
JEREMIAH  
The Weeping Prophet



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP



• "This book was written by Jeremiah, the son of 
Hilkiah the priest. The supporting evidence for 
Jeremiah’s authorship is more than sufficient. 1. 
The title of the book claims that the prophecies 
are those of Jeremiah (1:1). 2. The character 
and contents of the book fit the tumultuous era 
in which Jeremiah lived—just before and during 
the Babylonian exile. 3. Daniel, a contemporary 
of Jeremiah, possessed and cited from the 
prophecies of this book, verifying that Jeremiah 
wrote them (Dan. 9:2; cf.Jer.25).



• "4. Later sources such as Ecclesiasticus 
49:6, 7 and Josephus, Antiquities, X.5.1, 
attribute the book to Jeremiah. 5. In the 
field of archaeology the Lachish letters 
(dating from 588 B.C.) offer both linguistic 
and historical support for the authorship 
of Jeremiah. 6. The New Testament quotes 
this book as the work of Jeremiah several 
times (cf. Matt. 2:17; 21:13; Heb. 8:8-12).



• "There were probably several editions of 
Jeremiah. The first edition was burned by 
king Jehoiakim in anger (Jer. 36:2,23). 
Jeremiah rewrote it and added more 
words to it at God’s command (Jer. 
36:32). This may account for the fact that 
the Septuagint (LXX) version of Jeremiah 
is about an eighth shorter than the 
Hebrew (Masoretic) text.



• "The final version was no doubt put 
together by Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary, 
after Jeremiah’s death (cf. 36:1-4). He 
incorporated the additional prophecies of 
Jeremiah and published the longer work 
which is the basis for the Hebrew and 
English texts."  (Norman Geisler, A Popular 
Survey Of The Old Testament, 4190-4204 
(Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
Baker Books)



DATE WRITTEN



• The Book of Jeremiah covers the time 
span of 627-580 B.C.  



KEY WORD

• The key word in Jeremiah appears to be 
"heart."  It occurs 54 times in 48 verses.   

• This is appropriate since Jeremiah is known 
as "the weeping prophet."  



THEME

• The Book of Jeremiah is about God calling the 
people to repentance.  The nation of Babylon is 
going to invade, defeat, plunder, and demolish 
the city of Jerusalem and take away the people 
captive if they do not repent.  Yet even in this 
captivity, God will bring the captives back at the 
end of seventy years and they may begin 
rebuilding the area for the promised Messiah.  



KEY PASSAGE



• Jeremiah 31:31-34-31  "Behold, the days are coming, says the 
LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah—  32  not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, 
says the LORD.  33  But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 
put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34  No more 
shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the 
least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."



BOOK FORMATION  



• The Book of Jeremiah i s not in 
chronological order.  



• "The Book of Jeremiah appears to consist 
of four distinct parts: chaps. 1–25; 26–45; 
46–51; and chap. 52. In addition, there is 
evidence of smaller collections within the 
work (e.g., 2:1–4:4; 4:5–6:30; 8:14–17; 
21:11–23:8; 23:9–40).11...



• "Chapter 36 reveals that the earliest collection 
was made by Jeremiah himself when he 
dictated messages to Baruch that he had 
delivered prior to 605. When Jehoiakim 
destroyed the scroll on which they were 
written, Jeremiah dictated them again, adding 
others. These messages are found in chaps. 1–
25. The remainder of the book speaks of 
Jeremiah in the third person and was evidently 
collected later by someone other than the 
prophet, perhaps by his scribe Baruch....



• "Certain chapters are clearly gathered 
together according to subject matter, e.g., 
chaps. 18–19, the potter; 30–33, hope for 
the future; 46–51, judgment on foreign 
nations. Some parts are arranged according 
to key words, e.g., “return” in chaps. 3–4. 
The book appears at first glance to be 
arranged chronologically, i.e., beginning with 
Jeremiah's call and concluding with his words 
from Egypt more than forty years later.



