
1 & 2 CHRONICLES



• 1 Chronicles covers the same time and 
material as 1 and 2 Samuel.  

• 2 Chronicles covers the same time and 
material as 1 and 2 Kings.  

• While the Books of Samuel and Kings 
were written from a Prophetic point of 
view (i.e., written by Prophets), 1 and 2 
Chronicles were written from a scholarly 
point of view (i.e., written by Ezra the 
Scribe).   



OVERVIEW



• 1 Chronicles has 29 chapters.  

• 2 Chronicles has 36 chapters.  

• Since the Books cover the same material 
as the Books of Samuel and Kings, we 
will not do a chapter overview.  

• Instead, we will notice some important 
introductory material and apologetics 
issues that often come up in regard to 
these Books.   



AUTHORSHIP



• "Tradition points to Ezra the priest as 
the author of Chronicles and the 
external evidence is not incompatible 
with this ancient attribution. 1. First of 
all the books appear to have been 
written between 450 and 425 B.C. The 
historical narration ends with Cyrus’s 
proclamation that the Jews could 
return to their land (539 B.C.). I 
Chronicles 3:17-24 lists six names after 
Zerubbabel.



• "It is possible that these names could 
represent six successive generations 
after Zerubbabel, covering about a 
hundred years (i.e., from 525 B.C. to 425 
B.C.). It has also been suggested that 
these names do not represent successive 
generations, but are merely the sons of 
Zerubbabel (Young, Introduction to the 
Old Testament, p. 383). It is not an 
uncommon practice in Chronicles to list 
all the sons born to one set of parents.  



• "2.  Chronicles is definitely written 
from a priestly point of view. It is a 
history of the Temple, stressing the 
priests and the theocratic line of 
David in Judah. There are only 
tangential references to Israel in the 
north, and there is a general 
absence of references to prophetic 
figures (in contrast to Kings).  



• "3. The Books of Chronicles bear 
continuity in substance, viewpoint, 
and style with the Books of Ezra-
Nehemiah, which were probably 
written by Ezra (see ch. 21). Notice 
that II Chronicles ends with the 
same verse that begins Ezra and 
that both books speak from the 
same priestly vantage point in their 
Temple-centered history.  



• "4. The Jewish Talmud ascribes the 
Books of Chronicles to Ezra (Baba 
Bathra 15a). This tradition is 
plausible in view of the fact that 
Ezra, as the great leader of the 
repatriated remnant, was a likely 
chronicler of the history of these 
returned peoples.  



• "5. According to 11 Maccabees 2:13 
governor Nehemiah “founded a library 
and collected books about the kings 
and prophets and the writings of 
David....” If this is true, then it is 
reasonable to assume that his close 
associate Ezra would have had access 
to th is co l lect ion in compi l ing 
Chronicles. Note that the author of 
Chronicles refers to many written 
sources of his work: 



• "(a) the Chronicles of Samuel the Seer, (b) the 
Chronicles of Nathan the Seer, (c) the Chronicles of 
Gad the Seer (I Chron. 29:29), (d) the History of 
Nathan the Prophet (II Chron. 9:29), (e) the 
Chronicles of Shemaiah the Prophet and Iddo (II 
Chron.12:15), (f) the Story of the Prophet Iddo (II 
Chron. 13:22), (g) the Book of the Kings of Judah 
and Israel (II Chron. 16:11 ), (h) the Chronicles of 
Jehu, recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel (II 
Chron. 20:34), (i) the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel (II Chron. 33:18)."  (Norman Geisler, A 
Popular Survey Of The Old Testament, 2245-2265 
(Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker 
Books)  



WHO WERE THE 
SCRIBES?



• "Although scribes are mentioned in the Bible 
as far back as 1,000 B.C. (Samuel 8:17), history 
records three general periods of Jewish scribal 
tradition: (1) the period of Sopherim (from 
Ezra until c. A.D. 200); (2) the Talmudic period 
(A.D. 100 to 500); and (3) the period of the 
Massoretes (c. 500 to 950) (Geisler and Nix, 
1986, p. 502). Jewish copyists were aware of 
the importance of their work and took it very 
seriously."  (Kyle Butt, Behold!  The Word Of 
God, 267-272 (Kindle Edition); Montgomery, 
Alabama; Apologetics Press)  



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

• 1 and 2 Chronicles must be viewed in 
the light of the three deportations of 
the Hebrews by Babylon and the three 
returns to their land.  



Three Captivities  Three Returns

606 B.C. (2 Kings 
24; Jeremiah 25:1ff; 
Daniel 1)  
597 B.C. (2 Kings 
24:10-16; Ezekiel 
1:1-2; Esther 2:5-6)
586 B.C. (2 Kings 
2 4 : 1 8 - 2 5 : 2 1 ; 2 
C h r o n i c l e s 
26:11-21; Jeremiah 
52:1-11)

536 B.C. (Led By 
Zerubbabel-Ezra 

2:2; Nehemiah 
12:1-26)

457 B.C. (Led By 
Ezra-Ezra 7:1-10)
444 B.C. (Led By 

Nehemiah-
Nehemiah 1-2)



KEY VERSE

• 2 Chronicles 16:9-For the eyes of the 
LORD run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to show Himself strong 
on behalf of those whose heart is loyal 
to Him...



SPECIAL STUDIES



CONTRADICTIONS?  



• One cannot study long in 1 and 2 
Chronicles without noticing that 
t h e r e a r e s o m e A P P A R E N T 
contradictions between these Books 
and other Books of the Old 
Testament.  

