The dream is of a tree that became strong and great.  
It was beautiful and had lots of fruit, and the beasts of 
the field and the birds of the air found shelter therein.  
All of a sudden, he heard a loud voice calling for the 
tree to be chopped down.  The stump was to be left, 
but it was to given a heart like a beast, and seven 
"times" were to pass over him.   

• This was to be done so that the living might know 
that the Most High rules in the kingdoms of men.  



• Daniel explained to the king that the dream had 
reference to Nebuchadnezzar himself going 
made for seven "seasons" (the Babylonians 
reckoned that there were two seasons in a 
year; so this was a period of 3 1/2 years).   

• Nebuchadnezzar went mad.  He was driven 
from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had 
grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like 
birds' claws.  



• At the end of the time, Nebuchadnezzar's 
sanity returns and he becomes a 
worshiper and follower of the one true 
God, Jehovah.  



• Daniel 4:34-37-34  And at the end of the time I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and 
my understanding returned to me; and I blessed 
the Most High and praised and honored Him who 
lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to 
generation.  35  All the inhabitants of the earth 
are reputed as nothing; He does according to His 
will in the army of heaven And among the 
inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His 
hand Or say to Him, "What have You done?" 



• "36  At the same time my reason returned 
to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my 
honor and splendor returned to me. My 
counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was 
restored to my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added to me.  37  Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor 
the King of heaven, all of whose works are 
truth, and His ways justice. And those who 
walk in pride He is able to put down.



CHAPTER FIVE (552 B.C.)



• Belshazzar, the next king of Babylon, 
threw a pagan feast.   

• During the feast, a hand appeared and 
wrote the following words: Mene, Mene 
(To Number) , Tekel (To Weigh), and 
Upharsin (To Divide).   

• Daniel provides the interpretation: 



• Dan ie l 5 : 26 -28 -26  Th i s i s the 
interpretation of each word. MENE: God 
has numbered your kingdom, and finished 
it;  27  TEKEL: You have been weighed in 
the balances, and found wanting;  28  
PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, 
and given to the Medes and Persians."



• The Medes and the Persians joined forces 
and overthrew Babylon.   

• Darius the Mede became the king over 
Babylon.  



• Daniel 5:30-31-30  That very night 
Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was 
slain.  31  And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years 
old.



CHAPTER 6 (539 B.C.)  



• If Daniel was twelve years old when he 
was taken captive in 606, then he is 72 
years old when the events of this chapter 
happen.   

• However, many believe that he was 
actually in his eighties at this point in his 
life.  



• The enemies of Daniel want to find a way to 
entrap him and kill him.  They propose to the 
king that for thirty days, no one be allowed to 
pray to any god except to Darius (remember 
that many kings of ancient lands portrayed 
themselves as gods to the people).  If they do, 
they will be cast into a den of lions and killed.   

• When the decree was enacted, what did 
Daniel do?  



• Daniel 6:10-Now when Daniel knew that 
the writing was signed, he went home. 
And in his upper room, with his windows 
open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on 
his knees three times that day, and prayed 
and gave thanks before his God, as was his 
custom since early days.



• The enemies tell Darius about Daniel's 
violation of the edict, and he is greatly 
disturbed.  He tries to find a way to save 
Daniel, but the Medes and Persians had a 
law which stated no written law could be 
countermanded.   

• So Daniel was cast into the lions' den.  



• Daniel 6:20-22-20  And when he came to the 
den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to 
Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, 
"Daniel, servant of the living God, has your 
God, whom you serve continually, been able to 
deliver you from the lions?"  21  Then Daniel 
said to the king, "O king, live forever!  22  My 
God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, 
so that they have not hurt me, because I was 
found innocent before Him; and also, O king, I 
have done no wrong before you."



• The enemies of Daniel, and their families, 
were then cast into the lions den.   

• Darius made a decree that all the people 
should worship and serve God and not 
speak evil against Him.   

• Daniel prospers in the kingdom of the 
Medes and the Persians.  



