
HOSEA



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP



• Hosea the of Beeri wrote this Book.   

• Both the Bible (Hosea 1:1) and extra-
biblical confirmation make this clear.   

• He was a contemporary of Isaiah, Micah, 
and Amos.  



TIMEFRAME AND TIME OF 
WRITING



• "Some of the book appears to have been written 
before the death of Jeroboam II (753 B.C.), since the 
first chapter regards the end of Jehu’s dynasty as yet 
future. Hosea 5 seems to have been intended for 
king Menahem (d. 742 B.C.) and Hosea 7 may have 
been written during Hoshea’s dealings with Egypt (d. 
722 B.C.). So the final product was no doubt 
completed by around 720 B.C. His ministry 
extended from at least 760 to 710 B.C. (II Kings 
14:17)."  (Norman Geisler, A Popular Survey Of The 
Old Testament, 3765 (Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Baker Books)



KEYWORD

• The keyword seems to be "mercy" (occurs 12 times in 11 
verses), the second one being "love" (8 matches in 6 
verses).   

• The Hebrew word for "love" combined three elements: (1) 
an apprehension of the value of a person which makes it 
precious to the lover so that he is willing to sacrifice for it; 
(2) strength; (3) loyalty.  All three elements are displayed 
various ways and countless times throughout the "love" of 
the Book of Hosea.  



KEY PASSAGE

• Hosea 6:6-For I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more 
than burnt offerings.



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



ONE (755 B.C.)



• Hosea is commissioned by God to marry a 
prostitute named Gomer.   

• Their firstborn son is named Jezreel (literally 
meaning 'God Will Scatter').  He was named this 
because God was going to scatter the Hebrews 
among the nations because of their sins.   

• The second-born daughter is named Lo-Ruhamah 
('No-Mercy,'), signifying that God would not have 
mercy on the unrepentant Hebrews.  



• Their third child is a son named Lo-Ammi 
('Not My People').  Many scholars believe 
this child's name signified that Hosea was 
not the biological father of this child.   

• Despite these prolonged declarations of 
judgment, the chapter ends with a 
promise of God about restoration and 
redemption.  



• Hosea 1:10-11-10  "Yet the number of the 
children of Israel Shall be as the sand of the 
sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered. 
And it shall come to pass In the place where it 
was said to them, 'You are not My people,' 
There it shall be said to them, 'You are sons of 
the living God.'  11  Then the children of Judah 
and the children of Israel Shall be gathered 
together, And appoint for themselves one 
head; And they shall come up out of the land, 
For great will be the day of Jezreel!



• Hosea 1:10-11  (CEV)-10  Someday it will 
be impossible to count the people of 
Israel, because there will be as many of 
them as there are grains of sand along the 
seashore. They are now called "Not My 
People," but in the future they will be 
called "Children of the Living God."  11  
Israel and Judah will unite and choose one 
leader. Then they will take back their land, 
and this will be a great day for Jezreel.



TWO (755 B.C.)



• In this chapter, we read of Hosea's heartbreak 
as he learns of the treachery of his wife Gomer.   

• Throughout the narrative, we see God's pain 
intermixed with that of Hosea as Israel 
continues to commit "adultery" against Him.   

• We also see how Gomer (and Israel) react, as 
well as Hosea's plan to show Gomer his love 
for her again (as God does with Israel), in the 
hopes that she will repent.  



GOMER'S REFUSAL TO GIVE 
UP HER ADULTERY

• Hosea 2:5-For their mother has played the 
harlot; She who conceived them has behaved 
shamefully. For she said, 'I will go after my 
lovers, Who give me my bread and my water, 
My wool and my linen, My oil and my drink.'



GOMER'S REFUSAL TO GIVE 
UP HER ADULTERY

• Hosea 2:5 (CEV)-Your mother was unfaithful. 
She was disgraceful and said, "I'll run after my 
lovers. Everything comes from them— my 
food and drink, my linen and wool, my olive 
oil and wine."



