
EZEKIEL 



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP



• "Ezekiel, a member of the priestly family 
of Buzi and contemporary of Jeremiah and 
Daniel, is the author of this book. The 
evidence for this is quite substantial. 1. 
There is the clear claim of the book (1:1), 
all of which is given autobiographically 
(phrases like, “I looked,” and “the word of 
the Lord came to me” occur throughout).



• "2. There is a unity of apocalyptic (visions) 
style through the entire book. 3. The 
whole book is written from the priestly 
point of view that one would expect given 
Ezekiel’s priestly background (note 
sacrifices, the Temple, etc.). 4. Both early 
Jewish teachers and many Bible critics 
agree that Ezekiel was the author....



• "In brief, there is no plausible reason why 
Ezekiel could not have written this book 
and there are good reasons to believe that 
he did."  (Norman Geisler, A Popular 
Survey Of The Old Testament, 4381-4396 
(Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
Baker Books)  



CONTEXT COVERED



• Ezekiel preached during the years 593-570 
B.C.   

• He was one of the captives of Jerusalem 
taken to Babylon in the year 597 B.C. 
(Ezekiel 1:1; 2 Kings 24).   

• Jeremiah continued to preach in Jerusalem; 
Daniel preached in the city of Babylon; and 
Ezekiel preached to the captives outside of 
Babylon.  



• When Ezekiel first started preaching to 
the captives, the city of Jerusalem was still 
standing.  Nevertheless, God revealed 
through the Prophet that the city would 
be destroyed if the people did not repent.  
Indeed, this came to pass in the year 586 
B.C. (cf. 2 Kings 25).  



BOOK DIVISION



• Prophecies Before The Fall Of Jerusalem 
(1-24) 

• Prophecies During The Fall Of Jerusalem 
(25-32) 

• Prophecies After The Fall Of Jerusalem 
(33-48)  



• "Time- wise, the book of Ezekiel and his 
prophecies can be divided into three 
periods. Chapters 1— 24 contain predictions 
having to do with events to occur before the 
siege of Jerusalem. Chapters 25— 32 consist 
of predictions related to events which were 
to take place during the siege of Jerusalem. 
And chapters 33— 48 record those 
predictions of events which would play out 
after the siege of Jerusalem.  



• "The first group of prophecies is 
concerned with the denunciation of Judah 
and of Jerusalem and of their imminent 
destruction. The second group of 
prophecies is about God’s wrathful 
visitation upon the surrounding nations. 
And the third group of prophecies has to 
do with the recovery of the nation of 
Israel.



• "By looking more closely into the content 
of this book, one can probably divide it 
into two parts: chapters 1— 32 cover the 
devastation and destruction of the old; 
while chapters 33— 48 relate the bringing 
in of the new."  (Stephen Kahung, Seeing 
Christ In Ezekiel, 135-142 (Kindle Edition))



GEOGRAPHY OF THE 
BOOK



• This group of Hebrews had been deported 
from Judah in 597 B.C.  They were 
situated at the Babylonian city of Tel-Abib 
(Ezekiel 3:15), along the River Chebar 
(today known as the Chaboras River).  
This area is approximately 200 miles 
north of the city of Babylon.  



• There were false prophets among the captives 
who were claiming that they would soon be 
returned to Jerusalem.  However, Jeremiah the 
Prophet had sent a letter to the captives informing 
them that they should marry, raise families, 
become productive citizens, and pray for the 
welfare of Babylon; for it would be many years yet 
until they were returned to the land (Jeremiah 29).   

• Ezekiel was thus commissioned to preach to the 
captives, as well as to preach to the people of 
Jerusalem who were left behind.  



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



1-10 (593-592 B.C.)



• Ezekiel experiences a vision of God being 
born alone on a chariot, pulled by angels.  He 
falls to his knees at the splendor of the vision 
and the Lord begins to speak to him (1).   

• Ezekiel is commissioned to preach to the 
people; he is warned of hardships to come 
but is encouraged by the Lord; he is given a 
scroll from the Lord.  The scroll contained 
lamentations and mourning and woe (2).  



• Ezekiel 2:3-8-3  And He said to me: "Son of 
man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, 
to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against 
Me; they and their fathers have transgressed 
against Me to this very day.  4  For they are 
impudent and stubborn children. I am sending 
you to them, and you shall say to them, 'Thus 
says the Lord GOD.'5  As for them, whether 
they hear or whether they refuse—for they 
are a rebellious house—yet they will know 
that a prophet has been among them. 



• 6  "And you, son of man, do not be afraid of 
them nor be afraid of their words, though 
briers and thorns are with you and you dwell 
among scorpions; do not be afraid of their 
words or dismayed by their looks, though they 
are a rebellious house.  7  You shall speak My 
words to them, whether they hear or whether 
they refuse, for they are rebellious.  8  But 
you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Do 
not be rebellious like that rebellious house; 
open your mouth and eat what I give you."



• Ezekiel is commanded to eat the scroll that 
God has given to him; it was sweet like 
honey; God again reminds Ezekiel that he 
needs to be faithful to receive God's Word 
and to speak it to the people; he is likened to 
a watchman who watches over the city.  He 
must be faithful to warn the people so that 
they will have opportunity to save themselves 
from judgment; otherwise, their blood will be 
required at the hands of the Prophet (3).  



• Ezekiel is commanded to make a huge drawing of 
Jerusalem being under siege; he is to lay on his left 
side for several days and then on his right side for 
several days.  Each day he is on his side represents a 
year that the people will be punished.  After they 
have "borne their iniquity," they will be forgiven 
when they repent (compare with Leviticus 16:21-22).   

• Ezekiel is told to make a strange diet, using human 
waste as fuel to cook with.  The imagery shows that 
the people in Jerusalem would be punished for their 
continual wickedness (4).  



