
FIRST KINGS



BOOK OVERVIEW



BASIC FACTS

• 1 and 2 Kings form one Book in the 
Hebrew canon (just like 1 and 2 
Samuel).  

• 1 Kings has 22 chapters.  

• 1 and 2 Kings were written by Jeremiah 
the Prophet between 586-568 B.C.  



• "Evidence points to the prophet Jeremiah 
as the author of the Books of Kings. The 
following summary will suffice. (1) The 
author lived before the Babylonian exile 
or captivity, as is indicated by the 
repeated phrase “to this day” (I Kings 
8:8; 12:19, etc.). (2) The book is clearly 
written from the prophetic point of view, 
stressing the idolatry and immorality 
that brought down the judgment of God 
(cf. I Kings ll:lf.). 



• "3) The style of writing is similar to 
that of the Book of Jeremiah, and II 
Kings 24:18-25:30 is the same as 
Jeremiah 52. (4) Jewish Talmudic 
tradition attributes the Books of Kings 
to Jeremiah (Baba Bathra 15a). (5) The 
last chapter may have been written by 
someone else, since it appears to come 
from Babylon and Jeremiah was exiled 
into Egypt (Jer. 43:1-8).



• "(6) The author of Kings used several sources in 
writing his books: (a) the Acts of Solomon (I Kings 
11:41); (b) the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah (I 
Kings 15:7), (c) the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel (I Kings 14:19) (these were probably the 
notations of the official court recorder [II Sam. 
8:16] ); (d) a possible fourth source is Isaiah 36—
39, large sections of which appear in II Kings 
18-20. Jeremiah incorporated material from these 
sources, together with his own observations, into 
the Books of Kings."  (Norman Geisler, A Popular 
Survey of The Old Testament, 1844-1856 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)



KEY WORD

• The key word in 1 Kings is "king."  

• It occurs 301 times in 222 verses.   



KEY VERSE

• 1 Kings 11:11-Therefore the LORD said 
to Solomon, "Because you have done 
this, and have not kept My covenant 
and My statutes, which I have 
commanded you, I will surely tear the 
kingdom away from you and give it to 
your servant.  



BOOK DIVISION

• The Rise Of The Nation (1-10)  

• The Rebellion Of The Nation (11-12) 

• The Ruin Of The Nation (13-22)    



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



CHAPTERS 1-5 (971-970 
B.C.)  



• Adonijah tries to seize the kingdom in 
David's old age; Solomon is anointed king by 
David; Adonijah flees to the horns of the 
altar and is shown mercy (1).  

• David dies; Adonijah tries through trickery 
to retake the throne and is exected; Joab is 
slain (2).  

• Solomon marries a daughter of Egypt; he 
asks God for wisdom; demonstrates the 
wisdom by judging between the two harlots 
and the child (3).   



• Solomon's administration; his 
pr inces and officers ; needed 
increases in taxes; his wisdom 
powerfully demonstrated (4).  

• Solomon begins planning to build 
the temple; Hiram king of Tyre 
sends his servants and supplies to 
help him (5).  



6-10 (967-949 B.C.)



• The building of Solomon's temple; God's promises 
concerning the temple; the cherubim; how long it 
took to build (6).  

• Building of Solomon's house; of the house for 
Pharaoh's daughter; Hiram's works (7).  

• The temple is completed; Solomon dedicates it to 
God (8).  

• God appears to Solomon a second time, promising to 
bless faithfulness and punish disobedience (9).  

• The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon and admires his 
wisdom; attention is given to his riches, presents, 
chariots, horses, and taxes (10).  



11-15 (943-913 B.C.)  



• Solomon's heart begins to turn from 
God as he begins to serve and 
worship the false gods of his wives 
and concubines; Solomon is warned 
of the consequences of his sin; after 
Solomon's death, his son Rehoboam 
is to succeed him (11).  



• Nehemiah 13:25-27-25  So I contended with 
them and cursed them, struck some of them and 
pulled out their hair, and made them swear by 
God, saying, "You shall not give your daughters 
as wives to their sons, nor take their daughters 
for your sons or yourselves.  26  Did not Solomon 
king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among 
many nations there was no king like him, who 
was beloved of his God; and God made him king 
over all Israel. Nevertheless pagan women 
caused even him to sin.  27  Should we then hear 
of your doing all this great evil, transgressing 
against our God by marrying pagan women?"



