
GENESIS: THE BOOK OF 
BEGINNINGS  

Through The Bible Series  



INTRODUCTION  



• The word "Genesis" means "Beginning."   

• It is the first of five Books in the Old Testament 
(Genesis-Deuteronomy) commonly referred to 
as "The Law" or the "Pentateuch" (a word which 
means "Five Books").   

• It was written by Moses between 1400-1500 B.C.  
The Hebrew people from their beginning as a 
nation have acknowledged that Moses wrote the 
Book, as does Jesus (John 7:22; Acts 15:1, etc.)  



KEY VERSE  

• Genesis 3:15-And I will put enmity Between 
you and the woman, And between your seed 
and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And 
you shall bruise His heel."  



BOOK OVERVIEW  



• The Creation And Fall (Genesis 1-3)   

• The Increasing Wickedness Of Man And 
The Flood (Genesis 4-9)   

• The Table Of Nations And The Tower Of 
Babel (Genesis 10-11)   

• Abraham And His Family (Genesis 11-50) 



CHAPTER OVERVIEW  



GENESIS 1-3



THE DAYS OF CREATION 
WERE LITERAL DAYS   

• The "evening and the morning" (Genesis 1:5, 8, 13,  
19, 23, 31) 

• The "days" are set in contrast to "years" showing 
again that these are literal 24 hour days (Genesis 
1:14-15)   

• Moses later says that the seven-day week is 
patterned after the Creation week (Exodus 20:9-11).  



THE FALL IN THE GARDEN 
OF EDEN  

• The serpent (Satan) tempted Adam and Eve to disobey 
God (Genesis 3:1-6; Revelation 12:9).   

• Eve was deceived by Satan's lies (2 Corinthians 11:3); but 
Adam knew better (1 Timothy 2:14).  Hers was a sin of 
ignorance; his was a sin of willful disobedience (Genesis 
3:17).   

• Because of Adam and Eve's sin, suffering and death were 
introduced into the Earth (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:17).  



GENESIS 4-9  



CAIN AND ABEL  

• Two sons of the Adam and Eve were Cain and Abel 
(Genesis 4:1-2).  (Pay special attention to the phrase 
"in the process of time-Genesis 4:3).   

• Cain's sacrifices were rejected by God because they 
were not offered according to the Word of God 
(Genesis 4:5; Hebrews 11:4; Romans 10:17).  Abel's 
were accepted (Genesis 4:4).  In jealously, he killed 
his brother (Genesis 4:5-15).  



THE PATRIARCHS  



• One of Moses' goals in writing Genesis is to teach the 
Hebrews the chosen line through which the Messiah 
would one day come.   

• The patriarchs listed in Genesis 5 from Adam to 
Noah are listed for us to teach us this important fact.   

• From the time of the Fall in the Garden of Eden till 
the Flood of Noah, there is a period of 1, 656 years 
(as the chronologies in Genesis 5 teach us).   

• Please notice the names of the patriarchs and the 
meaning of their names.  



1. Adam (Man) 

2. Seth (Appointed)   

3. Enosh  (Mortal)   

4. Cainan  (Sorrow)   

5. Mahalalel  (The Blessed God)   

6. Jared  (Shall Come Down)   

7. Enoch  (Teaching)   

8. Methuselah  (His Death Shall Bring)   

9. Lamech (The Brokenhearted)   

10.Noah  (Peace)    



THE FLOOD  
• The Bible teaches that man's wickedness was so great that God purged 

the world of evil through a world-wide Flood (Genesis 6:5-7).   

• That the Flood was global is evident for several reasons.  First, the 
Flood was designed to destroy wicked man which had by this time 
spread through the whole world.  Second, the Flood covered the 
highest mountains (Genesis 7:19-20).  Third, a local flood would not 
require all of the animals that would be saved on the Ark (Genesis 
7:1-3).  Fourth, the sign of the rainbow was to ensure that there would 
never again be a global Flood (Genesis 9:12-17).  Finally, the worldwide 
Flood is used as an example of the global destruction that will occur 
when Christ comes back (2 Peter 3:1-13).  