• Ezekiel 4:4-7-4  "Lie also on your left side, and lay the 
iniquity of the house of Israel upon it. According to the 
number of the days that you lie on it, you shall bear 
their iniquity.  5  For I have laid on you the years of their 
iniquity, according to the number of the days, three 
hundred and ninety days; so you shall bear the iniquity 
of the house of Israel.  6  And when you have completed 
them, lie again on your right side; then you shall bear 
the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days. I have laid 
on you a day for each year.  7  "Therefore you shall set 
your face toward the siege of Jerusalem; your arm shall 
be uncovered, and you shall prophesy against it.



• God tells Ezekiel to shave his head and his 
beard.  He is then to weigh and divide his 
hair three ways.  One third of the hair is to 
be burned (which represented destruction 
by fire, famine, and sickness).  One third is 
to be chopped up by a sword.  The last 
third is to b scattered to the wind.  This 
would represent how Jerusalem would be 
punished for their wickedness.  (5)



• God commands Ezekiel to prophesy 
against the sins of the Hebrews; yet 
promises that a remnant will be returned 
to the land one day; we see how sin 
against God crushes His heart like an 
adulterous wife (6).  



• The sins of Israel are enumerated, including 
abominations (7:4), people living in iniquity 
(7:13), horrible greed and selfishness (7:19-20), 
horrible crimes of blood and violence (7:23).  (7) 

• Ezekiel is shown a vision of the idolatry taking 
place in the temple in Jerusalem (the people 
there still have not repented); paganism 
(including horrible crimes against humanity and 
the spilling of innocent blood) still fills Jerusalem 
(8).  



• Ezekiel is shown a vision of angels setting 
a "mark" (Hebrew word for signature, i.e., 
a tattoo) on the foreheads of the people 
in Jerusalem who were still faithful to the 
Lord.  These are to be spared from the 
judgments that are coming upon the rest 
of the city (9).  



• Ezekiel has another vision of the angels 
similar to the vision of chapter one; he 
beholds the glory of the Lord preparing to 
depart from the city of Jerusalem through 
the East Gate (10).  



11-20 (592-591 B.C.)  



• The Lord shows Ezekiel the main instigators of 
the wickedness in Jerusalem and enumerates 
upon more of their sins.  Included are: killing 
multitudes of people and leaving them in the 
streets (11:6), practicing the horrible rites of 
the Gentiles (11:12; compare with Leviticus 
18); yet God is still willing to show mercy to 
those who repent; the glory of God departs 
from the city and Ezekiel tells the captives 
what the Lord had shown him (11)



• Ezekiel is told to act out getting his belongings and 
going into captivity in the sight of the aptives; he is 
to dig through a wall and carry out his possessions 
on his shoulders; his face is to be covered.   

• This represented how the prince of Jerusalem 
would run from the enemy, yet would be brought 
into captivity in Babylon.  The text tells how he 
would go to Babylon and die there, yet would 
never see it (i.e., he would be blinded-which was 
fulfilled-see Jeremiah 52:11).



• God pronounces a woe upon foolish 
prophets who trust in their own heart and 
not His Word; they prophesy of false 
visions and dreams of their own heart; He 
condemns the prophetesses who use 
magic charms and veils, and who attempt 
to "hunt" the souls of the dead.  (13)



• Ezekiel 13:22-Because with lies you have 
made the heart of the righteous sad, 
whom I have not made sad; and you have 
strengthened the hands of the wicked, so 
that he does not turn from his wicked way 
to save his life.



• God describes the way the people have set up their 
idols in their hearts; condemns false prophets who 
are leading the people away from God's Word; 
promises punishment on nations that practice 
persistent unfaithfulness; declares that even if Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were in Jerusalem, they would not 
be able to bring the people to repentance; God's 
judgments (wild beasts, sword/war, pestilence, and 
famine) would be loosed on Jerusalem; one day, 
Ezekiel would understand that God is just for 
bringing these punishments when he comprehends 
the horrid wickedness of the people (14).  



• Ezekiel 14:4-Therefore speak to them, and 
say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: 
"Everyone of the house of Israel who sets 
up his idols in his heart, and puts before 
him what causes him to stumble into 
iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I 
the LORD will answer him who comes, 
according to the multitude of his idols,



• Ezekiel 14:13-14-13  "Son of man, when a 
land sins against Me by persistent 
unfaithfulness, I will stretch out My hand 
against it; I will cut off its supply of bread, 
send famine on it, and cut off man and 
beast from it.  14  Even if these three 
men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, 
they would deliver only themselves by 
their righteousness," says the Lord GOD.



• Ezekiel 14:23-And they will comfort you, 
when you see their ways and their doings; 
and you shall know that I have done 
nothing without cause that I have done in 
it," says the Lord GOD.



• God compares the people of Judah to the branches 
of a vine that is useless, and will be thrown into a 
fire because of its' inherent wickedness (15; 
compare with John 15:1-8).  (15) 

• God's love for the people of Jerusalem is 
demonstrated; their wickedness, and upcoming 
judgment; the promise of restoration upon 
repentance; the "allies" of Jerusalem would turn 
against her;  the promise that God will one day 
redeem even the wicked people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (16).  



• Through the imagery of an eagle, God 
demonstrates to Ezekiel the foolishness of 
king Zedekiah in Jerusalem trying to form 
an alliance with Egypt against Babylon; a 
promise of a coming kingdom that God 
will establish personified as a great tree 
(17).



• Ezekiel refutes a false proverb in the land of Israel 
and among the captives that children should pay 
for their parents' sins ("the fathers have eaten 
sour grapes and the children's teeth are set on 
edge"); people bear only the responsibility of 
their own sins; God promises forgiveness for all 
who will repent and desires the wicked to be 
saved; He also declares that if a righteous person 
departs from Him and dies in an apostate state, 
his righteousness will not avail him; God calls on 
the people to repent and be saved (18).  



• With a parable of a lion's whelps, Israel's 
depravity is demonstrated (19).   

