
ESTHER 



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP

• Jewish tradition ascribes the Book of Esther 
either to Ezra, Nehemiah, or Mordecai the 
Jew.  



PURPOSE OF THE BOOK 

• Historically, the Book of Esther teaches us 
about the deliverance of the Jewish people 
through courageous Queen Esther and 
Mordecai.   

• Doctrinally, the Book of Esther teaches us 
about the providence of God in delivering and 
safeguarding His people.  



KEY VERSE

• Esther 4:14-For if you remain completely 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance will 
arise for the Jews from another place, but 
you and your father's house will perish. Yet 
who knows whether you have come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?"



TIME FRAME OF THE BOOK 
OF ESTHER  

• Between the time-frame of Ezra 6 and 7, the 
events of the Book of Esther take place 
(486-464 B.C.).  



• "The events recorded in this book 
occurred during the Persian period of 
world history, 539 B.C. (Daniel 5:30–31) to 
331 B.C. (Daniel 8:1–27). Ahasuerus ruled 
from 486 to 465 B.C.; Esther covers the 
483–473 B.C. portion of his reign. The 
name Ahasuerus represents the Hebrew 
transliteration of the Persian name 
“Khshayarsha,” while “Xerxes” represents 
his Greek name.



• "These events occurred during the wider 
time span between the first return of the 
Jews after the seventy year captivity in 
Babylon (Daniel 9:1–19) under Zerubbabel 
(538 B.C., Ezra 1–6) and the second return 
led by Ezra (458 B.C., Ezra 7–10). 
Nehemiah’s journey (the third return) 
from Susa to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1–2) 
occurred later (445 B.C.)....



• "The Old Testament books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah tell the story of the Jews who 
returned to the land of promise following 
their seventy-year God-ordained captivity. 
This book, on the other hand, reveals 
what happened to the remnant of Jews 
who elected to remain in Persia."  (John 
MacArthur, Ruth & Esther: Women Of Faith, 
Bravery, And Hope, 45-51 (Kindle Edition); 
Nashville, TN: Word Publishing)



MAIN CHARACTERS OF 
THE BOOK 



ESTHER



• Esther's Hebrew name is Hadassah, and 
had been raised by her uncle Mordecai 
after the death of her parents (Esther 
2:5-7).   

• After the Queen Vashti refused to do an 
erotic dance for a bunch of drunken men, 
her husband divorced her and set out to 
find a new wife.  From all the women of 
the realm, Esther was chosen (Esther 1-2).  



MORDECAI



• Mordecai the Jew was very famous for his 
devotion to God and his refusal to submit to 
tyranny (Esther 3:1-5).   

• He became the object of Haman's wrath for 
refusing to bow down to Haman (Esther 
3:5-15).   

• He persuaded Esther to help protect the 
Hebrew people against the genocide Haman 
was preparing (Esther 4).  



HAMAN



• Haman was descended from one of the 
Canaanite tribes that the Israelites were 
supposed to dispel from the land of Canaan 
(Deuteronomy 28:63-64; Leviticus 18:24; 
20:24).  These people had a homicidal rage 
of the Israelites, so it is no wonder that 
Haman wanted so badly to destroy the Jews.   

• Throughout Esther, he plans a way to 
exterminate the Hebrews (Esther 3:7-15).  



AHASUERUS



• This is the king of the book, also known as 
Xerxes.   

• He is married to Esther, and ends up 
decreeing that the Jews may defend 
themselves in the face of Haman's plot 
(Esther 8-9) after he orders the death of 
Haman (Esther 7).  



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



1-2 (483-481 B.C.)  



• The king Ahasuerus (Greek word 
translating as "Xerxes) proclaims a royal 
feast; his wife, Vashti, publicly refuses his 
command to "dance" for the nobles of the 
land.   

• Vashti is divorced from Ahasuerus; his 
advisors encourage him to make a 
proclamation to seek a new queen.  (1)  



• Esther 1:1-4-1      Now it came to pass in the days of 
Ahasuerus (this was the Ahasuerus who reigned over 
one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India 
to Ethiopia),  2      in those days when King Ahasuerus 
sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in 
Shushan the citadel,  3      that in the third year of his 
reign he made a feast for all his officials and servants
—the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and 
the princes of the provinces being before him—  4    
when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom 
and the splendor of his excellent majesty for many 
days, one hundred and eighty days in all.



