
EZRA



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP



• "The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
were one book in the original Hebrew 
Old Testament (see ch. 3). They are 
really Ezra-Nehemiah. Hence, the 
authorship and purpose of these books 
will be considered together. The 
evidence would indicate that Ezra the 
priest, leader of the second group of 
the remnant returning from Babylon, 
is the author of Ezra-Nehemiah.



• "1. First of all, much of the Book of 
Ezra (7:28—9:15) is written in the first 
person (from the “I” point of view). 
Nehemiah 1:1—7:5 represents itself as 
quoting “the words of Nehemiah” in 
the first person. This no doubt was 
compiled by Ezra from Nehemiah’s 
firsthand account. 2. Ezra 1:1 connects 
the book with the last verse of II 
Chronicles, which was also written by 
Ezra (see ch. 19).



• "3. Both Chronicles and Ezra-
Nehemiah are the work of a priestly 
chronicler, manifesting a priestly 
interest, emphasis, and point of 
v i e w . 4 . T h e v i v i d n e s s a n d 
continuity of the accounts favor an 
eyewitness author like Ezra....



• "5. Ezra had access to the library of 
Nehemiah (cf. II Macc. 2:13) from 
which he could have compiled material 
for the events of which he was not an 
eyewitness. 6. The Jewish Babylonian 
Talmud (Baba Bathra 15a) attributes 
this book to Ezra."  (Norman Geisler, 
A Popular Survey Of The Old Testament, 
2421-2431 (Kindle Edition); Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Baker Book House)



JUST WHO WAS EZRA?  

• Ezra 7:11-This is a copy of the letter 
that King Artaxerxes gave Ezra the 
priest, the scribe, expert in the words 
of the commandments of the LORD, 
and of His statutes to Israel:



TIME OF WRITING
• Ezra and Nehemiah were contemporaries 

(Nehemiah 8:9).  Ezra, the priest/scribe, 
arrived in Jerusalem in 457-458 B.C. in the 
seventh year of the king (Ezra 7:8), and 
Nehemiah in 444 B.C. (Nehemiah  1:1).  
Nehemiah returned to Babylon in the 32nd 
year, or 433 B.C.  (Nehemiah 13:6).  This 
means Ezra/Nehemiah was written shortly 
after 433 B.C.       



WHERE DID EZRA GET 
HIS INFORMATION?



• 2 Maccabees 2:13 (Douay-Rheims 
Translation)-And these same things 
were set down in the memoirs, and 
commentaries of Nehemias: and 
how he made a l ibrary , and 
gathered together out of the 
countries, the books both of the 
prophets, and of David, and the 
epistles of the kings, and concerning 
the holy gifts.



GENERAL TIMELINE OF 
EVENTS



Three Captivities  Three Returns

606 B.C. (2 Kings 
24; Jeremiah 25:1ff; 
Daniel 1)  
597 B.C. (2 Kings 
24:10-16; Ezekiel 
1:1-2; Esther 2:5-6)
586 B.C. (2 Kings 
2 4 : 1 8 - 2 5 : 2 1 ; 2 
C h r o n i c l e s 
26:11-21; Jeremiah 
52:1-11)

536 B.C. (Led By 
Zerubbabel-Ezra 
2 : 2 ; N e h e m i a h 
12:1-26)
457 B.C. (Led By 
Ezra-Ezra 7:1-10)
444 B.C. (Led By 
N e h e m i a h -
Nehemiah 1-2)



THEME

• The Book of Ezra is written primarily 
to provide a history for the Hebrews 
regarding the Return from Captivity in 
Babylon as they begin to rebuild 
Jerusalem for the coming of the 
Messiah.  



KEY VERSE

• Ezra 7:10-For Ezra had prepared his 
heart to seek the Law of the LORD, 
and to do it, and to teach statutes and 
ordinances in Israel.  



BOOK OUTLINE

• The Book of Ezra may be divided into 
two sections.  

• The Return Under Zerubbabel (1-6).  