• The sins of the people are again ennumerated, 
including idolatry, the breaking of God's 
Sabbaths, walking after the manner of the 
Gentiles, and burning their children alive to 
the false gods and goddesses of the pagans; 
God's refining fire again personified as fire 
"which shall not be quenched" (20:47).  (20)  



• Notice that God's judgements against 
Judah are compared to a fire which will 
not be quenched (Ezekiel 20:45-48), yet 
this fire was designed to bring the people 
to repentance (Ezekiel 20:43-44).  



21-30 (591-586 B.C.)  



• Ezekiel prophecies against Jerusalem 
under a sign of public sighing; Babylon will 
be the sword of God; God will also punish 
the Ammonites (21).   

• The sins of the people of Jerusalem are 
again elaborated upon; God searches for a 
man to make intercession for the people, 
but none may be found (22).



• Shedding innocent blood and idolatry (3), 
mistreating fathers and mothers, oppressing 
strangers, mistreating orphans and widows (7), 
despising the Sabbaths (8), horrible slander to 
cause bloodshed, practicing horrible sexual sin 
in pagan worship, committing lewdness (9), 
homosexuality, sexual sins with women during 
their times of ritual impurity (10), adultery, 
sexual sin of a father against his daughter-in-
law, incest (11), taking of bribes to commit 
murder, blackmail of neighbors (12).  



• The prophets devour people, steal from the 
people, have actually arranged for people to 
be killed and widows made (25); the priests 
profane holy things and defile the Sabbaths 
(26); the princes are quick to kill people, 
destroy people, and to get dishonest gain 
(27); the prophets prophesy false visions 
(28); the people use oppressions, commit 
robbery, mistreat the poor and needy, and 
wrongfully oppress strangers in the land (29).



• The wickedness of Samaria (the capital 
city of Israel, who was taken captive in 
722 B.C.) and of Jerusalem (the capital 
city of Judah) are personified under the 
figure of two harlots: Samaria is Oholah 
("Her Own Tabernacle") and Jerusalem is  
Oholibah ("My Tent Is In Her").  



• God's proclamation against Tyre, and 
against the "king of Tyre"; He also 
proclaims His decrees against Sidon (28) 

• God prophesies against Egypt (29) 

• God prophesies against Egypt and her 
allies (including Ethiopia, Libya-or Lud-
Chub, and against a large confederation of 
smaller lands joined together)  (30).



31-39 (587-585 B.C.)



• Egypt will be cut down like a great tree (31) 

• Proclamation against the Pharaoh, including a 
lamentation for him; Egypt and others will be 
brought down to the Pit (32) 

• Ezekiel is again reminded of his commission as 
a watchman; God's judgments are defended; 
the final Fall of Jerusalem; Judah's sins again 
reviewed; the sins and the hypocrisy of the 
captives is made known to Ezekiel (33)



• God reproves the irresponsible spiritual 
and political leaders of Israel; promises to 
one day come to the world and seek and 
save the lost as the Good Shepherd (34) 

• God reproves Mount Seir (i.e., the capital 
of the nation of Edom) for their sinfulness 
in attacking Israel; they helped the 
Babylonians in their conquest and 
campaign against Jerusalem (35)



• God will bring future blessing on Jerusalem; He will 
bring the people back to their land; they will 
worship Him under the precepts of the Old 
Testament Law; He would then establish a New 
Covenant with them and forgive them when they 
repent; the Gentiles learn of God's righteousness 
(36)   

• The Valley of Dry Bones prophecy; God would bring 
the Jews back to their land; He would establish one 
King over them ("David," a Hebrew expression for 
the Messiah) through a New Covenant (37)



• Gog (a terrible leader) of Magog (Lydia, 
which became one of the founders of the 
Roman Empire) would lead an attack 
against God's people; yet God would 
intervene and they would be defeated (38) 

• The armies of Gog are killed and 
destroyed; "Israel" prospers in the land 
(39)



40-48 (573 B.C.)



• This last vision of Ezekiel takes places 
roughly twelve years later.   

• It describes a vision of a magnificent 
Temple shown to Ezekiel.   

• The specifics of the vision show that this 
Temple is not a literal temple but is rather 
a symbolic representation of the church of 
Christ, especially as it will be in Heaven.  



• The Eastern Gate of the Temple 
described; the outer court; the Northern 
Gate; the Southern Gate; the Gateways of 
the Inner Court; the areas where 
sacrifices are prepared; the chambers for 
the priests and the singers; the dimensions 
of the Inner Court and Vestibule (40)



• The incredible dimensions of the sanctuary; the 
side chambers on the wall; the building at the 
western end; the dimensions and design of the 
Temple area (41) 

• The chambers for the priests further described 
(42) 

• The Glory of the Lord returns to the Temple (via 
the East Gate, the same way It departed); 
dimensions of the altar; the consecration of the 
altar described (43)



• The East Gate and the Prince; ordinances for the 
priests; those who will be admitted to the Temple 
(notice the reference to the Trinity in Ezekiel 44:6); 
laws for the priests (44) 

• The Holy District; properties of the city and the 
Prince; Laws for the princes; keeping of the Feasts 
(45) 

• Ordinances of public worship in the Temple; the 
Prince (and princes) have inheritance laws described; 
how the offerings are to be prepared (46)



• The vision of the Healing Waters; the 
borders of the land (47) 

• The division of the land among God's 
people (48)



SPECIAL STUDIES



CHRIST IN EZEKIEL 



• Throughout the Book of Ezekiel, there are 
several references to and pictures of 
Christ.  Let's notice several.  



CHRIST IS THE GLORY OF 
GOD

• Ezekiel 10:18-19-18  Then the glory of the LORD 
departed from the threshold of the temple and 
stood over the cherubim.  19  And the cherubim 
lifted their wings and mounted up from the earth 
in my sight. When they went out, the wheels 
were beside them; and they stood at the door of 
the east gate of the LORD's house, and the glory 
of the God of Israel was above them.