• This feast is referenced by Herodotus, the 
Greek historian.   

• Xerxes wanted to convene a meeting of 
his allies to try and arrange a campaign 
against the Greeks.  



• Esther is now introduced.  She is being 
raised by her cousin, Mordecai.   

• Esther and Mordecai are the descendants 
of some of the Hebrews who had been 
taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 
B.C.  According to Josephus, Esther is a 
direct descendant of King Saul.  



• Esther 2:5-7-5      In Shushan the citadel there was a 
certain Jew whose name was Mordecai the son of 
Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite.  
6      Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem with 
the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah 
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away.  7      And Mordecai had 
brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's 
daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The 
young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her 
father and mother died, Mordecai took her as his 
own daughter.



ESTHER "TAKEN" 

• The text tells us that Esther was "taken" by 
the king's men.   

• Mordecai encouraged her to stay quiet and 
not reveal her bloodlines.  



• Esther 2:8-So it was, when the king's 
command and decree were heard, and 
when many young women were gathered 
at Shushan the citadel, under the custody 
of Hegai, that Esther also was taken to the 
king's palace, into the care of Hegai the 
custodian of the women.



• "What they were suggesting was what 
we'd call today a beauty contest, plain and 
simple. Josephus, the Jewish historian, tells 
us there were as many as 400 women 
involved in this rather remarkable 
competition.



• "They would have a year in which to 
polish every seductive art, to enhance 
their beauty by pampering their bodies 
and applying the art of costume and 
cosmetics. Ultimately, it was intended that 
elegance, charm, physical beauty, and 
erotic seduction would carry the day. Each 
of them would spend a night with the 
king, and then he would make his choice....



• "Here, I'm intrigued by the passive tense 
and the verb itself. "was taken." In fact, 
this verb can mean "taken by force," and is 
so rendered in other parts of the Old 
Testament. Some Jewish scholars give that 
interpretation in this passage. I don't know 
if there was coercion involved; we're not 
told that Esther was "forced" to go. But I 
think it would be fair to say there was 
reluctance tance on her part.



• "Just stop and think: Why would a young 
Jewess want to get involved in a plan that 
would force her to leave the only family 
she had, under the guardianship of one she 
respected and loved, Mordecai? Why 
would she want to spend a year shut away 
in a harem, culminating in a night with a 
heathen king that might result in the 
possibility of intermarriage outside her 
race?



• "No question, I think it's safe to say she 
went reluctantly."  (Charles R. Swindoll, 
Esther: A Woman Of Strength & Dignity, 
489-508 (Kindle Edition); Nashville, TN: 
Word Publishing)  



QUEEN ESTHER

• Esther 2:17-The king loved Esther more than 
all the other women, and she obtained grace 
and favor in his sight more than all the 
virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her 
head and made her queen instead of Vashti.



• Mordecai the Jew discovers a plot against 
the king by two men, Bigthan and Teresh.  
They planned on leading a revolt against 
Ahasuerus, but Mordecai told Queen 
Esther who then told the king.   

• The rebels were hanged, and it was 
written in the official chronicles that 
Haman had saved the king.  



3-4 (475 B.C.)  



• Here we meet Haman.  This homicidal 
and narcissistic maniac has an altercation 
with Mordecai and he decides to wipe out 
all of the Jews in Persia.   



• Esther 3:1-6-1    After these things King Ahasuerus 
promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat 
above all the princes who were with him.  2     And 
all the king's servants who were within the king's 
gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so 
the king had commanded concerning him. But 
Mordecai would not bow or pay homage.  3    
Then the king's servants who were within the 
king's gate said to Mordecai, "Why do you 
transgress the king's command?" 



• 4     Now it happened, when they spoke to him daily 
and he would not listen to them, that they told it 
to Haman, to see whether Mordecai's words would 
stand; for Mordecai had told them that he was a 
Jew.  5      When Haman saw that Mordecai did not 
bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with 
wrath.  6      But he disdained to lay hands on 
Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people 
of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all 
the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom 
of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai.