• Rehoboam, taking the bad advice of 
his peers, splits the kingdom of 
Israel into separate nations: the 
northern ten tribes (Israel) and the 
two southern tribes (Judah and 
Benjamin).  



• 1 Kings 12:21-And when Rehoboam 
came to Jerusalem, he assembled all 
the house of Judah with the tribe of 
Benjamin, one hundred and eighty 
thousand chosen men who were 
warriors, to fight against the house 
of Israel, that he might restore the 
kingdom to Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon.



• 2 Chronic les 11 :1-Now when 
Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he 
assembled from the house of Judah 
and Benjamin one hundred and 
eighty thousand chosen men who 
were warriors, to fight against 
Israel, that he might restore the 
kingdom to Rehoboam.



• This is also recorded in 2 Chronicles 
10-11.  The leader of Israel is 
Jeroboam.  He institutes two new 
places of worship for the Israelites in 
Bethel and in Dan.  He did this in fear 
that the Israelites would go up to 
Jerusalem and worship God and then 
turn away from him.  He allowed non-
Levites to be the priests here, which 
led many of the Levites to return to 
Jerusalem (12).  



• 2 Chronicles 11:13-17-13      And from all their territories 
the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel took 
their stand with him.  14      For the Levites left their 
common-lands and their possessions and came to Judah 
and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had rejected 
them from serving as priests to the LORD.  15     Then he 
appointed for himself priests for the high places, for the 
demons, and the calf idols which he had made.  16     And 
after the Levites left, those from all the tribes of Israel, 
such as set their heart to seek the LORD God of Israel, 
came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD God of their 
fathers.  17      So they strengthened the kingdom of 
Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong 
for three years, because they walked in the way of 
David and Solomon for three years.



• 1 Kings 12:16-19-16      Now when all Israel saw that 
the king did not listen to them, the people 
answered the king, saying: "What share have we in 
David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. 
To your tents, O Israel! Now, see to your own 
house, O David!" So Israel departed to their tents.  
17      But Rehoboam reigned over the children of 
Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.  18      Then 
King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was in charge of 
the revenue; but all Israel stoned him with stones, 
and he died. Therefore King Rehoboam mounted 
his chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem.  19      So 
Israel has been in rebellion against the house of 
David to this day.



• Jeroboam has his hand withered, but it 
is restored by a Prophet of God; the 
Prophet prophesies that one day a 
child named Josiah would burn the 
bones of the false priests on the alter 
(fulfilled in 2 Kings 23:15-18); an older 
false prophet deceives the man of God 
who then dies for disobeying The Lord 
due to the lie of the false prophet; 
Jeroboam continues in his sin against 
The Lord (13).   



• Ahijah announces God's judgements against 
Jeroboam for his sins; Rehoboam commits 
much wickedness in Judah; Shishak king of 
Egypt attacked Judah; war continues after 
the deaths of Jeroboam and Rehoboam (14).  

• Abijam reigns wickedly in Judah; Asa was a 
godly king in Judah; Baasha, king of Israel, 
made war against Asa; Asa makes a 
covenant with the king of Syria, and they 
defeat Baasha; Nadab reigns in Israel and 
Jehoshaphat reigns in Judah (15).  



16-20 (887-855 B.C.)  



• Jehu's prophecy against Baasha for his 
wickedness; Elah reigns in Israel; Zimri reigns in 
Israel; Omri reigns in Israel; Ahab reigns in Israel; 
he tries to rebuild Jericho and his firstborn son 
died, as the prophecy said would happen to any 
who tried to rebuild that city (Joshua 6:26) (16).  

• Elijah the Prophet stands against wicked Ahab 
and proclaims a drought; he lives with the widow 
of Zarephath and her son at Zarephath; she is 
promised that God will miraculously provide her 
with flour and oil until the end of the drought; 
her son eventually becomes sick and Elijah raises 
him from the dead (17).  