CHRIST IS THE RENEWER 
OF THE COVENANT

• Ezekiel 16:60-Nevertheless I will remember 
My covenant with you in the days of your 
youth, and I will establish an everlasting 
covenant with you.



CHRIST IS THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD

• Ezekiel 34:23-I will establish one shepherd 
over them, and he shall feed them—My 
servant David. He shall feed them and be 
their shepherd.



• Ezekiel 34:11-16-11  'For thus says the Lord GOD: 
"Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek 
them out.  12  As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will 
I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the 
places where they were scattered on a cloudy and 
dark day.  13  And I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and 
will bring them to their own land; I will feed them 
on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all 
the inhabited places of the country. 



• 14  I will feed them in good pasture, and their 
fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. 
There they shall lie down in a good fold and 
feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  
15  I will feed My flock, and I will make them 
lie down," says the Lord GOD.  16  "I will seek 
what was lost and bring back what was driven 
away, bind up the broken and strengthen what 
was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the 
strong, and feed them in judgment."



• Notice also that God promises to divide 
His flock between the sheep and the goats 
(Ezekiel 34:17), and compare with Jesus' 
teaching in Matthew 25:31-46.  



CHRIST IS THE PRINCE OF 
GOD

• Ezekiel 34:24-And I, the LORD, will be their 
God, and My servant David a prince among 
them; I, the LORD, have spoken.



SODOM AND GOMORRAH 
AND SALVATION 



• Ezekiel 16:53-55-53  "When I bring back their 
captives, the captives of Sodom and her 
daughters, and the captives of Samaria and her 
daughters, then I will also bring back the captives 
of your captivity among them,  54  that you may 
bear your own shame and be disgraced by all that 
you did when you comforted them.  55  When 
your sisters, Sodom and her daughters, return to 
their former state, and Samaria and her daughters 
return to their former state, then you and your 
daughters will return to your former state.



• Ezekiel 16:53-55 (NLT)-53  "But someday 
I will restore the fortunes of Sodom and 
Samaria, and I will restore you, too.  54  
Then you will be truly ashamed of 
everything you have done, for your sins 
make them feel good in comparison.  55  
Yes, your sisters, Sodom and Samaria, and 
all their people will be restored, and at 
that time you also will be restored.



• Ezekiel 16:53-55 (ESV)-53  "I will restore their 
fortunes, both the fortunes of Sodom and her 
daughters, and the fortunes of Samaria and her 
daughters, and I will restore your own fortunes in 
their midst,  54  that you may bear your disgrace 
and be ashamed of all that you have done, 
becoming a consolation to them.  55  As for your 
sisters, Sodom and her daughters shall return to 
their former state, and Samaria and her daughters 
shall return to their former state, and you and 
your daughters shall return to your former state.



• "Thus will the experience of forgiving grace 
complete what judgment has already begun, viz., 
the transformation of proud and haughty sinners 
into meek and humble children of God, for whom 
the kingdom has been prepared from the 
beginning.  This thought brings the entire prophecy 
to a close, - a prophecy which embraces the whole 
of the world's history and the New Testament, the 
parallel to which is contained in the apostle's 
words, “God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
that He might have mercy upon all” (Rom 11:32)...



• "The turning of the captivity of Sodom and her 
daughters, i .e., the forgiveness of the 
inhabitants of Sodom and the other cities of the 
plain, points beyond the present aeon, and the 
realization can only take place on the great day 
of the resurrection of the dead in the persons 
of the former inhabitants of Sodom and the 
neighbouring cities. And in the same way the 
restoration of Samaria and Jerusalem will not 
be completely fulfilled till after the perfecting of 
the kingdom of Christ in glory at the last day....



• "The words of our Lord in Mat 10:15 and Mat 11:24, 
to the effect that it will be more tolerable in the day 
of judgment for Sodom than for Capernaum and 
every other city that shall have rejected the preaching 
of the gospel, teach most indisputably that the way of 
mercy stands open still even for Sodom itself, and that 
the judgment which has fallen upon it does not carry 
with it the final decision with regard to its inhabitants. 
For Sodom did not put away the perfect revelation of 
mercy and salvation. If the mighty works which were 
done in Capernaum had been done in Sodom, it 
would have stood to the present day (Mat 11:23).



• "And from this it clearly follows that all 
the judgments which fell before the time 
of Christ, instead of carrying with them 
the final decision, and involving eternal 
damnation, leave the possibility of 
eventual pardon open still. The last 
judgment, which is decisive for eternity, 
does not take place till after the full 
revelation of grace and truth in Christ.



• "Not only will the gospel be preached to all 
nations before the end comes (Mat 24:14), but 
even to the dead; to the spirits in prison, who 
did not believe at the time of Noah, it has 
been already preached, at the time when 
Christ went to them in spirit, in order that, 
although judged according to man's way in the 
flesh, they might live according to God's way in 
the spirit (1Pe 3:19; 1Pe 4:6)."  (Keil & 
Delitzsch, Commentary On Ezekiel, E-Sword 
Edition, emphasis added)  



ORIGINAL SIN AND 
EZEKIEL



• Many of our religious friends claim that 
children are born with the sins of their 
parents (i.e., the doctrine of original sin).   

• However, at least two passages in Ezekiel 
show clearly that this is not true.  



• Ezekiel 18:20-The soul who sins shall die. 
The son shall not bear the guilt of the 
father, nor the father bear the guilt of the 
son. The righteousness of the righteous 
shall be upon himself, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon himself.



• Ezekiel 28:15-You were perfect in your 
ways from the day you were created, Till 
iniquity was found in you.



THE ORIGIN OF SATAN?



• In the Book of Ezekiel, there is a passage 
which many believe describes the origin 
and downfall of Satan.   