CHAPTER SEVEN (553 B.C.)



• Daniel has a vision that greatly troubles 
him.   

• Notice that this dream was actually 
received in 553 B.C., although it may not 
have been written down until later.  



• Daniel has a vision of four great "beasts."   

• The fourth beast tries to devour the saints 
of God.  As he watches, it breaks down 
into ten "horns."   

• Then, a "little horn" rises up from the ten, 
before whom three of the ten fall down.   

• What does this mean?  



BEAST ONE

• Daniel 7:4-The first was like a lion, and had 
eagle's wings. I watched till its wings were 
plucked off; and it was lifted up from the 
earth and made to stand on two feet like a 
man, and a man's heart was given to it.



BEAST TWO

• Daniel 7:5-And suddenly another beast, a 
second, like a bear. It was raised up on one 
side, and had three ribs in its mouth between 
its teeth. And they said thus to it: 'Arise, 
devour much flesh!'



BEAST THREE

• Daniel 7:6-After this I looked, and there was 
another, like a leopard, which had on its back 
four wings of a bird. The beast also had four 
heads, and dominion was given to it.



BEAST FOUR

• Daniel 7:7-After this I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful 
and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge 
iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in 
pieces, and trampling the residue with its 
feet. It was different from all the beasts that 
were before it, and it had ten horns.



LITTLE HORN

• Daniel 7:8-I was considering the horns, and 
there was another horn, a little one, coming 
up among them, before whom three of the 
first horns were plucked out by the roots. 
And there, in this horn, were eyes like the 
eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words.



THREE KEYS TO 
UNDERSTANDING THIS VISION

• We are blessed that the angel to whom 
Daniel is speaking gives him the keys to 
interpret this vision.  



ONE: "BEAST" = "KING"

• Daniel 7:17-Those great beasts, which are 
four, are four kings which arise out of the 
earth.



TWO: "KING" = 
"KINGDOM"  

• Daniel 7:23-Thus he said: 'The fourth beast 
shall be A fourth kingdom on earth, Which 
shall be different from all other kingdoms, 
And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it 
and break it in pieces.



THREE: "BEAST" = "KING" = 
"KINGDOM"  

• Daniel 7:24-The ten horns are ten kings Who 
shall arise from this kingdom. And another 
shall rise after them; He shall be different 
from the first ones, And shall subdue three 
kings.



• So Daniel has a vision of four kingdoms or 
empires.   The fourth one will be exceedingly 
wicked, attacking the saints of God, but will 
somehow give rise to ten smaller kingdoms.  
From that ten-fold division, another kingdom 
will arise which will attack the saints even 
more, before whom three of the kingdoms 
would fall.   

• So that raises the important question: who are 
these kingdoms?  



THE FIRST KINGDOM (THE LION 
WITH EAGLES' WINGS) IS BABYLON

• First, several other passages of Scripture refer to Babylon as a 
lion and an eagle (cf. Deuteronomy 28:50; Isaiah 5:28-29; 
Jeremiah 4:7; Ezekiel 17:3; 28:2).   

• Second, archaeologists have confirmed that the winged lion was 
a national mascot of ancient Babylon.   

• Finally, the reference to the humiliation of this king, as well as to 
its' receiving the heart of a man, only makes sense in context of 
Daniel 4 (Nebuchadnezzar being made like a beast and then 
having his sanity returned to him).  



"The lion and eagle are both 
symbols of Babylon (Jeremiah 
49:19; 50:17, 44; 48:40; 49:22; 
Ezekiel 17:3, 12).  The wings 
represent speed; the rapidity of the 
Babylonian conquest of the old 
Assyrian Empire."  (Emanuel B. 
Daugherty, A Commentary On The 
Book Of Daniel, 134; Bethlehem, 
W.V.)  