• Obadiah cares for the Prophets of God who 
were being killed by Ahab; he challenges the 
prophets of Baal to public debate about 
whose is the true God; after the defeat of 
the prophets of Baal, Elijah orders the 
people to cover the bull with twelve huge 
pots of water; the bull was then consumed 
with fire from Heaven; the people of Israel 
repent and the prophets of Baal are slain; 
God ends the drought through Elijah, which 
had lasted about 3 1/2 years (James 
5:16-18).   



• Elijah's life is threatened by Ahab's wicked 
wife, Jezebel; he flees to Mount Horeb (i.e., 
Mount Sinai) and seeks God; The Lord 
speaks to him in a still small voice, giving 
him instruction and promise of rest; Elisha 
begins to follow Elijah as an apprentice (19).  

• Ben-Hadad of Syria defeats Samaria, the 
capital of Israel; Ahab drives back the 
Syrians; Ahab then forms a treaty with 
Ben-Hadad; Ahab is condemned by a 
Prophet of God (20).  



21-22 (854-853 B.C.)



• Naboth refuses to sell his vineyard to Ahab; Ahab 
pouts; Jezebel frames Naboth and he is stoned; 
Ahab obtains Naboth's vineyard; Elijah pronounces 
judgments against Ahab and Jezebel (21).  

• Ahab and Jehoshaphat form an alliance against 
Syria; Jehoshaphat wants the prophets to inquire 
of the LORD; Micaiah the Prophet of God 
pronounces doom on the venture while the false 
prophets pronounce blessing; a vision of the 
spiritual world is granted and described by Micaiah; 
Ahab dies in battle as prophesied; Jehoshaphat 
continues to reign in Jerusalem and is succeeded by 
Jehoram; Ahaziah reigns in Israel (22).  



SPECIAL STUDIES



19 KINGS OF THE 
NORTHERN KINGDOM 



Jeroboam (1 Kings 
11:28)

Nadab (1 Kings 14:20)
Baasha (1 Kings 15:16)  

Elah (1 Kings 16:8)  
Zimri (1 Kings 16:15)
Omri (1 Kings 16:16)
Ahab (1 Kings 16:29)

Ahaziah (1 Kings 
22:40)

Jehoram, or Joram (2 
Kings 1:17)

Jehu (1 Kings 19:16)
Jehoahaz (2 Kings 

10:35)
  

Jehoash (2 Kings 
13:10)  

Jeroboam II (2 Kings 
14:23)

Zechariah (2 Kings 
14:29)

Shallum (2 Kings 
15:10)

Menahem (2 Kings 
15:14)

Pekahiah (2 Kings 
15:23)

Pekah (2 Kings 
15:25)

Hoshea (2 kings 
15:30)



20 KINGS OF JUDAH



Rehoboam (1 Kings 
11:43)

Abijam or Abijah (1 
Kings 14:31)

Asa (1 Kings 15:8)
Jehoshaphat (1 

Kings 15:24)
Jehoram (2 

Chronicles 21:1)
Ahaziah (2 Kings 

14:1)
Joash or Jehoash (2 

Kings 11:2)
Amaziah (2 Kings 

14:1)
Azariahm or Uzziah 

(2 Kings 14:21)

Jotham (2 Kings 15:5)
Ahaz (2 Kings 15:38)
Hezekiah (2 Kings 

16:20)
Manasseh (2 Kings 

21:1)
Amon (2 Kings 21:19)
Josiah (1 Kings 13:2)
Jehoahaz or Shallum 

(2 Kings 23:30)  
Jehoiakim (2 Kings 

23:34)
Jehoiachin or 

Jeconiah (2 Kings 
24:6)

Zzedekiah or 
Mattaniah (2 Kings 

24:17)  



SCIENTIFIC ERROR OF 
PI?  



• 1 Kings 7:23-And he made the Sea 
of cast bronze, ten cubits from one 
brim to the other; it was completely 
round. Its height was five cubits, 
and a line of thirty cubits measured 
its circumference.  



• "This criticism is, however, devoid of merit. 
While it is true that the more exact 
calculation of pi is essential for scientific 
purposes, or for the manufacture of precision 
parts in a factory, the use of approximate 
proportions or totals is a familiar practice in 
normal speech, even today. If the statistical 
statements concerning the population of 
cities or nations were subjected to the same 
stringent standard as that leveled at 1 Kings 
7:23, then we would have to say that all 
population statistics are in error.