• In bringing God's Word against the king of 
Tyre, the Prophet seems to compare this 
earthly king with another great being who 
fell.  Notice the description (especially the 
all-capped segments).  



• Ezekiel 28:11-19-11  Moreover the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying,  12  "Son of man, take 
up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to 
him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "You were the seal 
of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  
13  YOU WERE IN EDEN, the garden of God; 
Every precious stone was your covering: The 
sardius, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, onyx, and 
jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. 
The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes Was 
prepared for you on the day you were created. 



• 14  "You were the ANOINTED CHERUB WHO 
COVERS; I established you; YOU WERE ON THE 
HOLY MOUNTAIN of God; You walked back and 
forth in the midst of fiery stones.  15  You were 
perfect in your ways from the day you were 
created, Till iniquity was found in you.  16  "By the 
abundance of your trading You became filled with 
violence within, And you sinned; Therefore I cast 
you as a profane thing OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN 
OF GOD; And I destroyed you, O COVERING 
CHERUB, From the midst of the fiery stones. 



• 17  "Your heart was lifted up because of your 
beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of 
your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you 
before kings, That they might gaze at you.  18  "You 
defiled your sanctuaries By the multitude of your 
iniquities, By the iniquity of your trading; Therefore 
I brought fire from your midst; It devoured you, 
And I turned you to ashes upon the earth In the 
sight of all who saw you.  19  All who knew you 
among the peoples are astonished at you; You have 
become a horror, And shall be no more forever." ' "



• "From the Ezekiel passage it is clear that 
the prophecy is addressed to the king of 
Tyre. However, the language seems to 
indicate that the application must go 
beyond the earthly ruler to a supernatural 
being of some kind. Ezekiel speaks 
concerning contemporary events, but 
seems to go beyond them from the king of 
Tyre to Satan, using them as a type.



• "Rex Turner writes, Ezekiel, when delivering a 
burden against Tyre and the king of Tyre, also 
represented the king of Tyre as being a 
p e r s o n i fi c a t i o n o f S a t a n . E z e k i e l ’ s 
personification of Satan is seen in his charge: 
“Because thy heart is lifted up” (Ezek. 28:2, 
KJV). “Thou hast said, I am a god, I sit in the 
seat of God, in the midst of the seas” (vs. 2); 
“Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and 
perfect in beauty” (vs. 12); “Thou wast in 
Eden, the garden of God” (vs. 13);



• "“Thou wast the anointed cherub that 
covereth” (vs. 14); “Thou wast upon the 
holy mountain of God” (vs. 14); “Thou 
hast walked up and down in the midst of 
the stones of fire” (vs. 14); “Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou 
wast created till wickedness was found in 
you” (vs. 15); “Thy heart was lifted up 
because of thy beauty” (vs. 17);



• "“Thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness” (vs. 17). Now all 
these statements could not have been 
true of the king of Tyre. He, therefore, 
apparently personified the spirit of Satan.
1"  (Edward Myers, A Study Of Angels, 
54-55 (Kindle Edition);  New York, NY: 
Howard Books)  



MAGOG



• Ezekiel 38:2-Son of man, set your face 
against Gog, of the land of Magog, the 
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and 
prophesy against him,



• "Gog" is a personal name, and Magog is 
the name of a land.   

• The question is: who exactly is Gog, and 
where is Magog?



IS MAGOG RUSSIA?  

• Many of our religious friends and neighbors 
teach that Magog is another name for Russia.   

• Consider the following as an example of this 
teaching.  



• "“Russia is the ‘Gog and Magog’ of Bible 
prophecy” (Grant R. Jeffrey, Messiah, pg. 
47, 1991).” • “Russia is unquestionably the 
nation identified in the prophecies of 
Ezekiel 38 and 39” (pg. 119, The Coming 
Peace in The Middle East by Tim LaHaye, 
1984). • “Now we come to the theological 
phenomenon that helps us to further 
identify Gog and Magog with Russia” (John 
Hagee, Jerusalem Countdown, pg. 102).



• "• “As you can see for yourself, the words 
Russia, Moscow, Soviet Union, and Czar 
never appear in these passages (Ezekiel 38- 
39). Nor are they ever mentioned anywhere 
in the Bible. But there is no doubt that the 
ancient prophet was referring to the nation 
we now know as Russia” (Joel C. Rosenberg, 
Epicenter, pg. 82)."  (All quoted in Dr. Haskell 
Rycroft, Who  Is Gog And Where Is Magog?  
2011-209 (Kindle Edition); no publisher cited)  



USING THE CLUES OF 
EZEKIEL 



• The context of Ezekiel helps us to 
understand who this "Magog" actually is.   

• First, Magog attacks when after the Jews 
have been removed from their land 
because of their sinfulness (Ezekiel 4-10).   

• Second, Magog attack when God brings 
the Jews back to their land (Ezekiel 
11:14-25; 28:25; 34:13; 36:24).  



• Third, Magog would attack when the Jews 
who had returned to their land were 
visited by the Good Shepherd, Who is 
Christ (Ezekiel 34:11-31; John 10:1-30).   

• Fourth, Magog would attack when the 
Good Shepherd made the New Covenant 
with His people (Ezekiel 16:60-62; 20:37; 
34:25; 37:26).  



• Fifth, Magog would attack when the people in 
the land repented and turned to the Lord 
(Ezekiel 16:27-63; 36:32).   

• Sixth, Magog would attack when the people 
were forgiven by the Lord (Ezekiel 37:23).   

• Seventh , Magog wou ld a t tack when 
"David" (an ancient Jewish title for the 
Messiah-see Notes) would be reigning (Ezekiel 
37:24; cf. Matthew 28:18; Revelation 1:5).  



• Eighth, Magog would attack when God 
would be dwelling with His people in the 
new tabernacle (Ezekiel 37:26-27), which 
Paul specifically says is a reference to the 
church (cf. 2 Corinthians 6:16-18).  