• Haman launches a plot to kill all of the Hebrews.   

• Telling the king that the Jewish people are a nuisance, 
Haman asks for permission that on a certain day the 
Hebrews be killed.   

• He also offers to pay the fee to the people who will kill 
the Jews.   

• Ahasuerus agrees, and the order is given and 
publicized.   

• Both the king and Haman are unaware that the Queen 
is herself a Hebrew.  



• Mordecai hears about the decree and is 
greatly depressed.   He and the Jews in the 
city begin to fast and weep.   

• Esther finally hears about what has 
happened, and Mordecai requests her help.  
Esther responds that if she appears before 
the king without being summoned, she could 
be immediately executed.   

• Mordecai's response is timeless:



• Esther 4:13-14-13      And Mordecai told 
them to answer Esther: "Do not think in 
your heart that you will escape in the 
king's palace any more than all the other 
Jews.  14      For if you remain completely 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance 
will arise for the Jews from another place, 
but you and your father's house will perish. 
Yet who knows whether you have come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this?"



• Esther then calls upon Mordecai and his 
companions and to pray for her.   

• What courage!  Even if she dies, she will 
do the right thing.  



5-7 (475 B.C.)



• Esther appears before the king and is shown 
favor.   

• She makes it known that she wants the king 
and Haman to come to a banquet that she is 
throwing.   

• Haman is feeling quite good, and then 
notices Mordecai and his refusal to bow 
down to him.  He is so filled with wrath that 
he orders gallows built to hang Mordecai.  



• Esther 5:9-14-9      So Haman went out that day 
joyful and with a glad heart; but when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king's gate, and that he did not 
stand or tremble before him, he was filled with 
indignation against Mordecai.  10      Nevertheless 
Haman restrained himself and went home, and he 
sent and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh.  
11     Then Haman told them of his great riches, the 
multitude of his children, everything in which the 
king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 
him above the officials and servants of the king. 



• 12      Moreover Haman said, "Besides, Queen Esther 
invited no one but me to come in with the king to 
the banquet that she prepared; and tomorrow I am 
again invited by her, along with the king.  13      Yet all 
this avails me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the 
Jew sitting at the king's gate."  14      Then his wife 
Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Let a gallows 
be made, fifty cubits high, and in the morning 
suggest to the king that Mordecai be hanged on it; 
then go merrily with the king to the banquet." And 
the thing pleased Haman; so he had the gallows 
made.



6-7 (475 B.C.)



• The king remembers during a sleepless night 
that Mordecai had never been properly 
rewarded for the way he had exposed the 
conspiracy of Bigthana and Teresh.   

• He decides to honor Mordecai, and sends 
for Haman.   

• What happens next is too funny to not 
quote straight from the text.  



• Esther 6:6-12-6      So Haman came in, and the 
king asked him, "What shall be done for the 
man whom the king delights to honor?" Now 
Haman thought in his heart, "Whom would 
the king delight to honor more than me?"  7    
And Haman answered the king, "For the man 
whom the king delights to honor,  8    let a royal 
robe be brought which the king has worn, and 
a horse on which the king has ridden, which 
has a royal crest placed on its head. 



• 9      Then let this robe and horse be delivered to 
the hand of one of the king's most noble princes, 
that he may array the man whom the king 
delights to honor. Then parade him on horseback 
through the city square, and proclaim before him: 
'Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king 
delights to honor!' "  10      Then the king said to 
Haman, "Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as 
you have suggested, and do so for Mordecai the 
Jew who sits within the king's gate! Leave nothing 
undone of all that you have spoken." 



• 11      So Haman took the robe and the 
horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on 
horseback through the city square, and 
proclaimed before him, "Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor!"  12      Afterward Mordecai went 
back to the king's gate. But Haman 
hurried to his house, mourning and with 
his head covered.



• Haman confers with his wife Zeresh who 
is beginning to realize that they have 
made a mistake siding against the Jews.   

• At this point, Haman is ushered away to 
the Queen's banquet.  



• At the banquet, Esther reveals that she 
and her people have been targeted for 
annihilation by an enemy of the king and 
of Persia.   