"Second, statues of winged lions, which are believed 
to have been representative of the empire, have been 
found in the ruins of Babylon, and lions adorned the 
famous Ishtar Gate.  Although the text does not 
specifically interpret the rest of the verse, the 
meaning of the symbolism would naturally be 
expected to be found in the descriptions of 
Nebuchadnezzar (who embodied the Babylonian 
Empire) presented elsewhere in the book."  (Stephen 
R. Miller, The New American Commentary Volume 18: 
Daniel-An Exegetical And Theological Exposition Of 
Holy Scripture, 197 (Kindle Edition); Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group)  



• The next kingdom after Babylon was the 
Medes and the Persians.  These two 
nations formed an alliance to try and 
overthrow Babylon.  The rulers of Babylon 
tried to form an alliance with Egypt and 
Lydia to stand against them; but they were 
no match.  Indeed, the league of Babylon, 
Lydia, and Egypt became the "ribs" in the 
mouth of the Medo-Persian Alliance.  



"The bear with one side higher than the 
other represented the combined empire of 
the Medes and Persians.  The beast 
corresponds to the chest and arms of silver.  
Babylon, in fear of Cyrus, formed a coalition 
with the kingdoms of Egypt and Lydia.  
These are represented by the three ribs in 
the bear's mouth, which proved to be no 
match for the armies of Cyrus.  Lydia fell to 
the Persians in 544 BC; Babylon, in 537 BC; 
and Egypt, in 523 BC."  (Ken Johnson, 
Ancient Book Of Daniel, 85 (Kindle Edition)    



• The third kingdom to arise after the Medes and 
Persians was Greece.  Notice that a leopard is 
generally known for its' speed and rapidity (cf. Isaiah 
11:6; Jeremiah 5:6; 13:23; Hosea 13:7; Habakkuk 1:8; 
Song of Solomon 4:8).   

• Everyone marveled at the speed with which 
Alexander the Great conquered the known world.  A 
leopard is a fitting description of Greece.   

• Notice that the kingdom of Greek would be divided 
"four" ways.  When Alexander died, Greece was 
divided between his four generals.  



• "The four heads of the Grecian leopard 
are examined more closely at Daniel 
chapter 11. The Macedonian Empire was 
divided into four warring groups headed 
by Alexander's generals. The four generals 
that divided Greece into four parts were 
Ptolemy, Cassander, Lysimachus, and 
Seleucus (more on this at chapter 
11)."  (John Robertson, Daniel:Robertson's 
Notes, 2766-2770 (Kindle Edition))



• The next kingdom which arose after Greece 
was the Romans.   

• This kingdom launched a series of brutal 
attacks against the church of Christ in the 
first four centuries A.D.  Beginning in 476, 
however, civil war tore through the Empire 
and it began to disintegrate.   

• Astonishingly, Rome eventually broke down 
into TEN KINGDOMS.  



• "Irenaeus, writing in the second century, continued 
to see the ten horns as a later development of the 
Roman Empire.  He tells of John in Revelation 
writing “concerning the ten kings who shall then 
arise, among whom the empire which now rules (the 
earth) shall be portioned.”  In other words, ten 
horns have to do with the breakup of the Roman 
Empire.  “Early in the third century, Hippolytus saw 
himself as living under the fourth kingdom but with 
the ten horns as something yet in his future: “The 
ten horns were emblems of the kingdoms are yet to 
rise.”  



• "By the fifth century A.D., the declining Roman Empire 
disintegrated into ten barbaric parts ushering in the Middle 
Ages…“…It was a time of upheaval; powers and borders 
were in flux.  For this reason, not all scholars will list all the 
same names, nor exactly ten.  Nonetheless, the following 
typical list of the peoples involved can generally be confirmed 
by any history book covering the fall of the Roman Empire: 
Burgundians, Franks, Heruli, Huns, Lombards, Ostrogoths, 
Saxons, Suevi, Vandals, and Visitoghts. “Western Roman 
Empire had disintegrated; the predicted ten horns had 
become a historical reality.  (David Vaughn Elliott, Nobody 
Left Behind: Insight Into “End-Time” Prophecies, 162; Methuen, 
Massachusetts; privately published)  



THE LITTLE HORN

• The text tells us that the "little horn" arose from the ten-
fold division of the Roman Empire.  Further, we are 
informed that it would think it had the intention to 
change "times and laws."  In the Old Testament, this 
usually had reference to DIVINE "times" (seasons) and 
Divine laws (cf. Daniel 2:21).   