• So Magog would attack God's people when: 

• The Jews were exiled from their land;  

• The Jews were returned to their land;  

• The Good Shepherd came;  

• The New Covenant was established;  

• The people repented of their sins;  

• The obedient were forgiven by the Lord;  

• The Messiah would be reigning;  

• The church of Christ had been established.  



• Which nation turned its' sights on God's 
people after all of these events?   

• Only one nation fits the bill: the nation of 
Rome.   

• Astonishingly, the nation of Rome was 
even identified by ancient historians with 
the name MAGOG.  



• "Like Pliny, today's archeologists also identify 
Magog with the ancient nation of Lydia, which was 
in western Asia Minor. Indeed, written records 
from the Assyrian royal court show that the 
Assyrians used the name Magog as an eponym for 
the nation of Lydia. In his book Pliny writes, 
“Bambyx the other name of which is Hierapolis, 
but by the Syrians called Magog.”* In other words, 
Pliny identifies the famed Lydian city of Hierapolis 
as being part of Magog. In this we see that Magog 
is another name for the ancient nation of Lydia...



• "The identification of Magog with Lydia and 
not Scythia is consistent with the ancient texts 
of the Assyrians, who at various times were 
either the allies or the foes of the Scythians 
yet had peaceful dealings with the Lydians. The 
identification of Magog as Lydian, and not 
Scythian is also consistent with the writings of 
the ancient historian Herodotus (ca 490-424 
BC), a Greek who was born in, lived in, and 
traveled throughout all of ancient Asia Minor.



• "Herodotus' famed book, The History, 
which gives a detailed history of all the 
ancient nations of Asia Minor, was written 
about 100 years after Ezekiel's writings.14 
Herodotus, who is considered the Father 
of History, wrote detailed information 
about the three different Scythian tribes 
and the ten di f ferent tr ibes that 
neighbored them, including their ever 
changing and opportunistic alliances....



• "Assyrian cuneiform court records cover 
the time period of Ezekiel and make 
reference to the nations mentioned in 
Ezekiel 38-39.....The Assyrians made great 
use of eponyms (i.e. words or names 
derived from the name of a person) and 
even published eponym lists. In the 
Assyrian language “the land of Gugu” is 
rendered as Ma-gugu, just a “the land of 
Zamua” is rendered as Ma-zamua.*



• "The Hebrew spelling of Magugu is 
“Magog,” and thus “Magog” simply means 
“the land of Gog.”  (Jeffrey Goodman, 
Ph.D., The Comets Of God: New Scientific 
Evidence For God-Recent archeological, 
geological and astronomical discoveries that 
shine new light on the Bible and its 
prophecies, 475-482 (Kindle Edition); 
Tucson, AZ; Archaeological Research 
Books L.L.C.)  



• Lydia (i.e., Magog) was actually one of the leading 
nations that formed the Roman Empire.   

• So Ezekiel describes a time when the people of 
God would be attacked by the Roman Empire, 
yet would be victorious against it.  Why?  Because 
God would intervene and save His people.   

• That is exactly what happened with the way the 
Roman Empire attacked God's people, the 
church.  God brought the nation of Rome to its' 
knees and His people were redeemed.  



THE NEW TEMPLE (EZEKIEL 
40-48)



THE "NEW TEMPLE" IN 
EZEKIEL 



• Ezekiel 40-48 gives a description of the "new temple" 
that God would establish for His people.   

• What is this new temple?   

• Throughout the centuries, there have been two 
interpretations of this temple.   

• Some claim that it is a literal Jewish temple that will be 
rebuilt; others claim that it is a symbolic description of 
the church that Jesus built, especially as pictured in 
Heaven. 

• Let's take a closer look.  



LITERAL OR SYMBOLIC?



• There are many who teach that all 
prophecy should be interpreted literally.  
(This is one of the reasons why many 
believe that this passage in Ezekiel teaches 
that the Old Testament system will be 
reinstated at the Second Coming).   

• However, the fact is that prophecy in the 
Bible often is not just literal, but symbolic.  



• Hebrews 1:1-God, who at various times 
and in various ways spoke in time past to 
the fathers by the prophets,



• "God, in speaking to the fathers through the 
prophets, spoke in the language of the people 
to whom the message was delivered.  Speaking 
in the language of man would involve speaking 
in more than one manner.  There is no 
language on earth that does not have in it 
some variation in the manner of speaking.  
Why, then, should one expect the Bible, which 
was written over a long period of time and in 
many different places, to present its message 
in one manner only?  



• "When we let the Bible speak for itself, it 
does not take us long to realize that it 
employs figurative language as well as literal 
descriptions.  Furthermore, it expressly 
states that the message of the prophets was 
not always clothed in the same manner of 
speech.  'God, having of old time spoken unto 
the fathers in the prophets by divers portions 
and in divers manners, hat at the end of these 
days spoken unto us in His Son' (Heb. 1:1-2).  



• "Although God revealed His message to 
the prophets in more than one way, this 
passage does not refer to how God 
revealed it to the prophet.  It has 
reference to the message of God which 
the prophet spoke to the people.  God 
spoke 'unto the fathers in the prophets.'  



• "The message was spoken in divers 
manners.  As the Expositor's Greek 
Testament put it: 'Not in one stereotyped 
manner but in modes varying with the 
message, the messenger, and those to 
whom the word is sent.  Sometimes, 
therefore, God spoke by an institution, 
sometimes by parable, sometimes in a 
psalm, sometimes in an act of righteous 
indignation.'  



• "The Pulpit Commentary expressed it this 
way: 'Some were in way of primeval 
promises; some of glimpses into the Divine 
righteousness, as in the Law given from 
Mount Sinai, some of significant ritual, as in 
the same Law; some of typical history and 
typical persons; spoken of under inspiration 
as representing an unfulfilled idea; some of 
the yearnings and aspirations, or distinct 
predictions, of psalmists and of prophets.'  