• When the king asks who the enemy is, 
Esther boldly reveals her identity as a 
Hebrew by plainly pointing out that the 
enemy is HAMAN.  



• Esther 7:6-8-6      And Esther said, "The adversary and 
enemy is this wicked Haman!" So Haman was terrified 
before the king and queen.  7      Then the king arose in 
his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the 
palace garden; but Haman stood before Queen Esther, 
pleading for his life, for he saw that evil was 
determined against him by the king.  8     When the king 
returned from the palace garden to the place of the 
banquet of wine, Haman had fallen across the couch 
where Esther was. Then the king said, "Will he also 
assault the queen while I am in the house?" As the 
word left the king's mouth, they covered Haman's face.



• Esther 7:6-8 (CEV)-6      Esther replied, "That evil 
Haman is the one out to get us!" Haman was terrified, 
as he looked at the king and the queen.  7      The king 
was so angry that he got up, left his wine, and went 
out into the palace garden. Haman realized that the 
king had already decided what to do with him, and he 
stayed and begged Esther to save his life.  8      Just as 
the king came back into the room, Haman got down 
on his knees beside Esther, who was lying on the 
couch. The king shouted, "Now you're even trying to 
rape my queen here in my own palace!" As soon as 
the king said this, his servants covered Haman's head.



• At this point, Haman is hanged upon the 
very gallows that he had ordered built to 
hang Haman upon!  



8-10 (475-473 B.C.)  



• Esther again pleads for the king to spare the 
Jews.   

• However, according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, no official decree could be 
rescinded; so a new decree was established.  It 
said that the Jews would be allowed to arm 
and defend themselves against any aggressors.   

• The day of the slaughter came, and the Jews 
were triumphant.  



• One of the strange things about the text 
that people have noticed through the 
years is that Haman's sons are said to 
have died twice.   

• What are we to make of this?  



• Esther 9:12-13-12      And the king said to Queen 
Esther, "The Jews have killed and destroyed five 
hundred men in Shushan the citadel, and the ten 
sons of Haman. What have they done in the rest 
of the king's provinces? Now what is your 
petition? It shall be granted to you. Or what is 
your further request? It shall be done."  13     Then 
Esther said, "If it pleases the king, let it be 
granted to the Jews who are in Shushan to do 
again tomorrow according to today's decree, and 
let Haman's ten sons be hanged on the gallows."



• When the Jews defeat their enemies, they 
establish a new holiday: the Feast of 
Purim.  



SPECIAL STUDY



HERODOTUS' ACCOUNT OF THE 
ROYAL MEETING OF CHAPTER ONE



• "After Egypt was subdued, Xerxes, being about to 
take in hand the expedition against Athens, called 
together an assembly of the noblest Persians, to 
learn their opinions, and to lay before them his own 
designs. So, when the men were met, the king spake 
thus to them:.... ‘For this cause I have now called you 
together, that I may make known to you what I 
design to do. My intent is to throw a bridge over the 
Hellespont and march an army through Europe 
against Greece, that thereby I may obtain vengeance 
from the Athenians for the wrongs committed by 
them against the Persians and against my father.



• "Your own eyes saw the preparations of 
Darius against these men; but death came 
upon him, and balked his hopes of revenge. In 
his behalf, therefore, and in behalf of all the 
Persians, I undertake the war, and pledge 
myself not to rest till I have taken and burnt 
Athens, which has dared, unprovoked, to 
injure me and my father.... For these reasons, 
therefore, I am bent upon this war... and we 
shall extend the Persian territory as far as 
God's heaven reaches.



• "The sun will then shine on no land beyond 
our borders; for I will pass through Europe 
from one end to the other.... For yourselves, if 
you wish to please me, do as follows: When I 
announce the time for the army to meet 
together, hasten to the muster with a good 
will.... I lay the business before you, and give 
you full leave to speak your minds upon it 
openly.’ Xerxes, having so spoken, held his 
peace.”  (Herodotus Histories 7:60- 88 (see 
Rawlinson, vol 3, pp. 215- 218).



ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
ESTHER



• "The book of Esther (1:1-3) opens during the third 
year of the reign of Xerxes I while he was occupying 
the capital city of Susa northeast of Babylon and the 
Tigris River. The book of Esther uses the king's 
Hebrew name of Ahasuerus (from the king's Old 
Persian name, Khshayarsha) instead of his Greek 
name, Xerxes. Some have identified Esther through 
an examination of Persian archaeology and records 
as Queen Amestris, who was enthroned as a 
replacement of Queen Vashti during the seventh 
year (c. 479 BC) of Xerxes's reign (2:16-17).



• "By and large, most scholars have accepted the 
historicity of the book of Esther. Its identification of 
a major Persian city (Susa) and king (Xerxes) as well 
as its familiarity with Persian culture and language 
(shown in the loan words used) has been verified 
through excavations at major Persian sites such as 
Persepolis, Susa, and Pasargadae."  (Joseph M. 
Holden & Norman Geisler, The Popular Handbook Of 
Archaeology And The Bible: Discoveries That Confirm 
The Reliability Of Scripture, 3304-3308 (Kindle 
Edit ion); Eugene, Oregon; Harvest House 
Publishers)



MORDECAI IN ANCIENT 
EXTRA-BIBLICAL RECORDS



• "There are many who say that the Book of 
Esther is a work of fiction, with Mordecai 
being merely a literary prop filched from the 
lore of Babylonia. Yet the name of Mordecai 
appears repeatedly in four extra- Biblical 
sources, those of a Greek historian named 
Ctesias, the records of two Persians archives, 
and one clay tablet from Borsippa in 
Babylonia. Again, that is a strange occurrence 
for a man who allegedly did not exist.  



• "Ctesias of Cnidus (otherwise spelt Ktesias of 
Knidus) was a Greek physician who was engaged to 
tr eat members of the Persian royal family, including 
King Artaxerxes II whose leg wound he once healed. 
He arrived at the court in about 404 BC, some 70 
years after the events of the Book of Esther, and set 
to writing a 23- volume history which he called the 
Persica . His tragedy (and ours) is that his work has 
only survived in fragments, and in particular in an 
epitome written out by the 9 th century scholar, 
Photius. But the tragedy still remains. The work is in 
fragments. 5  



• "However, in that work, Ctesias twice 
mentions the eunuch Matakas. In the first 
instance, he tells us that Matakas had been the 
most influential of the royal eunuchs under the 
Book of Esther’s king, Ahasuerus, (or Xerxes), 
6 and in the second instance he calls him 
Matakas the Eunuch ( Matakas ho eunouchos ), 
implying what the Book of Esther states so 
clearly, that Mordecai was second under the 
king only to the king himself (Esther 10:2- 3). 7



• "The spelling Matakas is an entirely 
natural transposition into Greek of the 
name of Mordecai from its Persian form 
Marduka remembering that Persian script 
was purely consonantal. This Marduka is a 
name which we shall be looking at.  



• "Before we do so, however, it is worth us 
considering the source of Ctesias’ 
information concerning this Matakas: 
“And... it was from the royal parchments 
in which the Persians kept their ancient 
deeds, laid out according to a law, that he 
[Ctesias] enquired closely into each and 
every detail and... published it for the 
Greeks.” 8  



• "Ctesias claimed to have consulted the royal 
parchments ( basilikai diphtheria ), and the royal 
archives ( basilikai graphai ). 9 Importantly, the fact 
that these records were written on parchment rolls 
(see Ezra 6:1- 2) explains their absence in the 
archaeological record. But even more importantly, 
these records are synonymous with the Hebrew 
expression for them which we find in the Book of 
Esther, namely the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Media and Persia (Esther 10:2), which same 
chronicle is also alluded to in the Book of Ezra 
(4:15).



• "But, happily for us – and to the lasting 
chagrin of Bible critics everywhere the 
Persians had another more permanent 
medium on which they wrote their history, 
namely clay tablets, and these have 
survived in their thousands. It is on such 
clay tablets that the following references 
to Mordecai appear in Elamite (the archive 
also containing some tablets in Aramaic, 
one in Greek, and one in neo- Babylonian).  