• Times (Leviticus 23:2, 4, 37, 44)   

• Laws (Daniel 6:5; Ezra 7:12, 21).  



• Only one power arose from the remnants 
of the Roman Empire which persecuted 
the people of God and tried to claim the 
authority to change God's Word: the 
papacy of the Roman Catholic church.



• Daniel also has a vision in this chapter of the kingdom 
of God being established (Daniel 7:13-14).  Please 
notice that all of the clues here point to the 
establishment of the church of Christ:  

• The Son of Man going to the Ancient of Days with 
the clouds of heaven (cf. Acts 1:9-11);  

• Dominion, glory, and a kingdom given to Him (Acts 
2:36; Mark 16:19-20; Colossians 1:13) 

• All peoples and nations before Him (Acts 2:5);  

• All languages serving Him (Acts 2:4-13)  



CHAPTER EIGHT (551 B.C.)

• This will be covered soon in a special study.   

• Daniel has a vision of the Medes and the 
Persians fighting against the Greeks, and the 
aftermath of these battles.  



CHAPTER 9 (539 B.C.)

• Daniel realizes that the time for the Hebrews 
to return has nearly arrived.  He sets himself 
to pray for his people with fasting, confessing 
his sins and asking for God's intervention.   

• God sent an angel with a message for him of 
the seventy weeks (which we will be studying 
in more detail soon).  



CHAPTER 10 (536 B.C.)  

• God has fulfilled His promise and many of the 
Jews have returned to the land of Israel.  
Daniel prays for them for twenty-one days, 
and is eventually given the answer.   

• This chapter teaches us a great deal,  
especially about spiritual warfare.  



CHAPTERS ELEVEN 
THROUGH TWELVE (536 B.C.)

• These chapters contain detailed historical 
information about what would happen 
between the close of the Old Testament (c. 
408 B.C.) and the opening of the New 
Testament (ca. 27 A.D.)   

• We will cover these in great detail soon.  



SPECIAL STUDIES



ONE LIKE "THE SON OF 
GOD"



• In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar witnesses a 
fourth person in the fiery furnace that he 
identifies as one "like the Son of God."   

• Many translations render this as one of 
the "sons of God."   

• Which is more accurate?  



• "Like the son of God - There are two 
inquiries which arise in regard to this 
expression: one is, what was the idea denoted 
by the phrase as used by the king, or who did 
he take this personage to be? the other, who 
he actually was? In regard to the former 
inquiry, it may be observed, that there is no 
evidence that the king referred to him to 
whom this title is so frequently applied in the 
New Testament, the Lord Jesus Christ.



• "This is clear (1) because there is no reason to 
believe that the king had “any” knowledge whatever 
that there would be on earth one to whom this title 
might be appropriately given;  (2) there is no 
evidence that the title was then commonly given to 
the Messiah by the Jews, or, if it was, that the king of 
Babylon was so versed in Jewish theology as to be 
acquainted with it; and (3) the language which he 
uses does not necessarily imply that, even “if” he 
were acquainted with the fact that there was a 
prevailing expectation that such a being would 
appear on the earth, he designed so to use it. 



• "The insertion of the article “the,” which is not in 
the Chaldee, gives a different impression from what 
the original would if literally interpreted. There is 
nothing in the Chaldee to limit it to “any” “son of 
God,” or to designate anyone to whom that term 
could be applied as peculiarly intended. It would 
seem probable that our translators meant to convey 
the idea that ““the” Son of God” peculiarly was 
intended, and doubtless they regarded this as one of 
his appearances to men before his incarnation; but it 
is clear that no such conception entered into the 
mind of the king of Babylon.