• Gomer will learn how good things were 
w i th Hosea a s he r l ove r s g row 
increasingly tired of her and she 
remembers the love that she had from her 
husband.   

• In the same way, Israel will one day learn 
how good things were with Jehovah and 
she wi l l remember the love and 
relationship that she had with the Lord.  



• Hosea 2:7-She will chase her lovers, But not 
overtake them; Yes, she will seek them, but not 
find them. Then she will say, 'I will go and return 
to my first husband, For then it was better for me 
than now.'   

• Hosea 2:7 (ERV)-She will run after her lovers, but 
she will not be able to catch up with them. She will 
look for her lovers, but she will not be able to find 
them. Then she will say, 'I will go back to my first 
husband (the Lord). Life was better for me when I 
was with him. Life was better then than it is now.'



• We read of how Hosea will speak kindly 
to Gomer, and remind her of how good 
their life was before she turned against 
him.  

• In the same way, God will do so with 
Israel.  



• Hosea 2:14-15-14  "Therefore, behold, I 
will allure her, Will bring her into the 
wilderness, And speak comfort to her.  15  
I will give her her vineyards from there, 
And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; 
She shall sing there, As in the days of her 
youth, As in the day when she came up 
from the land of Egypt.



• Hosea 2:14-15 (CEV)-14  Israel, I, the 
LORD, will lure you into the desert and 
speak gently to you.  15  I will return your 
vineyards, and then Trouble Valley will 
become Hopeful Valley. You will say "Yes" 
to me as you did in your youth, when 
leaving Egypt.



•  God speaks of how the people will learn 
to trust in Him and to love Him.   

• They will no longer be ashamed of their 
wicked past and their wicked decisions.  



• Hosea 2:16-23 (CEV)-16  I promise that 
from that day on, you will call me your 
husband instead of your master.  17  I will 
no longer even let you mention the names 
of those pagan gods that you called 
"Master."  18  And I will agree to let you 
live in peace—you will no longer be 
attacked by wild animals and birds or by 
weapons of war. 



• 19  I will accept you as my wife forever, and 
instead of a bride price I will give you justice, 
fairness, love, kindness,  20  and faithfulness. 
Then you will truly know who I am.  21  I 
will command the sky to send rain on the 
earth,  22  and it will produce grain, grapes, 
and olives in Jezreel Valley.  23  I will scatter 
the seeds and show mercy to Lo-Ruhamah. I 
will say to Lo-Ammi, "You are my people," 
and they will answer, "You are our God."



THREE (755 B.C.)  



• Hosea is commissioned by God to go and buy back 
Gomer (who has been sold into sexual slavery).   

• He spends a small fortune buying her back, but he 
does so.   

• After buying her back, he gives her the option of 
being his wife again IF she will repent of her 
wickedness.   

• This pictures the hope that that God has that His 
wicked people would one day repent of their 
sinfulness.  



FOUR (748 B.C.) 



• Hosea lists many of the sins of the people, 
and of the priests in the land.   

• God calls upon them to repent.  



• Hosea 4:1-2-1  Hear the word of the 
LORD, You children of Israel, For the 
LORD brings a charge against the 
inhabitants of the land: "There is no truth 
or mercy Or knowledge of God in the 
land.  2  By swearing and lying, Killing and 
stealing and committing adultery, They 
break all restraint, With bloodshed upon 
bloodshed.



• Hosea 4:6-My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge. Because you have 
rejected knowledge, I also will reject you 
from being priest for Me; Because you 
have forgotten the law of your God, I also 
will forget your children.



• Hosea 4:7-(NKJV)  "The more they 
increased, The more they sinned against 
Me; I will change their glory into shame. 