• "The very first reference to the Mordecai (Marduka) 
of the Book of Esther, though, occurs in a clay tablet 
known as Amherst 258 which came from Borsippa. 
It currently resides in the Vorderasiatische Museum 
in Berlin, having been purchased by that museum 
after the death of its previous owner, Lord Amherst 
back in 1904. It was first published by the 
Assyriologist Arthur Ungnad in 1942, 10 and it tells 
us that Marduka was a ‘sipir’, or financial 
administration officer, in the employ of the satrap 
Ushtannu. This appears on line 9 of the tablet.



• "On line 14, Mordecai is referred to as ‘ the sipir 
Marduka’. He is directly tied to ‘5 shekels of silver’ 
which had come from Susa, and, as Ungnad 
considers, it is highly unlikely that there were two 
important finance officials at Susa who bore the 
same name, especially as Marduka is not a Persian 
name, but Babylonian. The tablet is dated to 
around the end of the reign of Darius, and the 
beginning of the reign of Xerxes (Ahasuerus), and 
Ahasuerus very likely inherited Marduka, or 
Mordecai, with the rest of his father’s civil service.



• "The fact that Marduka is a Babylonian 
name suggests most strongly that 
Mordecai was born in Babylonia during 
the Captivity and simply traded one 
master for another at the fall of Babylon, 
as did many others...



• "This makes a total (so far) of four 
references to Mordecai from the 
Persepolis Treasury Archive, one from 
Borsippa, and two from the Greek Ctesias 
seven in all...



• "This makes a total (so far) of four 
references to Mordecai from the 
Persepolis Treasury Archive, one from 
Borsippa, and two from the Greek Ctesias 
seven in all."  (Bill Cooper, The Authenticity 
Of The Book Of Esther, 652-750 (Kindle 
Edition))  



THE NAME OF GOD IN 
ESTHER

• Many people believe that the name of God is 
not found anywhere in the Book of Esther.   

• However, as Jewish scribes have attested for 
centuries, the name of God is found in Esther 
in at least three ways.  



• An acrostic is "a composition usually in 
verse in which sets of letters (as the initial 
or final letters of the lines) taken in order 
form a word or phrase or a regular 
s e q u e n c e o f l e t t e r s o f t h e 
alphabet."  (Webster)   

• There are many examples of acrostics in 
the Bible.   



• "ACROSTIC.  Literary device by which 
each section of a literary work begins with 
the suceeding letter of the alphabet.  Thus 
in Ps. 119 the first eight verses begin with 
aleph, the first letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet; the next eight with bet, the 
second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and 
the pattern is continued through verses 
169-176, which each begin with taw, the 
last letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  



• "Other examples in the Bible include Pss. 
9-10; 25; 34; 37; 111-112; 145; Prov. 
31:10-31; Lam. 1-4.  The acrostic style 
helped people memorize the poem and 
expressed completeness of subject matter 
from A to Z."  (The Holman Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary: Completely Revised, Updated And 
Expanded,1179 (Kindle Edition); Nashville, 
TN; Holman Reference)  



• The Hebrew prophets and writers 
employed acrostics throughout their 
writings.   

• When we turn to the book of Esther, we 
see at least five examples of the name of 
God presented as an acrostic in the 
Hebrew text (Esther 1:17; 1:2-; 5:4; 5:13; 
7:7).  Notice the Hebrew text of the 
following: 



• "...et-vash-ti  ham-mal-kah le-fa-nav-ve-lo-
va-ah."  (ihvh)   

• "...hi ve-chol-ha-na-shim yit-te-nu."  (hvhy)   

• " . . . y a v o h a m e l e c h v ' h a m a n 
hayom..."  (YHVH)   

• "zah ainenu shoveh li..."  (huhi)   

• "...ki chaltah ailav hara'ah..."  (ihvh)  



• In the book of Esther the Bible refers to the 
Yehudim (the Jews).   

• What is especially fascinating about this is the 
fact that in every occurrence of this word, there 
is a double yod used.   

• This double yod is used with this word ONLY in 
the book of Esther.   

• Many believe that it is an abbreviation used for 
YHWH-the Name of God.  



• Isaiah 44:6-Thus says the LORD, the King 
of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of 
hosts: 'I am the First and I am the Last; 
Besides Me there is no God.