• Consider a few examples:



• 1 C h r o n i c l e s 
11:11-And this is 
the number of 
the mighty men 
w h o m D a v i d 
had: Jashobeam 
t h e s o n o f a 
H a c h m o n i t e , 
c h i e f o f t h e 
captains; he had 
l i f t e d u p h i s 
spear aga inst 
three hundred, 
killed by him at 
one time.

• 2 Samuel 23:8-
These are the 
names o f the 
m i g h t y m e n 
w h o m D a v i d 
h a d : J o s h e b -
Basshebeth the 
T a c h m o n i t e , 
chief among the 
captains. He was 
called Adino the 
Eznite, because 
he had k i l led 
eight hundred 
men at one time.



• 1 Chronicles 21:5-
Then Joab gave 
the sum of the 
n u m b e r o f t h e 
people to David. 
All Israel had one 
m i l l i o n o n e 
hundred thousand 
men who drew the 
sword, and Judah 
had four hundred 
a n d s e v e n t y 
thousand men who 
drew the sword.

• 2 Samuel 24:9-
Then Joab gave 
the sum of the 
number o f the 
people to the king. 
And there were in 
I s r a e l e i g h t 
hundred thousand 
valiant men who 
drew the sword, 
and the men of 
Judah were five 
hundred thousand 
men.



• 2 C h r o n i c l e s 
3:16-He made 
w r e a t h s o f 
chainwork, as in 
t h e i n n e r 
sanctuary, and 
put them on 
t o p o f t h e 
pillars; and he 
m a d e o n e 
h u n d r e d 
pomegranates, 
and put them 
on the wreaths 
of chainwork.

• 1 Kings 7:20-20    
The capitals on 
the two pillars 
a l s o h a d 
p o m e g r a n a t e s 
above , by the 
convex surface 
which was next 
to the network; 
and there were 
t w o h u n d r e d 
s u c h 
pomegranates in 
rows on each of 
the capitals all 
around.



• 2 Chronicles 
8 : 1 0 - A n d 
others were 
chiefs of the 
o f fi c i a l s o f 
King Solomon: 
two hundred 
and fifty, who 
ruled over the 
people.

• 1 Kings 9:23-
O t h e r s w e r e 
ch ie f s o f the 
o f fi c i a l s w h o 
w e r e o v e r 
Solomon's work: 
fi v e h u n d r e d 
and fifty, who 
ruled over the 
people who did 
the work.



• 2 C h r o n i c l e s 
36:9-     Jehoiachin 
was eight years 
o l d w h e n h e 
b e c a m e k i n g , 
and he reigned in 
Jerusalem three 
months and ten 
days. And he did 
evil in the sight 
of the LORD.  

• 2 K i n g s 2 4 : 8 -
J e h o i a c h i n w a s 
eighteen years old 
when he became 
k i n g , a n d h e 
r e i g n e d i n 
Jerusalem three 
m o n t h s . H i s 
m o t h e r ' s n a m e 
was Nehushta the 
d a u g h t e r o f 
E l n a t h a n o f 
Jerusalem.



• 2 Chronicles 9:25-
Solomon had four 
thousand stalls 
for horses and 
c h a r i o t s , a n d 
twelve thousand 
horsemen whom 
he stationed in 
the chariot cities 
and with the king 
at Jerusalem.

• 1 Kings 4:26-
Solomon had 
forty thousand 
stalls of horses 
for his chariots, 
a n d t w e l v e 
t h o u s a n d 
horsemen.



• How are we to explain these 
apparent contradictions?  

• The answer lies in remembering 
four things.  



ONE: INSPIRATION APPLIED TO 
THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS



• It is very important to realize that 
inspiration applied to the original 
manuscripts of the Bible.  God did 
not promise that every scribe who 
made a copy of the manuscripts 
would be safeguarded from error.  



• "When critics do come upon a genuine 
mistake in a manuscript copy, they 
make another fatal error— they 
assume it was in the original inspired 
text of Scripture. They forget that God 
only uttered the original text of 
Scripture, not the copies. Therefore, 
only the original text is without error. 
Inspiration does not guarantee that 
every copy of the original is without 
error.



• "Therefore, we are to expect that 
minor errors are to be found in 
manuscript copies. But, again, as St. 
Augustine wisely noted, when we 
run into a so- called “error” in the 
Bible, we must assume one of two 
things— either the manuscript was 
not copied correctly, or we have not 
understood it rightly...



• "While present copies of Scripture are 
very good, they are not without error. 
For example, 2 Kings 8:26 gives the 
age of king Ahaziah as twenty- two, 
whereas 2 Chronicles 22:2 says forty- 
two. The later number cannot be 
correct, or he would have been older 
than his father. This is obviously a 
copyist error, but it does not alter the 
inerrancy of the original...



• "Several things should be observed 
about these copyist errors. First of 
all, they are errors in the copies, 
not the originals. No one has ever 
found an original manuscript with 
an error in it. Second, they are 
minor errors (often in names or 
numbers) which do not affect any 
doctrine of the Christian faith.



• "Third, these copyist errors are 
relatively few in number, as will be 
illustrated throughout the rest of 
this book. Fourth, usually by the 
context, or by another Scripture, 
we know which one is in error. For 
example, Ahaziah (above) must 
have been twenty- two, not forty- 
two, since he could not be older 
than his father.



• "Finally, even though there is a 
copyist error, the entire message 
can still come through. In such a 
case, the validity of the message is 
not changed."  (Norman Geisler & 
Thomas Howe, When Critics Ask: A 
Po p u l a r H a n d b o o k O f B i b l e 
D i f fi c u l t i e s , 2 8 7 - 2 9 9 ( K i n d l e 
Edition); Victor Books)  



TWO: THE SCRIBAL 
ERRORS MAKE SENSE



• There are very good reasons for 
scribal errors!!  