EXTRA-BIBLICAL 
EVIDENCES

• Extra-biblical evidences of the Flood may be 
found in the ancient accounts of hundreds of 
civilizations.   

• The Flood has also been confirmed in 
numerous ways through the study of geology.  



GENESIS 10-11



• We find here a discussion of the 
repopulating of the Earth through Noah's 
three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth).   

• The Table of Nations has been proven 
reliable through the study of extra-biblical 
sources.  



THE TOWER OF BABEL 
(GENESIS 11)  

• The Tower of Babel is where the descendants 
of Noah's sons eventually rebelled against 
God.   

• Here, God divided the languages of the 
people and scattered them throughout the 
Earth (Genesis 11:7-8).  



GENESIS 11-50  



ABRAHAM  

• Moses wants us to understand one of the most important 
characters in the chosen line is Abraham.   

• Abraham is briefly introduced to us at the end of the Tower 
of Babel account  (11:27-32).  We see his importance in 
God's plan of salvation in Genesis 12.  He was living in 
Haran (or Ur) in Babylon.  God told him to go to a "land 
He would show him" (Hebrews 11:8) and he went to the 
land of Canaan (i.e., modern-day Palestine; see Genesis 
12-15).  





• Map Image Copied From: http://
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• Genesis 12:1-3-1     Now the LORD had said 
to Abram: "Get out of your country, From 
your family And from your father's house, 
To a land that I will show you.  2      I will 
make you a great nation; I will bless you 
And make your name great; And you shall 
be a blessing.  3      I will bless those who 
bless you, And I will curse him who curses 
you; And in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed."



ABRAHAM, HAGAR, AND 
ISHMAEL   

• In Genesis 16, we read about Abraham having a child with 
Hagar (who was the servant of Abraham's wife, Sara).  
Abraham was 86 years old when Ishmael was born (Genesis 
16:15). 

• Abraham thought Ishmael would be the "promised son" 
through whom the blessings would come.  However, Ishmael 
was not the chosen seed and he and his mother were 
eventually cast out (Genesis 16:5-6; 21:8-21).  Nevertheless, 
God cared for and provided for them (Genesis 16;11-14).  



ABRAHAM, SARAH, AND 
ISAAC  

• Abraham was one hundred years old (Genesis 
21:5).   

• When Isaac was older, God tested Abraham's faith 
(Genesis 22).    

• Isaac eventually married Rebekkah (Genesis 24), 
and they had two sons named Jacob and Esau 
(Genesis 25:23-27).   



ESAU AND JACOB  

• Esau is immediately shown to us as a very 
carnally minded man who lives a very carnal 
l i f e s t y l e ( c f . G e n e s i s 2 5 : 2 9 - 3 4 ) .  
Unfortunately, in his early life Jacob appears 
the same (Genesis 26-27) through his 
deceitfulness towards his brother.  



JACOB FLEES HIS BROTHER 
ESAU  

• Jacob realizes his brother is going to kill him for his 
horrible trickery and he flees back to Haran (i.e., in 
Babylon) where Rebekkah his mother was from 
(Genesis 27:41-46).   

• While there, Jacob marries Leah and Rachel (Genesis 
28-29).  He had twelve sons, whose descendants in 
turn became the twelve tribes of Israel.    



• Genesis 35:23-26-22      And it happened, when Israel 
dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with 
Bilhah his father's concubine; and Israel heard about 
it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: 23     the sons 
of Leah were Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, 
Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun; 24      the sons of 
Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin; 25      the sons of 
Bilhah, Rachel's maidservant, were Dan and 
Naphtali;  26      and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's 
maidservant, were Gad and Asher. These were the 
sons of Jacob who were born to him in Padan Aram.



JOSEPH  

• In Genesis 37-50, we read about one of the 
sons of Jacob named Joseph.   

• His brothers were jealous of him and sold him 
into slavery in Egypt, telling their father he 
had been killed by a wild beast (Genesis 37).  
While in slavery, he was falsely accused of 
rape and put in prison (Genesis 39).   