• Hosea 4:7 (Amplified)-The more they 
increased and multiplied [in prosperity 
and power], the more they sinned against 
Me; I will change their glory into shame



• Hosea 4:11-14 (GW)-11  Prostitutes, old 
wine, and new wine have robbed them of 
their senses.  12  My people ask their 
wooden idols for help. A piece of wood 
tells them what to do. A spirit of 
prostitution leads them astray. They 
commit adultery by giving themselves to 
other gods. 



• 13  They offer sacrifices on mountaintops, and 
they burn incense on the hills under oaks, 
poplars, and other trees. They think that these 
trees provide good shade. "That is why your 
daughters become prostitutes, and your 
daughters-in-law commit adultery.  14  Yet, I will 
not punish your daughters when they become 
prostitutes or your daughters-in-law when they 
commit adultery. The men go to prostitutes and 
offer sacrifices with temple prostitutes. These 
foolish people will be trampled.



FIVE (748 B.C.)



• Here God rebukes the people for their sins 
and declares that judgment is coming on 
both Israel and Judah.   

• The warning is especially issued to the 
political and spiritual leaders in the land. 

• God points out that the people of Israel and 
Judah turned to the religions of Assyria 
when they realized their spiritual sickness 
instead of turning to Him.  



SIX (725 B.C.)  



• This chapter takes place shortly before 
the Assyrian captivity of Israel (722 B.C.).  
They have already had some frightening 
losses to the Assyrians, but had not yet 
repented of their sins (cf. Isaiah 9:8-12).  
God declares He will still show mercy if 
they will repent.   

• God declares what He truly desires from 
His people.  



• Hosea 6:1-3-1  Come, and let us return to 
the LORD; For He has torn, but He will 
heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us 
up.  2  After two days He will revive us; On 
the third day He will raise us up, That we 
may live in His sight.  3  Let us know, Let us 
pursue the knowledge of the LORD. His 
going forth is established as the morning; 
He will come to us like the rain, Like the 
latter and former rain to the earth.



• Hosea 6:6-For I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more 
than burnt offerings.   

• Hosea 6:6 (Amplified)-For I desire and 
delight in dutiful steadfast love and 
goodness , not sacr ifice , and the 
knowledge of and acquaintance with God 
more than burnt offerings. [Mat 9:13; Mat 
12:7]



SEVEN (725 B.C.)  



• More sins of the people are enumerated 
including fraud and thievery (1), adultery 
(4), willfully drugging people to take 
advantage of them (5), going after pagan 
religions and traditions (8-10), and turning 
to the pagan rulers and their military 
alliances instead of to God (11-16).  



EIGHT-10 (725 B.C.)  



• God further discusses the sinfulness of the 
people, assuring them of forgiveness if 
they will repent and judgment if they will 
not.  



• Hosea 8:7-They sow the wind, And reap 
the whirlwind. The stalk has no bud; It 
shall never produce meal. If it should 
produce, Aliens would swallow it up.



• Hosea 10 :12 -Sow for yourse l ves 
righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break up 
your fallow ground, For it is time to seek 
the LORD, Till He comes and rains 
righteousness on you.



ELEVEN (725 B.C.)

• God professes His love for Israel, and His 
brokenheartedness over her continual 
rejection of Him.  



• Hosea 11:4-I drew them with gentle 
cords, With bands of love, And I was to 
them as those who take the yoke from 
their neck. I stooped and fed them.



TWELVE (725 B.C.)

• God rebukes the capital cities of Israel 
(Ephraim) and Judah (Jerusalem) respectively.   

• He implores them to repent.  



THIRTEEN (725 B.C.)

• God will bring powerful judgment on the 
people; and yet there is a promise made of 
coming forgiveness and restoration.   

• God promises to one Day ransom His people 
from Hades and Death.  



• Hosea 13:6-When they had pasture, they 
were filled; They were filled and their 
heart was exalted; Therefore they forgot 
Me.



• Hosea 13:14-I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death. O Death, I will be your 
plagues! O Grave, I will be your 
destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes."



FOURTEEN (725 B.C.)

• This chapter contains a final please from God 
and the Prophet to repent of their 
unfaithfulness.   