• The Return Under Ezra (7-10).   



THE MAIN FOCUS OF THE 
RETURN OF ZERUBBABEL
• 2 Chronicles 36:23-Thus says Cyrus king 

of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth 
the LORD God of heaven has given me. 
And He has commanded me to build 
Him a house at Jerusalem which is in 
Judah. Who is among you of all His 
people? May the LORD his God be with 
him, and let him go up!



THE MAIN FOCUS OF 
THE RETURN OF EZRA

• Ezra 9:9-For we were slaves. Yet our 
God did not forsake us in our bondage; 
but He extended mercy to us in the 
sight of the kings of Persia, to revive 
us, to repair the house of our God, to 
rebuild its ruins, and to give us a wall 
in Judah and Jerusalem.



CHAPTER OVERVIEW 



1-2 (536 B.C.)  



• Cyrus, the king of Persia, orders 
wi l l ing Hebrews to return to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple.  

• C y r u s s e n d s b a c k a l l o f t h e 
instruments of the Temple that 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken in 606, 
597, and 586 B.C.  

• All together, some 49, 600 Jews 
returned with Zerubbabel.  



3-4 (536-534 B.C.)  



• The Jews offer various sacrifices to God 
when they reach Jerusalem and observe 
the Feast of Tabernacles.  

• The foundation for the Temple is begun.  

• The enemies of the Jews hamper the 
work.  They wrote to King Artaxerex 
(Cyrus) and said that the Jews had 
intentions of rebelling against Persia.  
Artaxeres ordered the work on the 
Temple to stop immediately.  



• Ezra 4:4-5-4     Then the people of the 
land tried to discourage the people 
of Judah. They troubled them in 
building, 5      and hired counselors 
against them to frustrate their 
purpose all the days of Cyrus king of 
Persia, even until the reign of 
Darius king of Persia.



• Ezra 4:23-24-23     Now when the copy of 
King Artaxerxes' letter was read 
before Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went up in 
haste to Jerusalem against the Jews, 
and by force of arms made them cease.  
24     Thus the work of the house of God 
which is at Jerusalem ceased, and it 
was discontinued until the second year 
of the reign of Darius king of Persia.



5-6 (520 B.C.)



• God raises up the Prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo to encourage the 
people to restart the work of building the 
Temple.  They also exhort the people to repent 
of their various sins.  Even though it is agains 
the law of the land to rebuild the Temple, they 
choose to obey God instead.  However, Darius 
then authorized them to continue the work.   

• The Temple was completed and dedicated to 
God.  It was completed in March of the year 520 
B.C. (Ezra 6:15).  

• The people celebrate Passover.  



• Ezra 6:14-16- 14     So the elders of the Jews built, 
and they prospered through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo. And they built and finished it, according to 
the commandment of the God of Israel, and 
according to the command of Cyrus, Darius, and 
Artaxerxes king of Persia.  15      Now the temple 
was finished on the third day of the month of 
Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of 
King Darius.  16     Then the children of Israel, the 
priests and the Levites and the rest of the 
descendants of the captivity, celebrated the 
dedication of this house of God with joy.



SPECIAL NOTE

• Between the time-frame of Ezra 6 and 
7, the events of the Book of Esther 
take place (486-464 B.C.).  



7-8 (457 B.C.)  



• Ezra now recounts his Return to 
Jerusalem.  

• King Artaxerxes commissions Ezra to 
return to the land and finish the work 
that had been begun .  He a l so 
commissions Ezra to take the Law of God 
to the people of Israel and teach them.  

• He brings with him some 2, 000 more 
Hebrews to rebuild the rest of the city 
(including the walls and the streets).  



• Ezra 7:7- Some of the children of 
Israel, the priests, the Levites, the 
singers, the gatekeepers, and the 
Nethinim came up to Jerusalem in 
t h e s e v e n t h y e a r o f K i n g 
Artaxerxes.