• If we would stop and consider the 
writing conditions of these scribes, 
we would quickly learn that these 
"errors" make perfect sense.  



• "a. Unintentional changes of various 
kinds all arise from the imperfection 
of some human faculty. These 
constitute by far the vast majority of 
all transcriptional errors. 1. Errors of 
the eye • Wrong division of words 
that resulted in the formation of 
new words—early manuscripts were 
not punctuated, and letters were not 
separated into words by spaces.



• "• Omission of letters, words, and 
even whole lines occurred when the 
astigmatic eye mistook one group of 
letters or words for another, 
sometimes located on a different 
line. • Repetition results in an error 
opposite the error of omission. 
Hence, when the eye picked up the 
same letter or word twice and 
repeated it, it is called dittography. •



• "Transposition is the reversal of the 
position of two letters or words. 
This is technical ly known as 
metathesis. In 2 Chronicles 3:4, the 
transposition of a letter would 
make the measurements of the 
porch of Solomon’s Temple out of 
proportion—for example, 120 cubits 
instead of 20 cubits as in the LXX 
(Septuagint).



• "• Other confusion of spel l ing 
abbreviations or scribal insertions 
account for the remainder of scribal 
errors. This is especially true about 
Hebrew letters, which were also used 
for numbers and could be easily 
confused. These errors of the eye may 
account for many of the numerical 
discrepancies in the Old Testament 
(cf. 2 Kings 8:26; 2 Chronicles 22:2).  



• "2. Errors of the ear occurred only when 
manuscripts were copied while listening to 
someone read them. This may explain why 
some manuscripts (fifth century onward) 
read kamelos (a rope) instead of kamēlos (a 
camel) in Matthew 19:24. In 1 Corinthians 
13:3, kauthēsomai (he burns) was confused 
with kauchēsomai (he boasts). 3. Errors of 
memory. These are not so numerous, but 
occasionally a scribe might forget the 
precise word in a passage and substitute a 
synonym.



• "4. Errors of judgment. The most 
common error of this kind is caused by 
dim lighting or poor eyesight. Sometimes 
marginal notes were incorporated into 
the text under the misapprehension that 
they were part of the text. It is difficult 
to determine whether some variants are 
caused by faulty judgment or intentional 
doctrinal changes. No doubt I John 5:7 
and Acts 8:37 fall into one or the other 
of these categories.



• "5. Errors of writing. If a scribe, due to 
imperfect style or accident, wrote 
indistinctly or imprecisely, he would set the 
stage for future error of sight or judgment. 
Rapid copying was no doubt responsible for 
many errors in writing. This is viewed 
especially in the parallel accounts of the 
Kings-Chronicles corpus."  (Ed Hindson, 
Ergun Caner, Edward Verrstraete, The 
Popular Encyclopedia Of Apologetics, 98-99 
(Kindle Edition); Eugene, Oregon; Harvest 
House Publishers)  



• Let me give you some examples of 
how this is demonstrated.  

• Let's take a look at the differences 
in numbers in the manuscripts of 1 
and 2 Chronicles and the other 
Books.  



• " I n e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e s e 
transmissional errors (as we believe 
them to be), let it be understood 
that numerals and proper names 
are always more liable to copyist 
errors than almost any other type 
of subject matter (especially when 
we are dealing with non-Hebraic 
foreign names).



• "Almost al l suspiciously high 
numbers are round numbers 
expressed in thousands. In the later 
stage of transmission particularly 
(but prior to the imposing of a 
system of spelling out in full, as 
prescribed by the guild of , or 
professional scribes), alphabetic 
letters were often used.  



• "Thousands were indicated by 
supralinear dots appearing over the 
digit letter. (Thus an aleph with two 
d o t s o v e r i t i n d i c a t e d o n e 
thousand.) As a manuscript became 
worn, brittle, or moth-eaten, it 
would be difficult to tell whether 
the multiplying dots were over the 
letter or not.



• "But even the earlier types of 
notation, such as that employed in 
the fifth-century B.C. Elephantine 
Papyri, were also subject to garbling 
in the attempt to copy from a faded 
or smudged document.  



• "In line with the Egyptian hieratic style, the 
Jewish authors would use superimposed 
horizontal fish hooks in order to indicate 
decades. A serious consequence of this may 
be instanced in the case of 2 Kings 18:13, 
where an original “twenty-four” was copied 
out as “fourteen,” apparently because the 
upper fishhook was smudged in the 
manuscript copied from."  (Gleason Archer, 
The New International Encyclopedia Of Bible 
Difficulties, 5820-5830 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan)  



• Let me give you another example.  

• Sometimes people get very upset 
over a text of Scripture in 1 
Timothy 3:16.  

• Notice:



• 1 Timothy 3 :16-And without 
controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifested in 
the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen 
by angels, Preached among the 
Gentiles, Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory.



• The underlined word (God) is a cause of 
controversy to some.  

• In most translations of the Bible, it is 
rendered as "He Who" instead of "God."  

• Some have claimed that this is an 
example of all Bible translation being 
evil: but actually, it is an example of a 
misunderstanding of these very issues 
we are talking about (i.e., scribal errors).  



• The manuscripts of the first centuries A.D. 
were very expensive.  As a result, scribes 
often had to abbreviate words.  