• Sadly, the people would not repent.  Judgment 
came in 722 B.C. when Assyria carried them 
captive back to their land (cf. 2 Kings 17).



SPECIAL STUDIES



CHRIST IN HOSEA



• Christ is shown to us in Hosea as the Son of 
God (11:1), and the only possible Savior of 
people (13:4).  He is also pictured as the One 
Who will ransom us from the dead (13:14), 
but also as the faithful Lover of His people 
(11:4) and the Healer of backsliders (6:1-3).   

• In addition, there are other passages in 
Hosea which the Jews before the time of 
Christ applied to the Messiah.  



• "Hos. iii. 5 [Afterward the sons of Israel will 
return and seek the Lord their God and David 
their king; and they will come trembling to the 
Lord and to His goodness in the last days] is 
applied to the Messiah in the Targum, and 
from it the Jer. Talm. (Ber. 5 a) derives the 
name 'David' as one of those given to the 
Messiah. Hos. vi. 2 [He will revive us after two 
days; He will raise us up on the third day, That 
we may live before Him] is Messianically 
applied in the Targum.



• "Hos. xiii. 14 [Shall I ransom them from the 
power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from 
death? O Death, where are your thorns? O 
Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion will 
be hidden from My sight] is applied to the 
deliverance by the Messiah of those of Israel 
who are in Gehinnom, whom He sets free; — 
the term Zion being understood of Paradise. 
See Yalk. on Is. Par. 269, comp. Maas. de R. 
Joshua in Jellinek's Beth ha-Midr. ii. p. 50.



• "Hos. xiv. 7 [Those who live in his shadow 
Will again raise grain, And they will 
blossom like the vine. His renown [will be] 
like the wine of Lebanon] is Messianically 
applied in the Targum."  (Alfred 
Edersheim, Messianic Passages in the Old 
Testament as Cited in Rabbinic Literature, 
(edited by Robert C. Newman),1443-1458 
(Kindle Edition); Interdisciplinary Biblical 
Research Institute www.ibri.org)  

http://www.ibri.org


HOW IS "THE VALLEY OF 
ACHOR" A "DOOR OF HOPE?"



• In Hosea 2:14-15, God declares that He 
will make the "Valley of Achor" a "door of 
hope."   

• The Valley of Achor is where Achan was 
killed for his sin (Joshua 7).   

• How can God declare that a place of 
death will become a place of hope and 
salvation?  



• "Allure her can be so strong as to suggest 
enticement (Judg. 14:15; 16:5) or even seduction 
(Exod. 22:16); speak tenderly (lit. ‘upon her heart’) 
can be used in romantic contexts (Gen. 34:3; Ruth 
2:13); Israel’s answer to such courting must be 
‘yes’, as it was on her honeymoon in the exodus (cf. 
Jer. 2:2). Intertwined with the love language are the 
reminiscences of the exodus: the wilderness is the 
site of Yahweh’s wooing, as far removed from the 
tree- shaded shrines of the Baals (cf. 4:13) as it was 
from the brickworks of Egypt.



• "Promises in the desert, of wedding gifts, will 
be repeated and transform the scenes of 
Joshua’s conquest of Canaan: new vineyards, 
blessed by Yahweh not Baal, will teem with 
grapes. And the Valley of Achor (‘trouble’), 
plagued for half a millennium by the memory 
of Achan’s disobedience to the command to 
put everything in Ai to the ban (Josh. 7:26), 
will be gifted to Israel with a new name, a new 
beginning: ‘a portal (spacious door- opening) 
of hope’ (cf. Jer. 31:17; Lam. 3:29). 31



• "For Hosea, God’s memories of the wilderness 
are poignant (9:10; 13:5). The exodus (literally 
‘her coming up’; cf. ‘they shall go up’ in 1:11) is 
mentioned last because it embraces the other 
two historical references, the wilderness 
wandering and the possession of Canaan, and 
epitomizes the divine love for Israel that was 
celebrated in those events."  (David Allen 
Hubbard, Hosea: Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries, 1251-1260 (Kindle Edition); 
Nottingham, England; InterVarsity Press)



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF "THE 
THIRD DAY" IN THE BIBLE



• Hosea's statement that God will resurrect His people 
from the dead on "the third day" (Hosea 6:2) is a 
fascinating one.   