• "The Chaldee is simply, לבר־אלחין דמה 

dâmeh̄ lebar 'el̆âhıŷn - “like to A son of 
God,” or to a son of the gods - since the 
word אלחין 'el̆âhıŷn (Chaldee), or אלהים 

'el̆ohıŷm (Hebrew), though often, and 
indeed usually applied to the true God, is 
in the plural number, and in the mouth of 
a pagan would properly be used to denote 
the gods that he worshipped. 



• "The article is not prefixed to the word “son,” 
and the language would apply to anyone who 
might properly be called a son of God. The 
Vulgate has literally rendered it, “like to A son 
of God” - similis filio Dei; the Greek in the same 
way - ὁμοία ὑιῷ θεοῦ homoia huiō theou; the 
Syriac is like the Chaldee; Castellio renders it, 
quartus formam habet Deo nati similem - “the 
fourth has a form resembling one born of God;” 
Coverdale “the fourth is like an angel to look 
upon;”



• "Luther, more definitely, und der vierte ist 
gleich, als ware er ein Sohn der Gotter - “and 
the fourth as if he might be “a” son of the 
gods.” It is clear that the authors of none of 
the other versions had the idea which our 
translators supposed to be conveyed by the 
text, and which implies that the Babylonian 
monarch “supposed” that the person whom he 
saw was the one who afterward became 
incarnate for our redemption."  (Albert Barnes, 
Commentary On Daniel, emphasis added, M.T.)  



THE MADNESS OF 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR 



• "“Nebuchadrezzar pondered...his life was 
of no value to him [napishtush la iqer 
maharshu]... he was angry (or stood) and a 
favourable path (he took...and) Babylonia 
(...). To Amel- Marduk [his son and 
successor, and doubtless the regent during 
his madness] he speaks what was not...he 
then gives a different order but...he does 
not heed the mention of his name (or 
pronouncement), a courtier...



• "He changed but did not make any 
obstacle, before...Concerning the fortunes 
of Esagil [the temple of Marduk ] and 
Babylon and...the cult- centres of the great 
gods they considered...He does not have in 
mind (any concern) for son or daughter, 
for him there is no family and clan does 
not exist...In his heart for everything that 
was abunda(nt..) [dushshu[pat] – sweet].



• "His attention [uznushshu – in his ears] was 
not set to promoting the welfare of Esagil (and 
Babylon ). With ears pricked up (eagerly?) 
[turusha uznati geshtushu – a term used only 
for animals] he went in through the Holy 
Gate...he prays to the lord of lords, his hands 
raised (in supplication). He weeps bitterly to 
his god [ilishu], the great gods... His prayers go 
forth to....”  (Wiseman, Nebuchadnezzar And 
Babylon, 102; quoted in Bill Cooper, The 
Authenticity Of The Book Of Daniel)



VARIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
FINDS THAT CONFIRM THE BIBLE

• The following charts are from Joseph Holden 
and Norman Geisler's book, The Popular  
Handbook Of Popular Survey Of Archaeology 
And The Bible: Discoveries That Confirm The 
Reliability Of Scripture, 3330-3344 (Kindle 
Edition); Eugeene, Oregon; Harvest House 
Publishers.  

















WAS BELSHAZZAR THE LAST KING 
OF BABYLON OR WAS NABONIDUS?



• The Bible records that Belshazzar was the 
last king of Babylon (Daniel 5:1).  
However, some have objected that 
according to Babylonian records, 
Nabonidus was the last king of Babylon.   

• Is the Bible in error?  



• "On the contrary, the biblical notice has 
b e e n s t r i k i n g l y c o n fi r m e d b y 
archaeological evidence. During the 
previous centuries many scholars 
mistakenly assumed that “Belshazzar” 
was a mere legendary figure because none 
of the Greek historians, from Herodotus 
on, knew anything about Belshazzar or 
referred to his name.