• So, the word for "God" (theos) was often 
often abbreviated this way: 

• Θ  Σ͞.  (God)

• The words translated as "He Who" were 
abbreviated this way: 

• ΟΣ.  (He Who)  



• The word for God was nearly identical to 
the words for "He Who."  The scribes 
indicated it was talking about God by 
putting a line over their abbreviation of 
theos.  

• Undoubtedly, a scribe found a copy of a 
manuscript where the line was either 
missing or the scroll had been somehow 
damaged in that area (or perhaps he did 
not have good vision!)  What did he do?   
He translated it as "he who."  



• Was it an attempt to convince people 
Jesus wasn't the Christ?  That He was 
not Divine?  Is it a grand conspiracy of 
evil Bible translations to deceive the 
world?  

• No!!  It was a scribal error, perfectly 
understandable.  The truth is, we owe 
a great debt to the scribes of the 
Bible for preserving the Word of God 
for us.  



THREE: THE MAJORITY OF THESE 
VARIANTS ARE 

INCONSEQUENTIAL  



• The vast majority of these textual 
v a r i a n t s a r e c o m p l e t e l y 
inconsequential to the text itself.  

• Let me give you some examples:



Matthew 4:18-Some manuscripts read "Jesus;" 
some read "He."   

Matthew 12:25-Some manuscripts read 
"Jesus;" some read "He."   

Mark 2:15-Some manuscripts read "Jesus;" 
some read "He."   

Mark 10:52-Some manuscripts read "Jesus;" 
some read "He."  



Acts 19:10-Some manuscripts read "the Lord;" 
some read "the Lord Jesus."   

I Corinthians 16:22-Some manuscripts read 
"the Lord Jesus;" some manuscripts read "the 
Lord Jesus Christ."   

I Thessalonians 3:11-Some manuscripts read 
"Jesus Christ our Lord;" some manuscripts 
read "our Lord Jesus Christ."  



• "The overwhelming majority of these 
four hundred thousand supposed 
variations stem from differences in 
s p e l l i n g , w o r d o r d e r , o r t h e 
relationships between nouns and 
definite articles. In other words, a 
copyist simply switched a couple of 
letters, misheard a word, or skipped a 
line of text. Such variants are readily 
recognizable and, in most cases, 
utterly unnoticeable in translations!  



• "Here’s one example of this sort of variant: A text 
literally translated from Greek might have a 
definite article—the equivalent of the English word 
the—before the noun. In some Greek manuscripts 
of John 3:3, for example, the verse—translated 
very literally—begins, “Answered, the Jesus and 
said to him.” In other Greek manuscripts of the 
same verse, the Greek definite article (translated 
“the” in English) is missing, so the opening line of 
the verse reads, “Answered, Jesus and said to 
him.” Since English never places the in front of a 
proper name, anyway, this difference isn’t even 
observable in any English translation!



• "Regardless of the presence or absence 
of the article, the clause comes into 
English as, “Jesus answered and said to 
him” or some similar wording. In the 
end, more than 99 percent of the four 
hundred thousand or so differences fall 
into this category of variants that can’t 
e v e n b e s e e n i n t r a n s l a t i o n s !
12"  (Timothy Paul Jones, Conspiracies 
And The Cross, 1527-1537 (Kindle 
Edition); Lake Mary, Florida; FrontLine)



FOUR: EVEN WITH THE 
VARIANTS, THE TEXT IS 
UNDENIABLY RELIABLE



• "How significant are the variants? It is 
easy to leave the wrong impression by 
speaking of 200,000 “errors” that have 
crept into the text due to scribal 
mistakes and intended corrections. 
There are only 10,000 places where 
these 200,000 variants occur. The next 
question is, How significant are those 
10,000 places? Textual critics have 
attempted to answer that question by 
offering percentages and comparisons.  



• "a. Scholars Westcott and Hort estimated 
that only about one-eighth of all the 
variants had any weight, as most of them 
merely involve mechanical matters such as 
spelling or style. Of the whole, then, only 
about one-sixtieth rise above “trivialities,” 
or can in any sense be called substantial 
variations. Mathematically that would 
compute to a text that is 98.33 percent 
pure whether the critic adopts the Textus 
Receptus, Majority Nestle-Aland Text, or 
some eclectic text of the New Testament.  



• "b. Ezra Abbott gave similar figures, 
saying about 19/20 (95 percent) of 
the readings are various rather than 
rival readings, and about 19/20 (95 
percent) of the remainder are of so 
little importance that their addition 
or rejection makes no appreciable 
difference in the sense of the passage. 
Thus the degree of substantial purity 
would be 99.75 percent.  



• "c. Philip Schaff (p. 177) surmised 
that of the 150,000 variations 
known in his day, only 400 affected 
the sense; and of those, only 50 
were of real significance; and of this 
total, not one affected “an article of 
faith or a precept of duty which is 
not abundantly sustained by other 
undoubted passages, or by the 
whole tenor of Scripture teaching.”  



• "d. A.T. Robertson (p. 22) suggested that 
the real concern of textual criticism is of 
a “thousandth part of the entire text 
That would make the reconstructed text 
of the New Testament 99.9 percent free 
from real concern for the textual critic."  
(Ed Hindson, Ergun Caner, Edward 
Verrstraete, The Popular Encyclopedia Of 
A pologet ics , 100 (Kindle Edit ion, 
emphasis added M.T.); Eugene, Oregon; 
Harvest House Publishers



THE HEBREWS AND 
THE OCEANS



• T h e r e a r e v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g 
indications from 1 and 2 Chronicles 
that the Hebrews learned how to 
navigate the oceans from the 
Canaanites (i.e., the Phoenicians).  