• Throughout the Old Testament, "the third day" carried 
special significance of "life from death."  This also 
teaches us about what Paul was referring to when he 
wrote that Christ rose from the dead on the third day, 
"according to the Scriptures" (1 Corinthians 15:1-8).   

• No specific prophecy mentioned Christ rising on the 
third day: but one element of Bible prophecy was 
prophecy through type and antitype.  



• "We should first look at some prophecies that 
make reference to restoration—or rescue 
from death—on the third day. • Hosea 6:1-2 
states, “Come, let us return to the LORD. He 
has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has 
injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 
After two days he will revive us; on the third 
day he will restore us, that we may live in his 
presence.” This is a word given to Israel as a 
whole, but the sequence is there: full 
restoration on the third day!352



• "• According to Genesis 22:4, it was on the third 
day that Abraham arrived at Mount Moriah and 
prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac—that 
important event known in later Rabbinic tradition 
as the Akedah, “the binding (of Isaac)”—an event 
seen as a Messianic foreshadowing by the rabbis 
(see above, 4.1). In similar fashion, the Letter to 
the Hebrews notes, “Abraham reasoned that God 
could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he 
did receive Isaac back from death” (Heb. 11:19)—
and this took place on the third day.



• "• This was the time set for the miraculous 
healing of King Hezekiah, who as a son of 
David serves as somewhat of a Messianic 
prototype (cf. also b. Sanhedrin 94a, 98a): “Go 
back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my 
people, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of 
your father David, says: I have heard your 
prayer and seen your tears; I will heal you. On 
the third day from now you will go up to the 
temple of the LORD’ ” (2 Kings 20:5; cf. also v. 
8).



• "• Jonah was in the belly of the fish for 
three days (a deathlike experience, to be 
sure!—cf. Jonah 2:1-9) before being spit 
out on dry land, and hence saved from his 
watery tomb (Jonah 1:17; 2:10). Jesus 
himself makes reference to this event in 
the context of his death and resurrection 
(see, e.g., Matt. 12:40).



• "Elsewhere in the Tanakh, it is striking to see 
how often the third day has special significance: 
• God told the children of Israel assembled at 
Mount Sinai to be ready for the third day 
“because on that day the LORD will come 
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 
people” (Exod. 19:10). • After calling the people 
to fast for three days for divine intervention to 
save her Jewish people from annihilation, on the 
third day, Esther stood before the king and 
appealed for mercy (Esther 5:1).



• "• The building of the Second Temple was 
completed on the third day of the month of 
Adar (Ezra 6:15). • On the third day after 
Joseph interpreted the dreams of two of his 
fellow prisoners—both of whose dreams 
included a symbolic “three”—one of the men 
was hung and the other man restored to his 
former position (Gen. 40:1-23). • Sacrifices left 
until the third day could no longer be eaten 
but were to be wholly consumed by the altar’s 
flames (Lev. 7:17-18; 19:6-7).



• "• It was on the third day—and in the 
third battle—that the Israelites defeated 
their Benjamite brothers in battle (see 
Judges 20, esp. 20:30). • After three days 
the Israelites crossed the Jordan—by the 
miraculous intervention of God (Josh. 
1:11; 3:2).353



• "Based on this biblical data, the German 
biblical scholar Roland Gradwohl argued 
that “‘three days’ is a stereotyped phrase 
used bv the Old Testament in describing a 
situation when something will be fulfilled 
or completed within a useful and 
reasonable time.... The ‘third day’ is used 
to describe the moment when an event 
attains its climax.”354  