• God providentially brought up Joseph to be the 
second most powerful man in Egypt.   

• There would be seven years of great abundance in 
Egypt, and Joseph was chosen to store up for seven 
years of worldwide famine in the entire world 
following that period of abundance (Genesis 41).  
Eventually, Joseph's brothers come to Egypt and he is 
finally revealed to them (Genesis 42-48).   

• All of his brothers and their families migrate to Egypt 
(Genesis 47).  Moses records the deaths of Jacob and 
of Joseph (Genesis 49-50).  



PROMINENT PEOPLE AND 
EVENTS OVERVIEW  



SODOM AND GOMORRAH 

• Genesis 19 reveals the tragic sin and destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah.   

• The people of these cities were guilty of 
homosexual sin, attempted rape, pride, greed, 
complacency, and refusal to help those in need.  
God had given them time to repent, as He gives 
people today time to repent (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  



• Ezekiel 16:49-50-49      Look, this was the 
iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her 
daughter had pride, fullness of food, and 
abundance of idleness; neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and 
needy.  50      And they were haughty and 
committed abomination before Me; 
therefore I took them away as I saw fit.



• Jude 7-as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
around them in a similar manner to these, 
having given themselves over to sexual 
immorality and gone after strange flesh, are 
set forth as an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire.   

• 2 Peter 2:6-and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to 
destruction, making them an example to those 
who afterward would live ungodly;



MELCHIZEDEK  



• Genesis 14:18-20-18      Then Melchizedek 
king of Salem brought out bread and wine; 
he was the priest of God Most High.  19    
And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be 
Abram of God Most High, Possessor of 
heaven and earth;  20      And blessed be 
God Most High, Who has delivered your 
enemies into your hand." And he gave him 
a tithe of all.



• Melchizedek was a high priest of Salem 
(i.e., Jerusalem) and was obviously well 
known to Abraham (Genesis 14:18-20).   

• His priesthood is used throughout the 
Bible as an example of the priesthood that 
Christ would have (Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 
5-8).  



PROPHECY OF SHILOH  

• Genesis 49:10-The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be 
the obedience of the people.



• The "scepter" had reference to the Jewish right of capital 
punishment.   

• In other words, this prophecy stated that the Messiah 
would come before the Jewish people lost the rights of 
capital punishment.   

• Amazingly, through all of their various captivities 
(Egyptian, Babylonian, Persian, and Grecian) the Jews 
never lost this right.   

• However, sometime around 7 A.D., the Jewish people lost 
this right to capital punishment.  Many of the Jews were 
saddened by this: 



• "Rabbi Rachmon says, "When the members of the 
Sanhedrin found themselves deprived of their right 
over life and death, a general consternation took 
possession of them; they covered their heads with 
ashes, and their bodies with sackcloth, exclaiming: 
'Woe unto us, for the scepter has departed from 
Judah, and the Messiah has not come!'" 
21/28-30"  (quoted in Josh McDowell, Evidence 
That Demands A Verdict: Volume One: Historical 
Evidences For The Christian Faith, 168 (Kindle 
Edition); Nashville, TN; Thomas nelson Publishers)  



CONCLUSION  

• The Book of Genesis is absolutely imperative 
to the rest of the Bible.   

• Its' histories and doctrines are clearly to be 
understood as truth; and every one of the 
science has confirmed its' accuracy and 
authenticity.  



Conclusion  
"The Book of Genesis thus is in reality the foundation of 
all true history, as well as of true science and true 
philosophy.  It is above all else the foundation of God’s 
revelation, as given in the Bible…By all means therefore 
we must oppose any effort from any source to 
mythologize or allegorize the Genesis record.  It was 
written as sober history, the divinely inspired account of 
the origin of all things.  No one, therefore, can hope to 
attain a true and full understanding of anything, without 
a basic acceptance and comprehension of the origin of 
everything, as recorded in Genesis."  (Henry Morris, The 
Genesis Record: A Scientific & Devotional Commentary 
On The Book Of Beginnings, 5-6; Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Baker Books)  