• 2 Chronicles 8:18-And Hiram sent 
him ships by the hand of his 
servants, and servants who knew 
the sea. They went with the 
servants of Solomon to Ophir, and 
acquired four hundred and fifty 
talents of gold from there, and 
brought it to King Solomon.



• There are two very interesting reasons 
why this is significant.  

• First, there is plenty of archaeological 
evidence that the Canaanites had actually 
travelled to the North American continent.  

• Second, it is possible that the Hebrews may 
have been brought to the American shores 
by the Assyrians and MIGHT have been 
some of the ancestors of the American 
Indians.   



• " H i s t o r y r e m e m b e r s t h e m a s 
“Phoenicians,” a Semitic folk residing in 
Canaan, a region roughly corresponding to 
the present- day Levant of modern Israel, 
Palestinian territories, Lebanon, and the 
western parts of Jordan and Syria. “The 
Phoenicians were the Canaanites, and the 
ancestors of today’s Lebanese,” concluded 
geneticist Spencer Wells in 2004, after an 
extensive DNA study of Phoenician origins 
sponsored by Nat iona l Geographic 
Magazine . 1



• "Their name is Greek— Phoiníkē for “people of 
the purple ( phoínios ),” signifying a violet- 
purple dye used by Athenian aristocrats to 
color their garments, and imported from the 
Levantine city of Tyre. Phoiníkē derived from 
the earlier Mycenaean po- ni- ki- jo , itself a 
derivation of the still older Egyptian fenkhu , 
denoting Asiatic Semites."  (Frank Joseph, The 
L o s t C o l o n i e s O f A n c i e n t A m e r i c a : A 
Comprehensive Guide To The Precolumbian 
Visitors Who REALLY Discovered America, 77-78 
(Kindle Edition); Pompton Plains, NJ; New 
Page Books)





• Paraiba Inscription Image Copied 
From: 

• https://www.google.com/?
gws_rd=ssl#q=image+of+the
+paraiba
+inscription&imgrc=UsoHFQY8SrY
YVM%3A

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=image+of+the+paraiba+inscription&imgrc=UsoHFQY8SrYYVM%3A


• "“We are Sidonian Canaanites from 
the city of the Mercantile King. We 
were cast up on this distant shore, a 
land of mountains. We sacrificed a 
youth to the celestial gods and 
goddesses in the nineteenth year of 
our mighty K ing H i ram and 
embarked from Ezion- Geber into 
the Red Sea.(



• "We voyaged with ten ships and were at sea 
together for two years around Africa [Ham]. 
Then we were separated by the hand of Baal 
and were no longer with our companions. So we 
have come here, twelve men and three women, 
into New Shore. Am I, the Admiral, a man who 
would flee? Nay! May the celestial gods and 
goddesses favour us well!”"  (Gordon, Cyrus H. 
‘The Authenticity of the Phoenician Text from 
Parahyba.’ Orientalia . Nova Series. Vol. 37. No. 
1 (1968). pp. 75- 80. And in the same issue: ‘The 
Canaanite Text from Brazil.’ Orientalia . Nova 
Series. Vol. 37. No. 4 (1968). pp. 425- 436.)  



ARCHAEOLOGY, THE 
CANAANITES, AND AMERICA



• " N o w l e t u s e x a m i n e s o m e 
historical evidence of particular 
interest to modern American 
readers. The book , Bronze Age 
America, by the late Dr. Barry Fell, 
Professor Emeritus of Harvard 
University, documents that copper 
trading between North America and 
the Old World existed prior to and 
during the reign of King David.



• "His book cites evidence from 
ancient inscriptions that Norse 
kings carried on a copper trade with 
the New World in the St. Lawrence 
River area as early as 1700 B.C., 
seven centuries prior to the reign of 
King David over Israel! 26



• "Citing “inscriptions cut in the 
ancient Tifinag and ogam consaine 
alphabets, using an early form of 
the Norse tongue...” 27 which were 
found in Ontario, Canada, Dr. Fell 
confirms the presence of Old World 
traders in the St. Lawrence River/
Great Lakes Region long before the 
nation of Israel ever existed!



• "Tifinag and Ogam are both Old 
World alphabets. If ancient Old 
World civilizations traded with the 
inhabitants of North America, could 
the mercantile Phoenicians have 
been far behind?



• "Dr. Fell documents the existence of 
ancient Phoenician inscriptions at a 
site known as “Mystery Hill” in New 
Hampshire. He observes that 
“carbon analyses point to periods of 
occupation of the Mystery Hill site 
extending back to the second 
millennium B.C.” 28



• "There is evidence that some of David’s copper 
ore stockpiles came from the Phoenicians’ 
North American trading routes. The following 
is cited from Dr. Fell’s book, Bronze Age 
A m e r i c a : “ T h e r e a r e a l s o q u i t e 
independent...reasons for thinking that ancient 
European voyagers came to America. They 
concern the mining of metals. For the past 
twenty years leading mining engineers and 
university metallurgists have been seeking 
from archaeologists an explanation of a most 
baffling mystery in the history of mining 
technology.



• "So far no answer has been found. Around 
the northern shore of Lake Superior, and on 
the adjacent Isle Royale, there are 
approximately 5,000 ancient copper mine 
workings. In 1953 and 1956 Professor Roy 
Drier led two Michigan Mining and 
Technology expeditions to the sites. 
Charcoal found at the bases of the ancient 
mining pits yielded radiocarbon dates 
indicating that the mines had been operated 
between 2000 B.C. and 1000 B.C. ...



• "The most conservative estimates 
by mining engineers show that at 
least 500 million pounds of metallic 
copper were removed over that 
time span, and there is no evidence 
as to what became of it.” 31 
(Emphasis added.)  