• "Another German scholar, K. Lehmann, 
wrote an entire volume on the subject of 
resurrection on the third day, pointing to 
passages such as Exodus 19:11, 16; Genesis 
22:4; 2 Kings 20:5; Esther 5:1; Hosea 6:2 
(all cited above) as evidence that the third 
day was associated with special divine 
activity, something that caught the 
attention of the ancient rabbis as well.355



• "These insights, coupled with some key verses 
about restoration, salvation, or rescue from 
death on the third day, give Paul the right to 
say that the Messiah rose from the dead on 
the third day according to the Scriptures. 
There would have been no day more suitable 
than this, from the viewpoint of the Word of 
God.356"  (Michael L. Brown, Answering Jewish 
Objections To Jesus: Volume Three-Messianic 
Prophecy Objections,182-184 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  



• Michael L. Brown, Answering Jewish 
Objections To Jesus: Volume Three-Messianic 
Prophecy Objections,182-184 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker 
Books)  



DID MATTHEW MISQUOTE 
HOSEA?  



• In Matthew 2:15, Jesus applies the 
prophecy of Hosea (11:1) to Jesus.  Yet in 
context of Hosea, the Prophet is talking 
about the people of Israel.   

• Was Matthew misusing Hosea's Book?   

• In response to this question, famous 
scholar Michael Brown tells us:



• "It is very common-often the norm-in the 
Talmud and Rabbinic literature to cite a 
key part of a verse, sometimes even a 
short phrase, even though it is the whole 
verse that is under discussion. Matthew, a 
Jew well-versed in the Hebrew Bible, was 
writing to fellow Jews, also presumably 
well-versed in their Scriptures, and the last 
thing he was trying to do was pull the wool 
over the eyes and ears of his readers..""



• "The very thought of it is ludicrous, since, even 
if they did not know the whole verse by heart, 
they could eventually look the verse up or ask 
someone who had memorized the text. Soon 
enough, if his citation really was erroneous, 
someone would have quickly challenged his 
reading, and within days-or even hours-
Matthew would have been exposed and his 
book of Good News (= Gospel) would have 
been discarded as an unreliable able fraud.



• "So, the belief, all too common among 
anti-missionaries, that Matthew tried to 
trick his readers by only quoting part of 
the verse is patently absurd.16 To the 
contrary, "Matthew expects all his readers 
to understand the primacy of Scripture 
and the centrality of Christ's mission sion 
in Scripture; but he expects his more 
sophisticated readers to catch his allusion 
to Israel's history as well



• "Thus, Matthew finds many important 
parallels between Israel's formative, mative, 
early years and the early years and formative 
ministry of the Messiah, also couching his 
writing in very Jewish/biblical terms from the 
opening words: biblos geneseos, the Greek 
words being the equivalent of the Hebrew 
expression seper toledot (as in Gen. 5:1; see 
the Septuagint [LXX]) or seper yuhasin (the 
Rabbinic way of introducing a genealogy).



• "This is not a standard Greek expression but 
rather a Hebraic one, indicating cating that his 
intended audience is clearly Jewish-especially 
literate Jews. Note also that Matthew does not 
follow the LXX here, which translates Hosea 
11:1b with "children" rather than "son." Rather, 
he translates directly from the Hebrew.18 As we 
continue to read, we notice in the opening 
chapters that there are several parallels between 
both Moses and the Messiah as well as Israel and 
the Messiah (this is called "Messianic typology"):



• "There was an edict to kill all the Israelite baby boys 
at the time Moses was born (Exod. 1:15-22), just as 
there was an edict to kill all the Jewish baby boys in 
Bethlehem at the time Yeshua was born (Matt. 
2:16-18). • Israel in its infancy went into Egypt, just 
as Jesus did (Gen. 46:1-7; 47:27-Israel; Exod. 4:19-
Moses; Matt. 2:13-15-Jesus), and then both were 
called out of Egypt back to the Promised Land 
(Exod. 3:8; Matt. 2:2 1; note also the parallels 
between "those who were seeking your life are 
dead" in Exod. 4:19 [NRSV]-Moses to go into Egypt; 
Matt. 2:20-Joseph to bring Jesus out).