• "A certain number of people are dying each 
minute, and babies are being born at a standard 
rate every sixty seconds; therefore any exact sum 
that might be true at 1:00 P.M. on a given day 
through computer ca lcu lat ion would be 
“inaccurate” by 1:01 P.M. that same day. It is 
perfectly proper to speak of the circumference of 
any circle as being three times its diameter if we 
are speaking approximately, just as one may 
legitimately state that the population of China is 
from 800 million to one billion. The Hebrew author 
here is obviously speaking in the approximate way 
that is normal practice even today.



• "There is one interesting feature about this 
that might well be added. If the rod used to 
mark out a length of five cubits (approximately 
ninety inches) for the radius were used to 
measure the inside circumference of the same 
bowl-shaped vessel here described, then it 
would take exactly six of those five-cubit 
measures to complete the circumference. Let 
the skeptic try it and see!"  (Gleason Archer, 
The New International Encyclopedia Of Bible 
Difficulties, 5197-5204 (Kindle Edition); Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan)  



• "It has been alleged that the Bible is in 
error because it teaches that pi is equal to 
3 . R e c a l l t h a t p i i s t h e r a t i o o f 
circumference to diameter in a circle. And 
even most young students know that pi is 
not exactly equal to three. It is often 
approximated as 3.14, though the actual 
decimal expansion goes on forever: 
3.141592653589793. .  .  . It is not difficult to 
measure the diameter and circumference of 
a circle to confirm that pi does indeed have 
this value. So is the Bible in error?...



• "This verse describes a cylindrical vessel 
built at the order of Solomon. First of all, 
notice that this passage does not say " 
exactly ten cubits" or " exactly thirty 
cubits." The numbers have been rounded to 
the nearest integer (or possibly the nearest 
multiple of ten). Dividing the circumference 
(30 cubits) by the diameter (10 cubits), we 
infer that pi is approximately equal to 
three. But of course, pi is approximately 
equal to three, so the passage is quite 
correct.



• "At best, critics of the Bible could say that the 
Bible is imprecise here, but they cannot 
legitimately say that it is inaccurate or mistaken . 
Even scientists today will round off numbers at 
appropriate times. Remember that any decimal 
expression of pi must be rounded at some point 
anyway, since the expansion is infinite. There is no 
fallacy in rounding a number."  (Dr. Jason Lisle, 
"Easy As Pi: Does The Bible Make A Mistake In 
Claiming That Pi Equals 3?" in Ken Ham, 
Demolishing Supposed Bible Contradictions Volume 
One-Exploring Forty Alleged Contradictions, 90-91 
(Kindle Edition); Green Forest, AR; Master Books)  



LESSONS FROM SOLOMON'S 
DEDICATION PRAYER



• In 1 Kings 8, Solomon prays for the 
people of Israel as he dedicates the 
temple to God.  

• There are several powerful lessons 
that we learn from this great prayer 
of the wisest king on Earth.  



HEARTS THAT HURT



• 1 Kings 8:38-whatever prayer, 
whatever supplication is made by 
anyone, or by all Your people Israel, 
when each one knows the plague of 
his own heart, and spreads out his 
hands toward this temple: 



• 1 Kings 8:38 (ISV)-whatever prayer or request is 
made, no matter whether it's made by a single 
man or by all of your people Israel, each praying 
out of his own hurting heart and anguish and 
stretching out his hands toward this Temple,



• 1 Kings 8:38 (ESV)-whatever prayer, whatever 
plea is made by any man or by all your people 
Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own 
heart and stretching out his hands toward this 
house,



• Notice that our hearts will bear 
trouble and pain in this life.  Often it 
is due to sin, or to the sin of others 
(both ideas prevalent in this context).  

• What is the best (not the only) thing 
to do when our hearts are in pain?  

• Pray to The Lord and lay it at His 
altar (cf. 1 Peter 5:6-7; Hebrews 
4:15-16).  



GOD KNOWS THE 
HEART 



• 1 Kings 8:39-then hear in heaven 
Your dwelling place, and forgive, 
and act, and give to everyone 
according to all his ways, whose 
heart You know (for You alone 
know the hearts of all the sons of 
men), 



• Throughout the Bible, we are 
reminded that God's perfect 
knowledge is so vast that it 
comprehends absolutely everything, 
even the most secret intent of the 
heart.  