• "The date of 1000 B.C. is most 
significant. The Encyclopaedia 
Britannica states, concerning King 
David’s reign, that “it used to be 
reckoned from 1055- 1015 B.C., but 
it is now generally fixed at about 
1010- 970 B.C.” 32 Harper’s Bible 
Dictionary cites David’s reign as 
being “from ca. 1010 to 970 B.C.” 33



• "Since the date 1000 B.C. coincides with 
David’s reign over Israel, it is very likely that 
part of this Lake Superior copper was used to 
satisfy David’s voracious appetite for raw 
materials to be dedicated for temple purposes. 
King David and Israel were likely the biggest 
customers in the world for copper and many 
other raw materials at that time. Solomon’s 
building projects eventually went far beyond 
anything David himself envisioned, so the 
demand upon available world sources of raw 
materials in their reigns must have been 
immense indeed!  



• "With this in mind, it is significant 
that these ancient Lake Superior 
copper mines were apparently 
worked to exhaustion during the 
reign of King David, precisely the 
time frame in which David was 
stock- piling copper ores “beyond 
calculation” for the construction of 
the Temple for God!



• "Since the North American copper 
mines had been known to the Old 
World for centuries before David 
lived, and since there is evidence 
that Phoenician ships called at 
ancient North American ports, the 
means to transport Lake Superior 
copper ores to King David of Israel 
did exist.  



• "The observation that “there is no 
evidence as to what became of 
it” (meaning there is no evidence 
that this ancient North American 
copper was used in ancient North 
America) can now be answered 
from the Bible.



• "The Bible declares that ancient Israel, 
under King David, was massively 
stockpiling copper ores around 1000 
B.C. Secular sources have confirmed 
the North American copper mines ran 
out of ore around 1000 B.C. The 
connection between the two is obvious: 
much of the ancient North American 
copper was shipped to ancient Israel 
and used in the construction of the 
Temple for God in Israel....



• " A s t h e r e a d e r n o w k n o w s , 
Israelite/Phoenician explorations 
and colonizations were not limited 
to the eastern shores of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Their presence in 
North America is clear from the 
evidence presented in the first two 
chapters.



• " W h i l e a n c i e n t e v i d e n c e o f 
worshippers of the God of Israel has 
been discovered in Ohio and New 
Mexico, 19 most Israelites in North 
America would have been followers 
of Baal and the “mother- goddess” 
as Israel served these pagan gods 
almost exclusively from the death 
of Solomon to the fall of Samaria 
(ca. 930- 721 B.C.).



• "How large and viable was the early 
Hebrew/Phoenician civilization in 
the New World? Evidence now 
exists that it was both expansive 
and long- lived. The following 
passage is taken from “The Adena 
Tablets ,” wr itten by Robert 
Lenhart, and published in the 
Epigraphic Society Occasional 
Publications , Volume 13, 1985.



• "“When the first settlers moved 
westward from the American 
colonies on the Atlantic Seaboard 
they discovered the great burial 
mounds and earthworks of the Ohio 
Valley. The mounds were obviously 
the work of man, but just as 
obviously, not within the capacity or 
tribal memories of the tribes who 
inhabited the valley at that time.



• "Presidents Thomas Jefferson and William 
Henry Harrison, scientists, many eminent 
clergymen and others speculated that the 
mounds and earthworks were built either 
by Egyptians, Norsemen or the lost tribes 
of Israel.” 20 Lenhart also states concerning 
this early North American civilization that: 
“they reached a very high cultural level 
over 1500 years and then disappeared about 
500 A.D.” ...[and]... “the Adena People 
dominated the Ohio Valley from about 1000 
B.C.” 21



• "The Adena People are also known 
as the first of the North American 
“ M o u n d B u i l d e r s ” a s t h e y 
constructed impressive burial 
mounds which have survived to the 
p r e s e n t . T h e E n c y c l o p e d i a 
Americana also traces the earliest 
Mound Builders in ancient America 
to 1000 B.C . 22



• "It also describes these earthwork 
mounds as follows: “The Adena 
people buried their dead in large 
conical mounds of earth, together 
with rich grave goods of copper, 
mica and stone. They left many 
ornaments and pieces of jewelry, as 
well as stone tablets covered with 
curvilinear designs.” 23



• "The term “curvilinear designs” is 
actually a euphemism for inscriptions 
in ancient Old World languages. Any 
kind of alphabetic writing involves 
“ c u r v e d l i n e s ” w r i t t e n i n a 
“linear” (straight- line) manner. 
Therefore, “stone tablets covered 
with curvilinear designs” could more 
accurately have been written “stone 
tablets with ancient inscriptions.”



• "Dr. Barry Fell, in his book Saga 
America, stated: “The so- called 
Curvilinear is in fact writing— 
ancient Punic, Greek, and Libyan 
Arabic of North Africa— using 
alphabets that are proper to those 
tongues. Similar texts, including also 
Celtic, Iberian and Hebrew, were 
i n s c r i b e d i n o t h e r p a r t s o f 
America...” 24



• "Dr. Fell has pointed out that some 
“curvilinear” markings found in ancient 
America were actually ancient Arabic 
Kufi inscriptions dating to as recent as 
the seventh century A.D., a conclusion 
supported by both American and 
foreign experts in ancient languages. 
25 This indicates that Old World 
c iv i l izat ions continued to send 
expeditions to North America for 
centuries after the birth of Christ.  