• "While it is true that Nabonidus (the cuneiform 
spelling is Nabu-na’id) was indeed the head king 
of Babylon at the demise of the Chaldean 
Empire, it has now been well established that 
he was quartered at Tema in North Arabia at 
the time of Cyrus’s invasion of Babylonia. It was 
therefore his son, Belshazzar, who was in 
charge of Babylon itself (which at that time was 
considered impregnable to any besieging army), 
and who had been crowned as viceroy several 
years earlier during his father’s reign.



• "Excavations at Ur turned up an inscription 
of Nabunaid containing a prayer, first for 
himself, then for his firstborn son, Bel-shar-
uṣur. Such prayers were offered only for the 
reigning monarch (in a manner quite similar 
to the celebration of Holy Communion in 
the Anglican Church). Still other cuneiform 
documents record how Belshazzar 
presented sheep and oxen at the temples of 
Sippar as “an offering of the king.”



• "Since the name of Belshazzar had been 
forgotten by the time of Herodotus (ca. 
450 B.C.), it is clear that the author of 
Daniel 5 must have written this work a 
good deal earlier than 450 B.C.



• "That author was also well aware that 
Belshazzar was only number two king of 
Babylon in 539 B.C., for all he could offer 
Daniel as a reward for deciphering the 
inscription on the wall of the banquet hall 
w a s “ t h e t h i r d p l a c e i n t h e 
kingdom.”  (Gleason Archer, New 
International Encyclopedia Of Bible 
Difficulties, 7505-7518 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan)



• "Liberals had consistently denied the 
existence of this man. Then the inscriptions 
made it clear that he did indeed exist. It 
was then claimed he wasn’t king (since 
everyone knew that Nabonidus was king). 
The inscriptions make it clear that 
Belshazzar was co–regent with his father. It 
is still claimed that Daniel makes him 
supreme king but it’s clear from Daniel 
5:7,16, and 29 that this is not the case. 



• "It has been contended that the extra–
Biblical material never calls him king but it 
is true that the Persian Verse Account 
claims that Nabonidus “entrusted the 
kingship to him” (Young, page 116)."  (Jim 
McGuiggan, Daniel, 1305-1307 (Kindle 
Edition); Lubbock, TX; Sunset Institute 
Press)



ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE 
LION'S DEN OF DANIEL



• In Daniel 6, the enemies of Daniel try to find a 
way to trap Daniel.   

• They petition the king, Darius, to make a law that 
for thirty days, no person could worship or 
petition any god.  They could only petition the 
king himself.  When Daniel refuses this, he is cast 
into the lions' den.  Nevertheless, God delivers 
him. 

• Archaeology has confirmed these facts in 
Babylon's history.  



• "But the question that we need to answer here is 
this. Is there a cuneiform inscription from that time 
which alludes to the suspension of religious worship 
in Babylon – that same suspension of religious 
worship which led to Daniel’s condemnation? To 
which we can answer, yes, yes there is, and it is very 
precise. It is contained in the Nabonidus Chronicle. 
In line 16b- 17a of that inscription, we read this: 
“Until the end of the month the shields of Gutium 
[soldiers of Media] surrounded the gates of the 
Esagil [Marduk’s temple in Babylon ].” 11 
(Parentheses [] mine.)



• "Then immediately following this, on line 17b, we 
read this: “There was a cessation of everything in 
the Esagil and the (other) temples.” 12 And the 
following line (18) says: “...nothing was 
established while the appointed time had not 
passed.” 13 It is important to note here that the 
decree only had to be enforced locally – and for 
an appointed time by the army in Babylon . The 
gods of all the other cities were stored in Babylon 
and could not therefore be worshipped or prayed 
to in their own cities anyway.



• "The decree was made in the same month of 539 
BC in which Babylon fell, Tishri – the eighth month 
of the Babylonian calendar. One month later, the 
Chronicle tells us, the other gods were returned 
to their home cities – though this took a further 
four months to accomplish. So the Chronicle has 
the same period of time at the same point in 
history for the suspension of religious activity in 
Babylon that Daniel gives – one of 30 days, or one 
month!"  (Bill Cooper, The Authenticity Of The Book 
Of Daniel, 1173-1193 (Kindle Edition))  