• "We mentioned in the Introduction – and promised to 
say more on the matter the common misconception 
that the Book of Esther does not contain either the 
Name or any title of God, and we have been led to 
that belief by an untold number of western Bible 
commentators, critics and scholars. The trouble is, 
our western scholars have not known – and have 
never bothered to learn – what the Jewish scribes, the 
soferim , have known for the past two and half 
thousand years. To the soferim it has always been 
common knowledge that the Name of God, YHWH, is 
given no less than five times in the Book of Esther....



• "The Name of God, YHWH, appears in the 
Hebrew text of Esther at verses 1:17; 1:20; 
5:4; 5:13; and 7:7. In each case it is given in 
the form of an acrostic to produce the 
Name YHWH. In two instances, it appears 
as the first letters of certain words, and in 
three instances, it is the last letters of 
certain words. Furthermore, in two 
instances the letters are given in reverse 
order. We shall see why in a moment....



• "There is the curious occurrence in the Book 
of Esther of what at first appears to be a 
misspelling of the word Yehudim – the Jews. In 
Esther 4:7; 8:1; 8:7; 8:13; 9:15; 9:18 respectively 
the word is spelt with a double yod. However, 
we know by now that the soferim do not 
‘accidentally’ misspell any words, which means 
that this curious spelling is deliberate and has 
been embedded in the text since day one. In 
each case, the double yod is used only in 
spelling the word Yehudim – the Jews.



• "Even when speaking of Mordecai the Jew 
(singular, as in 8:7 for example), Yehudi is 
still spelt with a double yod, this making 
the transliterations to read Yyehudim and 
Yyehudi . But here’s the intriguing thing. 
Only in the Book of Esther does the 
double yod appear when spel l ing 
Yehudim . In all other instances in the 
Bible, Yehudim is spelt with a single yod. 
Now why should this be?



• "Out of all the Books of the Bible, why is 
the Book of Esther unique in this? Well, 
the extra yod, it seems, is an abbreviation 
of YHWH, and in the Book of Esther, it is 
the consistent and hidden hallmark that 
God – YHWH – is still with and among 
His chosen people Israel.



• "He is, in every sense of the word, 
embedded in them so that He and they 
cannot be separated whatever their 
outward circumstances – and however 
hidden He may be from their sight and 
ours!...



• "Throughout the Hebrew Bible there is 
found a most curious word which consists 
of just two letters. They are aleph which is 
the first letter of the Hebrew alephbet, 
and tav, which is the last letter. It is like 
finding the letters AZ sprinkled liberally 
throughout an English book. It is, however, 
never translated simply because it is said 
that English has no equivalent for it.



• "Aleph and Tav, being the first and last 
letters of the Hebrew alephbet, are 
equivalent to the Greek letters Alpha and 
Omega, and this has great and significant 
meaning for the Christian Bible reader. 
Our Lord and Saviour calls Himself the 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the 
End, the First and the Last.



• "What else then can the Aleph- Tav be in 
the Hebrew Old Testament but the very 
signature of Him who is called the Word of 
God, and by Whom and through Whom all 
things were created? In Isaiah 44:6, God – 
the Holy One of Israel – says this of 
Himself : “Thus saith the Lord the King of 
Israel, and his [Israel’s] Redeemer the 
Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the 
last; and beside me there is no God.”...



• "As for the notion that the Book of Esther 
does not contain any allusion to God, well, 
as we have just seen, it is positively awash 
with Him! He has embedded His very 
Name throughout the Book as a signed 
guarantee that this is His Word.



• "It is, as it were, the hallmark in the silver 
cup which tells us that we are drinking 
from the genuine article, and not from 
some worthless imitation or other. Those 
who call the Book of Esther a mere 
‘novella’ – or worse, a forgery – have 
absolutely no idea what they are talking 
about.



• "The Book of Esther is as much part of the 
Word of God as is the Book of Genesis or 
the Gospel of Luke, and its Author has 
written His Signature into it at every turn 
so that none can doubt it. For those who 
take the bother to search out these things, 
it is a treasure house indeed, and no 
lie."  (Bill Cooper, The Authenticity Of The 
Book Of Esther, 1191-1297 (Kindle Edition))  