• "The Adena People flourished in the 
American Midwest, generally the Ohio 
River Valley, beginning around 1000 
B.C . Their arrival in ancient America 
parallels the expansionary phase of 
ancient Israel under Kings David and 
Solomon around 1000 B.C . as the 
“Phoenician” empire grew more 
powerful . Let us examine what 
languages have been found on artifacts 
in ancient American burial mounds.



• "In 1838 a tablet (found with a skeleton and 
copper arm rings) was excavated in Grave 
Creek, West Virginia, from a burial mound of 
the ancient North American Adena People. 
26 Concerning this tablet, Barry Fell states: 
“It was at once recognized by Professor Rafn 
of Copenhagen as being Iberian, though that 
script had not at that time been deciphered. 
Recent studies show the language of the 
tablet is Punic (Phoenician), written in the 
form of alphabet used in Spain during the 
first millennium B.C.



• "It may be translated as follows (the 
writing reading from right to left): ‘The 
mound raised- on- high for Tasach this 
tile (His) queen caused- to- be- made.’ 
The alphabet of the tablet was 
deciphered by Spanish scholars, and 
published by the English epigrapher D. 
Diringer in 1968. The language is basic 
Semitic, and all words occur in 
standard literary Semitic dictionaries.” 
27



• "Another tablet, from a separate Adena 
mound was: “inscribed in Iberian script 
and employing the Punic language, 
shares some of its vocabulary and all of 
its basic style characters with the 
historic tablet of Tasach excavated in 
1838 [in] West Virginia...Its vocabulary 
is found in standard Semitic dictionaries, 
and yields the following translation: 
“The memorial of Teth this tile (His) 
brother caused- to- be- made.” 28



• "The presence of Iberian Punic 
inscriptions on these tablets indicates 
t h a t t h e y a r e o f a “ W e s t e r n 
P h o e n i c i a n ” o r i g i n . “ W e s t e r n 
Phoenician,” “Carthaginian,” “Punic,” 
“Iberian Punic,” and “Iberian” are all 
terms used to describe the languages 
of the colonies originally established by 
the “Phoenicians” of Israel, Tyre and 
Sidon during the beginning centuries of 
the first millennium B.C.  



• "These are “Semitic” languages as 
all the people in the Phoenician 
alliance were Semites. That the 
Adena people buried their dead 
with Semitic inscriptions of the 
Western Phoenician language 
groups indicates that the Adena



• "People were a large colony of 
Semitic settlers from the Old 
World. Given the proximity of these 
fi n d s t o t h e “ D e c a l o g u e 
Tablet” (found in Ohio) inscribed 
with the Ten Commandments in 
ancient Hebrew, it seems evident 
that this Semitic civilization began 
mostly as an Israelite colony.



• "Only Israelites who were followers of the 
God of Israel would inscribe and preserve 
the Ten Commandments (of Israel’s God) 
on a tablet. Though Israel ceased to be a 
nation in the eighth B.C., their ancient 
American colonies outlived their parent 
nation for many centuries, linked to their 
sister “Phoenician” colonies in North Africa 
and Iberia."  (Steven M. Collins, The "Lost" 
Ten Tribes Of Israel...Found!  646-684, 
1925-1982 (Kindle Edition); Boring, OR; 
CPA Books)  



COULD THE HEBREWS/
CANAANITES BE THE 

ANCESTORS OF THE INDIANS?



• Years ago, I would have answered this 
question with an emphatic NO.  

• That was before I had learned of 
much of the suspicious agenda and 
activities of the Smithsonian Institute 
(who have always denied such a 
connection) and of the great wealth 
of archaeological evidence which 
actually supports this supposition.  



• The following lengthy quotation is from a 
book written by a Native American Indian.  
This man is actually a descendant of the tribe 
which first greeted Christopher Columbus.  

• The book is extremely fascinating in that it  
discusses many aspects of Native American 
religion and belief which predates their 
exposure to Christianity.  

• Especially relevant is the section of the book 
which deals with the author's insights into 
their connections with the Hebrews.  



• "That reminded me of something I brought 
up to PipeCarrier. “You know, the 
Cherokee have stories of Kanati, the Great 
Hunter. But my favorite Cherokee story is 
one called The Oldest Cherokee Story Ever 
Told. “It tells about when a great star 
appeared in the eastern sky so the 
Cherokee gathered near modern day 
Tallulah Falls [located in Georgia] and how 
spirit beings brought the message to the 
Cherokee that the greatest Holy Man the 
world had ever seen was born.



• "They brought stories from across the 
great waters about miracles this great 
Holy Man performed. “But one day, 
the sky grew dark, the earth shook and 
the spirit beings came across the great 
waters crying because this great Holy 
Man had been killed in a cruel and 
unusual way. Their tears hit the stones 
and the stones turned into crosses that 
can still be found to this day.” (Lossiah, 
1998)



• "I paused to see the reaction on 
PipeCarrier’s face as he carefully 
processed what I was telling him. 
PipeCarrier nodded his head and 
said, “We know the Holy Man that 
story was about. There are many 
stories like this that I have heard 
among other plains tribes.”



• "I imagined PipeCarrier as a little Lakota 
boy listening to his grandpa tell the old 
stories and songs not knowing that one 
day he would be chosen from among his 
family to carry on the traditional ways of 
his people. PipeCarrier looked at me 
intently across the fire and said with a 
commanding voice, “You need to write 
these stories down so they don’t get lost. 
The People need to know these stories. 
They cannot die with our generation.”



• "I replied while wondering if I would ever sit 
down long enough to write. “Several books 
have been written about the possible 
origins of the Cherokee with a few 
researchers being convinced they are of 
Hebrew or at least mixed origin. Have you 
heard of anything like that?” PipeCarrier 
nodded his head in agreement. He lived on 
Quallah Boundary for a few years, and I 
could tell by the look on his face that he had 
heard elders say the same thing I just told 
him.