• Ezra 7:25-26-25      And you, Ezra, according 
to your God-given wisdom, set magistrates 
and judges who may judge all the people 
who are in the region beyond the River, all 
such as know the laws of your God; and 
teach those who do not know them.  26    
Whoever will not observe the law of your 
God and the law of the king, let judgment 
be executed speedily on him, whether it be 
death, or banishment, or confiscation of 
goods, or imprisonment.



• Ezra proclaims a fast for the people 
as they begin to return, asking for 
The Lord to bless them on their 
return.  

• They return to Jerusalem and begin 
to teach the people the Word of 
God.  They also begin to rebuild the 
wall.  



9-10 (457 B.C.)  



• Ezra is informed that the people 
who have returned from the 
Captivity are again sinning terribly 
against The Lord.  By intermarrying 
with the pagans, they have begun 
adopting many of their ways, just as 
their fathers had done.  

• Ezra prays for the people, and many 
of them repent.  



• Ezra 9:1-2-1      When these things were done, 
the leaders came to me, saying, "The people of 
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not 
separated themselves from the peoples of the 
lands, with respect to the abominations of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the 
Egyptians, and the Amorites.  2     For they have 
taken some of their daughters as wives for 
themselves and their sons, so that the holy 
seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands. 
Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has 
been foremost in this trespass."



• Ezra 10:1-3-1     Now while Ezra was praying, and while 
he was confessing, weeping, and bowing down before 
the house of God, a very large assembly of men, 
women, and children gathered to him from Israel; for 
the people wept very bitterly.  2     And Shechaniah the 
son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, spoke up and 
said to Ezra, "We have trespassed against our God, 
and have taken pagan wives from the peoples of the 
land; yet now there is hope in Israel in spite of this.  3 
    Now therefore, let us make a covenant with our God 
to put away all these wives and those who have been 
born to them, according to the advice of my master 
and of those who tremble at the commandment of 
our God; and let it be done according to the law.



SPECIAL STUDIES



FASTING IN SCRIPTURE



• We are taught here about the 
importance of fasting.  

• Ezra had proclaimed a fast in order 
to "seek from Him the right way."  



• F a s t i n g i n t h e B i b l e w a s 
intentionally abstaining from food, 
water, and (at t imes) sexual 
relations for various periods of time 
and for various reasons.  



• Sometimes fasting was done as a sign of 
sorrow for sin and repentance (Judges 
20:26; 1 Samuel 7:6; 1 Kings 21:27; Acts 9:9).  

• Sometimes was fasting done during times 
of grieving and bereavement (1 Chronicles 
10:12; 1 Samuel 31:13).  

• Sometimes was fasting done to seek 
specific blessing in prayer and guidance 
from The Lord (2 Samuel 12:16-22; Ezra 
8:21; Acts 13:2-3).  



THREE FASTS IN THE 
BIBLE

• Complete fast from all food and drink 
for limited time (Acts 9:9).  

• Fast from food for different amounts 
of (Matthew 4:1-11).  

• Fasting from certain foods or drinks 
for specific durations (Daniel 10:1-3).  



• Jesus forbids hypocrisy in fasting 
(Matthew 6:16-18).  Likewise, forced 
fasting is forbidden (1 Timothy 4:1-5).  

• He teaches that His disciples will fast in 
the New Testament.   Notice the "when 
you fast" of Matthew 6:16-18.  Also study 
Mark 2:19-22.  

• The New Testament church often prayed 
and fasted together (cf. Acts 13:1-3; 
14:23).  



THE SEVENTY WEEKS 
PROPHECY



• In Daniel 9:24-27, there is a 
remarkable prophecy made that 
involves Ezra.  

• Let's notice the prophecy and then 
we will carefully examine it.  



• Daniel 9:24-27-24      "Seventy weeks are 
determined For your people and for your holy 
city, To finish the transgression, To make an 
end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, 
To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal 
up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the 
Most Holy.  25      "Know therefore and 
understand, That from the going forth of the 
command To restore and build Jerusalem Until 
Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven 
weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall 
be built again, and the wall , Even in 
troublesome times.