• "• "By leaving `at night,' Joseph's family made 
their route of departure impossible to trace; 
the language might also evoke Jewish readers' 
memory of Exodus 12:31."19 • Israel crossed 
the Jordan River while Jesus was immersed in 
the Jordan River (Joshua 3; Matt. 3:13-15; in 
both cases, these were "rites of passage"; it is 
also possible that the Jordan parallels the Red 
Sea). • Israel was called God's son, and Jesus 
was called God's Son (see, e.g., Exod. 4:22; 
Matt. 3:17; 17:5).



• "• Israel was tested for forty years in the wilderness, 
while Jesus was tempted for forty days in the 
wilderness, actually quoting the Book of Deuteronomy 
three times when rebuking Satan (Matt. 4:4, quoting 
ing Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:7, quoting Deut. 6:16; Matt. 4:10, 
quoting Dent. 6:13; remember that Deuteronomy was 
the book composed at the end of Israel's wilderness 
wanderings). • Just as Israel received the Torah, God's 
authoritative instruction, at the foot of Mount Sinai, so 
also, when Yeshua began to give the people his holy 
instruction, he too ascended a mountain and gathered 
his disciples there (see Matt. 5:1-2).



• "All this indicates just how deeply this period of Israel's 
history was in Matthew's mind: Israel going into Egypt, 
Moses' birth, Israel coming out of Egypt, receiving the 
Law, being tested in the wilderness, crossing the Jordan. 
Therefore, with good reason, he looked to Hosea 11:1 
as a prophetic parallel to the early years of the Messiah: 
As it happened to Israel, God's son, so also it happened 
to the Messiah, God's Son. As professor Craig Keener 
summarized: Matthew builds almost every paragraph 
from the genealogy to the Sermon on the Mount 
around at least one text in the Old Testament, 
explaining some event of Jesus' life from Scripture.



• "In context Hosea 11:1 refers plainly to the Israelites leaving Egypt 
in the exodus; Matthew applies this text to Jesus because Jesus 
epitomizes and fulfills Israel's history (Matt. 1:1).60 Amazingly, 
anti-missionary author Michoel Drazin claims that Matthew thew 
not only misquoted Hosea here, but that he borrowed the 
historical account from the life of Krishna! He writes: "When 
Krishna was born, his father is said to have fled with him from the 
governor, who sought the infant's life.... The New Testament 
transferred this legend to Jesus."61 While such claims are so 
bizarre as to be laughable, they point to the extremely skewed 
view that some ultra-Orthodox Jews (and many anti-missionaries) 
missionaries) have about Yeshua and the New Testament. Their 
level of mistrust and suspicion is extremely high, to put it mildly. 
As we have seen in the case of Matthew's quotation of Hosea, 
neither the mistrust nor suspicion are merited in the least.



• "To the contrary, those who take the time to 
explore the spiritual riches of Matthew's 
writings will not be disappointed, and they will 
find their intellects enriched as well.62 Suffice 
it to say that you will be on infinitely more 
solid ground if you trust Matthew than if you 
trust the anti-missionaries."  (Michael Brown, 
Answering Jewish Objections To Jesus Volume Four: 
New Testament Objections, 22-24 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker 
Books)



PROMISE OF THE 
RESURRECTION 



• Hosea 13:14-I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death. O Death, I will be your 
plagues! O Grave, I will be your 
destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes."



• The Apostle Paul quotes this passage in 1 
Corinthians 15:55 and applies its' 
fulfillment to the Resurrection that will 
occur at the Second Coming of Christ.   

• Among other things, this demonstrates 
that the Old Testament Prophets foretold 
both the First and the Second Advent of 
Jesus Christ.  