• "I recalled having researched many 
different perspectives and arguments 
for the theory of the Cherokee being 
of Israelite descent. I can only speak 
from my experiences and memories 
of when this subject came up around 
Cherokee elders. Several Cherokee 
elders from Quallah boundary told 
me they were descendants of 
Israelites....



• "Was it possible for ancient Middle 
Eastern mariners to sail across the 
great waters to our shores? While 
this may seem farfetched, there is 
so much we do not know about 
ancient history. With each passing 
year, we are unearthing new 
discoveries that redefine history as 
we know it.



• "Another possible explanation could 
be that there was simply intermingling 
between settlers on this land that 
predated De Soto and his expeditions 
in the 15th century. It is widely 
accepted that the Norse were here and 
had built villages so why would it be 
inconceivable to think that other, 
more advanced c iv i l i zat ions in 
technology at the time, couldn’t have 
made it over here as well?



• "As an indigenous person, I find 
t r e m e n d o u s b e a u t y i n 
archaeological discoveries providing 
evidence that validates our oral 
h istory . Archaeolog ists have 
unearthed Hebrew writings on cave 
walls, stones and more throughout 
the Americas, some dating as far 
back as 700 A.D.!



• "In the early 18th century James Adair, a 
Hebrew scholar, lived for forty years among 
the Cherokee. He recorded the similarities 
within the Cherokee culture, traditions, 
laws, feast days and more that are similar 
or identical to the Torah that was given to 
the Jews and Gentiles at Mount Sinai. A few 
of the things that Adair recorded go beyond 
the realm of coincidence in regard to 
Hebrew influence. The following are some 
examples of what he witnessed:



• "● The Cherokee name for God: YoHeWaH 
(Yo- Heh- WaH).This is amazing because in 
Hebrew the name of God is written YHVH 
and is often pronounced Yehovah, Jehovah, 
and Yahweh. ● Cherokee name for the Holy 
Spirit: Loak- Ishtōhoollo- Aba, "the great, 
beneficent, supreme, Holy Spirit of fire" ● 
The Cherokee God is a triune that is One 
being named: El- o- HeyM ● In Cherokee, 
Au- Do- NiV- Du is the word for “Lord.” 
There is some similarity with the word 
“Adonai,” used by Hebrew- speakers.



• "● According to the Cherokee story, 
Creation took seven days and man was 
made from red clay and woman made 
from first man’s rib. The Hebrew 
account tells the same, even calling first 
man “Adam” which means “red earth” 
in the Hebrew language. ● In Cherokee 
accounts, there was a great flood which 
killed the giants but YoHeWah said He 
would never flood the earth again.



• "● The Cherokee site the existence 
of a Patriarch named Aquahami 
(sounds similar to the Biblical 
Patriarch Avraham/Abraham). ● 
The Cherokee kept no idols per 
their ancient religious laws. ● Six 
days of work with one commanded 
day of rest.



• "● Cherokee considered eating pork 
unclean. ● Cherokee ceremonial 
songs often began with singing 
“Hallel, Hallelu- yah!” ● Cherokee 
did not practice divination. Being a 
witch or bad medicine person was 
punishable by death. ● Cherokee 
carried a sacred ark before them 
into battle.



• "● He states the Cherokee linguistic 
structure is almost identical to the 
Hebrew language. ● The Cherokee word 
for wife is Havah or Avah. “Chavvah” is 
the Hebrew word commonly translated 
as “Eve” and means “Lifegiver.” ● The 
Cherokee word for earth is “Yahkane” 
which means “Yah’s footstool.” ● New 
Moon assemblies with the new year 
beginning at the first sighting of the 
New Moon during the Spring Equinox.



• "● In both Hebrew and Cherokee 
cultures, days are counted from 
sundown. ● Both cultures had a 
daily sacrifice of fat including Peace 
Offerings, S in Offerings, and 
Trespass Offerings. ● High Priests of 
both cultures wear white cotton 
cloak, 72 bells, a sleeveless jacket, 
and a breastplate set with 12 
stones.



• "● The Cherokee have Feast Days that 
closely resemble Passover (Pesach), 
Feast of First Fruits (Bikkurim), 
Pentecost (Shavuot), The Day of 
Atonement (Yom Kippur) and The 
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot).During 
the Cherokee Feast that is similar to 
Passover, the songs include the words 
– YoHeWahsho Mashi- yo which means 
The Anointed Ruler in Cherokee.



• "These are just a few of the examples 
that show us what could be ancient 
H e b r a i c i n fl u e n c e a m o n g t h e 
Cherokee, as enumerated by James 
Adair. Other accounts that also 
a t tr ibute Hebra i c influence o f 
Cherokee society include explorer and 
botanist William Bartram, James 
Mooney, John Payne, and Daniel 
Butrick (who lived with the Cherokee 
for several decades), to name a few.



• "While the similarities are so striking between 
the Cherokee and the Hebrew, there are 
other tribes in the Southeast who also shared 
some Hebraic similarities in their traditional 
ways like the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee 
Creek, and Haliwa- Saponi. (Adair, 1775) 
(Starr, 1984) (Payne- Butrik(1830), 2010) 
Their commonalities were not as detailed as 
with the Cherokee."  (Chief Joseph RiverWind, 
That's What The Old Ones Say: Pre-Colonial 
Revelations Of God, 91-97 (Kindle Edition); 
Marble, NC; Word Branch Publishing)