• "Joseph Bryant Rotherham commented: 'The speech of 
one prophet was florid and full; of another, plain, brief, 
abrupt.  One prophet, dealing chiefly with current 
events and wants, only with momentary abruptness 
darted forth into the future; while his fellow, soaring 
aloft at once, saw the future in perspective like a vast 
landscape, his visions demanding an instructed and 
cultured eye to decipher them.  Sometimes several 
difficulties of manner clogged a single prediction.  
Nathan, to whom David spake-one moment-as if of 
royal children needing chastisement, and-the next-as if 
of a Son who needed none...'  



• "Our Lord himself spoke in divers manners.  In 
some cases He spoke plainly, and in other cases 
He spoke in parables (Matt. 13:2, 34-35).  All 
prophecy must be interpreted in but one 
manner-only if all prophecy was spoken in one 
manner.  To maintain that all prophecy was 
uttered in one manner is to contradict the 
Bible.  Therefore, the conclusion is that all 
prophecy cannot be interpreted alike, it cannot 
all be interpreted in one manner, because all 
was not spoken in the same mann er. 



• "We do not arbitrarily decide that all 
other books must be interpreted in only 
one manner, so why insist on interpreting 
all of the Bible in one manner?"  (James D. 
Bales, Prophecy And Premillennialism, 26-28; 
Searcy, Arkansas)  



• The Bible uses figurative and literal 
language.  Now, consider the Book of 
Ezekiel.   There are many indicators plainly 
indicated throughout the Book that 
Ezekiel uses figurative language as well as 
literal.  For example, there is explicit 
m e n t i o n m a d e i n t h e B o o k o f 
"proverbs" (12:22-23; 14:8; 16:44; 18:2-3).  
Furthermore, there are clear allusions to 
parables in the Book (17:2; 24:3).  



• Consider also the symbolic imagery of 
Ezekiel making a sculpture of the city of 
Jerusalem (4:1-3), lying on his side (4:4-6), his 
diet and cooking tools (4:8-13), shaving his 
beard (5:1), his cooking pot (24:1-14), etc.   

• Ezekiel is absolutely full of symbolic 
language.  Therefore, it should not surprise 
us if this vision of the Temple is symbolic in 
nature.  



THE PROPORTIONS OF THE 
TEMPLE SHOW IT IS SYMBOLIC



• The proportions of the Temple to the land 
show that Ezekiel clearly understood this 
was symbolic and not to be taken literally.  



• "Another problem is the location of the 
temple. A study of chapters 45 and 48 
seem to place the new temple well above 
the present city of Jerusalem. It is to be in 
the center of a section which is 25,000 
reeds square or slightly more than 47 
miles on each side. The totality of this 
sacred area appears to be above or north 
of the city of Jerusalem both ancient and 
modern....



• "The most acute problem, however, is 
whether or not the sacred area of some 
47 statute miles each way can be placed 
between the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Jordan River which constitute the western 
and eastern boundaries of the Israel 
Ezekiel depicts....



• "And since I am bound by the word, I 
must accept the larger dimensions, even 
though the land area is inadequate. The 
simplest method of resolving the problem 
is to hold that Ezekiel’s description was 
not intended to be taken literally, and that 
the impossible dimensions is proof of the 
idealistic nature of the chapters involved.  



• "In order that the reader may get the 
proper perspective of this matter, an 
effort will be made to describe distances 
involved. The northern extremity of the 
square area with sides of 47 miles would 
run east and west from about the ancient 
city of Dor or the lower end of the Mt. 
Carmel range.



• "However, the distance from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan is only 
about 40 miles at this point. This would 
require several miles of territory on the 
east side of the Jordan to complete the 
distance Ezekiel’s figures demand. But the 
Jordan is given as the eastern limits of 
Israel’s territory in Ezekiel’s prophecy, 
hence we have no basis for extending the 
line beyond the Jordan.  



• "Then in addition to the square itself, areas 
east of the square and also west of the 
square are given for the prince or ruler. On 
the west a triangular portion would be 
formed by a line running due south from 
Dor, because the coast line gradually veers 
to the west. But on the east, any portion 
for the prince would extend still further 
beyond the Jordan which is the eastern 
boundary established by Ezekiel.



• "Thus the division of land which Ezekiel 
describes is larger than the land area it is 
supposed to fit into. This is a very forceful 
argument for the figurative or idealistic 
interpretation. Surely Ezekiel is giving a 
clue that this should not be taken literally.  
(Everett I. Carver, When Jesus Comes Again, 
2895-3090 (Kindle Edition); Prestonsburg, 
KY; Reformation Publishers).  



• These dimensions of Ezekiel for the 
Temple make it pretty clear that he is not 
talking about a literal rebuilt temple.   

• Instead, this is a symbolic representation 
of the church of Christ, especially as it will 
exist in Heaven at the Second Coming.  



THE "PRINCE" OF THE 
TEMPLE



• The first thing to notice about this new 
"temple" is that its' Builder and Leader is 
referred to as "the Prince."   

• The ancient Jewish interpretations of this 
"Prince" indicated that they identified Him 
as the Messiah.  Their commentaries, and 
the plain reading of the text itself, lead to 
this conclusion.  



• The first clue that this Prince is the 
Messiah is the fact that the Book of 
Ezekiel had earlier referred to God's 
"Prince" as David (which the Jews had 
traditionally used as a title for the 
Messiah).  



• Ezekiel 34:24-And I, the LORD, will be 
their God, and My servant David a prince 
among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.



• Ezekiel 37:25-Then they shall dwell in the 
land that I have given to Jacob My servant, 
where your fathers dwelt; and they shall 
dwell there, they, their children, and their 
children's children, forever; and My 
servant David shall be their prince forever.



• The Prince seems to be identified with 
Jehovah by the fact that He enters the 
Temple from the East, as only Jehovah 
does (more on this later).  