• 1 Samuel 16:7-But the LORD said to 
Samuel , "Do not look at his 
appearance or at his physical 
stature, because I have refused him. 
For the LORD does not see as man 
sees; for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart."



• 1 Chronicles 28:9-9  "As for you, my 
son Solomon, know the God of your 
father, and serve Him with a loyal 
heart and with a willing mind; for 
the LORD searches all hearts and 
understands all the intent of the 
thoughts. If you seek Him, He will 
be found by you; but if you forsake 
Him, He will cast you off forever.



• 2 Chronicles 6:30-30  then hear 
from heaven Your dwelling place, 
and forgive, and give to everyone 
according to all his ways, whose 
heart You know (for You alone 
know the hearts of the sons of 
men),



• Jeremiah 17:10-10  I, the LORD, 
search the heart, I test the mind, 
Even to give every man according to 
his ways, According to the fruit of 
his doings.



• Psalm 139:1-6-1      For the Chief Musician. A 
Psalm of David. O LORD, You have searched 
me and known me.  2      You know my sitting 
down and my rising up; You understand my 
thought afar off.  3      You comprehend my 
path and my lying down, And are acquainted 
with all my ways.  4     For there is not a word 
on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You 
know it altogether.  5      You have hedged me 
behind and before, And laid Your hand upon 
me.  6     Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; It is high, I cannot attain it.



• John 2:24-25-24      But Jesus did not 
commit Himself to them, because 
He knew all men, 25      and had no 
need that anyone should testify of 
man, for He knew what was in man.  



• Hebrews 4:12-13-12  For the word of 
God is living and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and spirit, 
and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.  13  And there is no 
creature hidden from His sight, but all 
things are naked and open to the eyes 
of Him to whom we must give account.



• 1 John 3:20-For i f our heart 
condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knows all things.



• Revelation 2:23-23  I will kill her 
children with death, and all the 
churches shall know that I am He 
who searches the minds and hearts. 
And I will give to each one of you 
according to your works.  



ALL SIN



• 1 Kings 8:46-"When they sin against 
You (for there is no one who does 
not sin), and You become angry 
with them and deliver them to the 
enemy, and they take them captive 
to the land of the enemy, far or 
near;



• The Bible time after time reminds 
us of the fact that we all HAVE 
sinned (Romans 3:23) and that we 
a l l S I N ( e v e n a s r e d e e m e d 
believers-1 John 1:8; Philippians 
3:13-15; Hebrews 12:1-2).  



COMING TO OURSELVES  



• 1 Kings 8:47-yet when they come to 
themselves in the land where they 
were carried captive, and repent, 
and make supplication to You in the 
land of those who took them 
captive, saying, 'We have sinned and 
done wrong, we have committed 
wickedness';



• "Turn their heart" (ESV)

• "Come to their senses" (GW)  

• " T u r n t h e i r h e a r t s b a c k t o 
You" (ISV)

• "Turn to You in repentance and 
pray" (NLT)  



• The word used here simply means 
"think seriously."  

• It implies a change in conduct 
brought about by a change of 
thought/heart (I.e., repentance).  

• I have wondered for some time if this 
passage of Scripture is the basis for 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 
15:11-24).  Consider:



The People In Their 
Land (1 Kings 8)  


The People Sin (1 
Kings 8:31, 33, 34, 

35, 36, 37, 46, 47, 38)


People In Foreign 
Land (1 Kings 8:46)


People "Come To 
Themselves" (1 

Kings 8:47)  


Forgiveness And 
Return (1 Kings 
8:33-34, 46-50)

Prodigal Son In The 
Land (Luke 15)  


Prodigal Son Sins 
(Luke 15:12-13)  


Prodigal Son In 

Foreign Land (Luke 
15:13)  


Prodigal Son "Comes 

To Himself" (Luke 
15:17)


Forgiveness And 

Return (Luke 
15:17-24)    



• No matter how far away from God 
we are (no matter what distant and 
enemy land), we can choose to 
"come to ourselves."  As God's 
children, we have His assurance of 
forgiveness as we repent and pray 
to Him (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9).  