• "26      "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah 
shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the 
people of the prince who is to come Shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of 
it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the 
war desolations are determined.  27      Then he 
shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week; But in the middle of the week He shall 
bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on 
the wing of abominations shall be one who 
makes desolate, Even until the consummation, 
which is determined, Is poured out on the 
desolate."



WEEKS?  



• Often in discussing judgement, a 
Prophet would use a "day" to stand 
for an entire "year."  This was 
commonly done throughout the Old 
Testament.  



• Numbers 14:34-35-34      According to 
the number of the days in which you 
spied out the land, forty days, for each 
day you shall bear your guilt one year, 
namely forty years, and you shall know 
My rejection.  35      I the LORD have 
spoken this. I will surely do so to all 
this evi l congregation who are 
gathered together against Me. In this 
wilderness they shall be consumed, and 
there they shall die.' "



• Ezekiel 4:6-And when you have 
completed them, lie again on your 
right side; then you shall bear the 
iniquity of the house of Judah forty 
days. I have laid on you a day for 
each year.



• "1. The Hebrew word for "week" is 
shabua and l iterally means a 
"seven." (We should disassociate 
any English concept of week with 
the concept intended by Gabriel.) 
Then, in Hebrew, the idea of 70 
weeks is "seventy sevens."



• "2. The Jews were familiar with a 
"seven" of both days and years. "It 
was, in certain respects, even more 
important." 22/13 3. Leviticus 25:2-4 
illustrates the above fact. Leviticus 
25:8 shows that there was a multiple of 
a week of years. Remembering what 
has been said previously, there are 
several reasons for believing that the 
70 weeks mentioned in Daniel are 70 
sevens of years.  



• "1. Daniel had been thinking in terms 
of years and multiples of seven earlier 
in the chapter (Daniel 9:1,2). 2. Daniel 
knew that the Babylonian captivity 
was based on violation of the Sabbatic 
year, and since they were in captivity 
for 70 years, evidently the Sabbatic 
year was violated 490 years (Leviticus 
26:32-35; II Chronicles 36:21 and 
Daniel 9:24).



• "3. The context is consistent and makes 
sense when we understand the 70 weeks as 
years. 4. Shabua is found in Daniel 10:2,3. 
Context demands it to mean "weeks" of 
days. It is literally "three sevens of days." If 
Daniel meant days in 9:24-27, why don't we 
find the same form of expression as that in 
chapter 10? Obviously, years are meant in 
chapter 9."  (Josh McDowell, Evidence That 
Demands A Verdict Volume One, 171-172 
(Kindle Edition); Nashville, TN; Thomas 
Nelson Publishers)  



• So we have a period of 490 years (70 x 7).  

• Now, the prophecy is divided up into 
three periods: 

• 7 Weeks (49 years) 

• 62 Weeks (434 years)

• 1 Week (7 years)  

• The reason for this division will become 
apparent.  



• The 483 weeks would bring about 
many things: the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem (including the Temple, 
the city, and the walls) ; the 
forgiveness of sins; the completion 
of Old Testament prophecy; the 
coming of the Messiah, etc.  



WHEN IS THE STARTING 
POINT OF THE PROPHECY?



• As we have noticed, there were three 
returns   of the Hebrews to the city: 

• Zerubbabel (536 B.C.) 

• Ezra (457 B.C.)

• Nehemiah (444 B.C.)  

• Remember that the starting point 
would have to include the rebuilding of 
the wall.  



• The commission to Zerubbabel was to 
rebuild the Temple (2 Chronicles 
36:23).  Even though attempts may 
have been made by him to rebuild the 
walls, they were unsuccessful (Ezra 
5:3).  

• By the time of Nehemiah, we see that 
he was greatly disturbed when he 
learned that the walls had not yet 
been fully rebuilt.   