SOME SPECIFICS ABOUT THE TEMPLE 
FROM AN EXPERT ON 

CONSTRUCTION 



• "God’s glory approaches the Temple from 
the east (43:4), the direction by which 
Joshua first led Israel across the Jordan’s 
dry riverbed in the conquest of the 
Promised Land. This also reverses the 
direction of the earlier departure of God’s 
glory from the First (Solomonic) Temple, 
which was eastward over the Mount of 
Olives (11:23)....



• "The divine Presence proceeds westward 
on this axis into the Inner Court and fills 
the whole Temple with the glory of God 
(43:5). A miraculous, ever-increasing 
stream of water issuing from the 
Sanctuary emerges from the Temple on 
this E-W axis by the East Outer Gate, and 
then proceeds to bring life to the barren 
regions of the eastern desert (47:1-12)....



• "Circumcised lay worshipers (and a new leader called the 
Prince) either enter the Temple at the North Outer Gate 
(Fig. 4) and leave through the South Outer Gate, or the 
reverse, entering via the South Outer Gate and leaving 
through the North one (46:9).1 Lay worshipers must skirt 
around the Inner Court, which is the exclusive domain of 
priests and Levites. Worshipers leave their sacrificial 
offerings (as in Lev. 1:11 and in the First Temple, as 
explicitly referred to in Ezek. 8:5) outside the North Gate 
of the Inner Court (40:35ff). When the Prince is in the 
East Inner Gate (Fig. 4), lay worshipers may gather in the 
Outer Court adjacent to that gate to join with him in 
worship (46:3).



• "Ezekiel himself, in the new “laws” of his Temple 
(47:22), envisions a day when even the gerim—
the resident aliens within the land of Israel—will 
receive citizenship rights significantly greater 
than under the Torah of Moses.3 Thus Ezekiel’s 
Temple is, as has been said, not about Israel 
hoarding God’s glory, but about spreading it to 
the four corners of creation, to Gentile as well 
as Jew, fulfilling God’s depiction to Abraham in 
Genesis 13 of an Israel extending as far as could 
be seen to the north, east, south, and west.



• "The altar is at the center of Ezekiel’s 
Temple compound (Ezek. 40:13, 23, 27, 
47) because God’s continual dwelling with 
man requires atonement—making God 
and man “at one”—due to man’s sin (Ezek. 
43:18-27, etc.) God is too holy to look on 
sin (Hab. 1:13); the unrepentent sinner 
must die (Ezek. 18:20). Approved animal 
sacrifices are graciously accepted by God 
as substitutes (Gen. 4:3-5).



• "Typically, as the sacrificial animal was killed, 
the person who brought the animal would 
lay his hands on its head as a symbol that his 
own sins were transfered to that animal. The 
reason Ezekiel’s altar is located at the 
intersection of both of the axes is that God 
is the ultimate provider (on the East-West 
Axis) as well as the recipient (on the North-
South Axis) of those sacrifices (Gen. 3:21, 
22:8-14; Lev. 17:11; Ps. 50:10-12).  



• "Block (Ezekiel, Vol. II, p. 611) notes that 
the two sacrifice types of Ezekiel’s 
Temple, burnt and peace [NJPS: well-
being] offerings, reflect the two sides of 
the covenant relationship between God 
and man. The burnt offerings (‘olah) are 
for God, the peace offerings (shelamim) 
are eaten by, and nourish the worshiper.



• "The hearth atop the altar, where sacrifices 
are devoured by flame and converted to 
smoke, is called ‘Ari’el—Lion of God (Ezek. 
43:15-16, Qere), reflecting God’s ferocious 
hatred of sin. The hearth is reached via 
either steps or a ramp on the altar’s east side 
(43:17), in contrast to what are understood 
to have been south-facing ones in the earlier 
First (Solomonic) Temple and the later 
Second Temple built after Ezekiel’s time...."  



• "On the East-West Axis, the new leader called the 
Prince crosses the Outer Court from the west-
facing porch of the East Outer Gate to the east-
facing porch of the East Inner Gate to commune 
with God and present his offerings on behalf of 
Israel (46:1-2, 44:3). This East-to-West movement 
(Fig. 6) distinguishes him from the people, whose 
movement pattern is North-South, and places him 
on the same axis of God’s sovereign actions with 
those of YHWH Himself and the conquest of the 
Promised Land under Joshua.  



• "On the North-South Axis, the Prince enters and 
leaves with lay worshipers through the North and 
South Outer Gates (46:10). Though not a priest, he 
acts as a worship leader for Israel (45:21-46:12). 
Identified with David, he is “forever” [NJPS: “for all 
time”] the “one shepherd” who seeks the lost, binds 
the broken, and strengthens the sick in Ezekiel’s 
joined North-South stick (Ezek. 34: 12-16, 23-24; 
37:24-25)."  (Emil Heller Henning III,   Ezekiel's 
Temple: A Scriptural Framework Illustrating The 
Covenant Of Grace, 185-278 (Kindle Edition); Xulon 
Press; www.xulonpress.org)

http://www.xulonpress.org


THE HEALING WATERS



• The vision of the New Temple also 
describes the "healing waters" (Ezekiel 
47:1-12).  This is identified in the Book of 
Revelation as being a part of Heaven 
(Revelation 22:1-5).  For this reason, it is 
probable that the vision of the church 
which Ezekiel beholds describes the 
church as it will be in Heaven.  



NOTES



ON "DAVID" AS A TYPE FOR 
THE MESSIAH

• ""The King Messiah, as Kimchi interprets it; and 
so Abarbinel (i) and others; being of the seed of 
David, and of whom David was an eminent type; 
and who, as Mediator, is the Lord's servant, and 
as man appeared in the form of one: this shows 
that this prophecy looks further than the times 
o f d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m t h e B a b y l o n i s h 
captivity."  (John Gill)  