• "It should be noted that when Nehemiah first heard 
from his brother Hanani that the walls of Jerusalem 
had not already been rebuilt, he was bitterly 
disappointed and depressed—as if he had previously 
supposed that they had been rebuilt (Neh. 1:1–4). 
This strongly suggests that there had already been 
a previous decree authorizing the rebuilding of 
those city walls. Such an earlier decree is found in 
connection with Ezra’s group that returned to 
Jerusalem in 457, the seventh year of Artaxerxes I."  
(Gleason Archer, The New International Encyclopedia 
Of Bible Difficulties, 7622-7628 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan)  



• Ezra 9:9-For we were slaves. Yet 
our God did not forsake us in our 
bondage; but He extended mercy to 
us in the sight of the kings of Persia, 
to revive us, to repair the house of 
our God, to rebuild its ruins, and to 
g ive us a wa l l in Judah and 
Jerusalem.  



• Ezra is the one who was Divinely 
commissioned to rebuild Jerusalem, 
including the walls.  While it was 
not finished until Nehemiah joined 
h i m , c l e a r l y E z r a h a d b e e n 
commissioned to this work.  

• Thus, the starting point of the 
prophecy is 457 B.C.  



THE FIRST SEVEN 
SEVENS (49 YEARS)



• The first    part of the prophecy was 7 
"sevens," or 49 years.  

• Starting with 457 and subtracting 49, 
you come to the year 408 B.C.  

• What happened at this point?  The last 
Book of the Old Testament (i.e., 
Malachi) was written.  

• Just as the prophecy said, "prophecy" 
was "sealed up."  



• Continuing on, you come to the 
year A.D. 27-the very year that 
Jesus was baptized!  

• This incredible prophecy (if based 
on a 365 day calendar) was fulfilled 
exactly as prophesied.  



ANOTHER POSSIBILITY



• If the prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 
actually commended in 444 B.C. 
with Nehemiah's return, it would 
also relate to the coming of Christ.  

• How so?  



• "The Bible always deals in 360 day 
years. Sir Robert Anderson noted 
that fact, and that led to the 
unraveling of this verse, Daniel 9:25. 
In Genesis 7- 8, a year consists of 12 
thirty- day months. It sounds very 
peculiar, but the books of Daniel 
and Revelation deal with this too.



• "So from Genesis to Revelation, for 
certain purposes at least, we’re 
dealing in 360 day years. As we 
investigate this further, it’s very 
puzzling because all the ancient 
civilizations had calendars based on 
360 day calendars.



• "This includes the following: Assyrians 
Chaldeans Egyptians Hebrews Persians 
Greeks Phoenicians Chinese Mayans 
Hindus Carthaginians Etruscans 
Teutons They typically had 12 thirty- 
day months, but sometimes with slight 
variations. Then they all change about 
701 B.C."  (Chick Missler, Daniel's 70 
Weeks: Profiles In Prophecy, 330-340 
(Kindle Edition); Coeur d’Alene, ID; 
Koinonia House)  



• "If Daniel is correct, the time from 
the edict to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem (Nisan 1, 444 B.C.) to the 
coming of the Messiah to Jerusalem 
is 483 years, each year equaling the 
360-day year (173,880 days). Will 
these calculations match with 
history and time?...



• "Using the 360-day year, Hoehner 
calculates the terminal day of the 69 
weeks of Daniel’s prophecy as follows: 
Multiplying the sixty-nine weeks by 
seven years for each week by 360 days 
gives a total of 173,880 days. The 
difference between 444 B.C. and A.D. 
33 then is 476 solar years. By 
multiplying 476 by 365.24219879, or by 
365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, 45.975 
seconds, one comes to 173,855 days.



• "This leaves only 25 days to be 
accounted for between 444 B.C. and 
A.D. 33. By adding the 25 days to 
March 5 (of 444 B.C.), one comes to 
March 30 (of A.D. 33) which was Nisan 
10 in A.D. 33. This is the triumphal 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 69/138."  
(Josh McDowell & Bill Wilson, A Ready 
Defense: The Best Of Josh McDowell, 
58-59  (Kindle Edition); Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson, Inc.)  