• "However, the chronological arrangement is not 
strictly followed. For example, the events of chap. 
25 precede those of chap. 24, and the events of 
22:24–30 are prior to those in 21:1–7.19 Other 
arrangements can also be detected, e.g., 22:1–30: 
condemnation of the wicked rulers, and chaps. 27– 
29: condemnation of false prophets."  (F.BB. Huey 
Jr., The New American Commentary: An Exegetical 
And Theological Exposition Of Holy Scripture-
Jeremiah And Lamentations-Volume 16, 24-25 (Kindle 
Edition); Nashville, TN; B&H Publishing Group)  



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



1-10   



• The calling of Jeremiah; his visions 
regarding God's judgments; God will stand 
by Jeremiah in all of his afflictions.  (1)  
(627 B.C.)   

• The faithlessness of Israel; Judah's 
wickedness and upcoming judgment.   (2)  
(627 B.C.)    



• Jeremiah 2:13-"For My people have 
committed two evils: They have forsaken 
Me, the fountain of living waters, And 
hewn themselves cisterns—broken 
cisterns that can hold no water.



• Judah's immorality is discussed in the form 
of a faithless wife; God calls them to 
repentance; God promises forgiveness and 
blessings if the people will turn back to Him. 
(3)  (627 B.C.)   

• God pleads with Judah to repent; He calls 
upon them to soften their hearts and return 
to Him; Babylon will come and punish them 
if they will not repent. (4)  (610 B.C.)  



• God will bring judgement on Judah for 
their wickedness, including adultery, 
endorsement of false prophets, and 
injustice (5).  (610 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah 5:30-31-30  "An astonishing and 
horrible thing Has been committed in the 
land:  31  The prophets prophesy falsely, 
And the priests rule by their own power; 
And My people love to have it so. But 
what will you do in the end?



• The Babylonians encourage themselves in 
their attacks against Judah; the people are 
shameless in committing wickedness; God 
exhorts the people to repent and return to 
His Word.  (6)  (640 B.C.)   

• The people practice wickedness without 
repentance, claiming to then serve God; and 
they are thus rejected by Him; Jeremiah is 
forbidden to pray for them in this state.  (7)  
(600 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah 6:13-15-13  "Because from the least of 
them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is 
given to covetousness; And from the prophet even 
to the priest, Everyone deals falsely.  14  They have 
also healed the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, 
'Peace, peace!' When there is no peace.  15  Were 
they ashamed when they had committed 
abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed; 
Nor did they know how to blush. Therefore they 
shall fall among those who fall; At the time I punish 
them, They shall be cast down," says the LORD.



• Jeremiah 7:8-11-8  "Behold, you trust in lying 
words that cannot profit.  9  Will you steal, 
murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn 
incense to Baal, and walk after other gods 
whom you do not know,  10  and then come 
and stand before Me in this house which is 
called by My name, and say, 'We are delivered 
to do all these abominations'?  11  Has this 
house, which is called by My name, become a 
den of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, 
have seen it," says the LORD.



• Jeremiah 7:24-Yet they did not obey or 
incline their ear, but followed the counsels 
and the dictates of their evil hearts, and 
went backward and not forward.



• Jeremiah 7:28-So you shall say to them, 
'This is a nation that does not obey the 
voice of the LORD their God nor receive 
correction. Truth has perished and has 
been cut off from their mouth.  



• The people refuse to repent because they 
love false teaching (8).  (600 B.C.)   

• Jeremiah weeps over the sins of the people, 
their refusal to repent, and their coming 
judgment at the hands of Babylon (9).  (600 
B.C.)   

• God contrasted with idols of man's creation; 
the Babylonian captivity is again foretold 
(10).  (600 B.C.)  



11-20



• Judah has broken God's covenant; people plot 
to kill Jeremiah, but God warns him (11).  (608 
B.C.)   

• Jeremiah questions God; he wonders why the 
wicked prosper; God explains how sorrowful 
He is over Judah's choices of evil and 
encourages Jeremiah to persevere; He 
promises healing and restoration when the 
people repent after His judgments (12).  (608 
B.C.)  



• Jeremiah is told to take a brand new linen 
sash and to put it around his waist; the 
people see the sash.  After this, he is 
commanded by God to bury it and leave it 
in a hole near the Euphrates.  After many 
days, he is told to go and take back the 
sash which is now ruined.  (13)  (608 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah 13:9-11-9  "Thus says the LORD: 'In this 
manner I will ruin the pride of Judah and the great 
pride of Jerusalem.  10  This evil people, who refuse 
to hear My words, who follow the dictates of their 
hearts, and walk after other gods to serve them and 
worship them, shall be just like this sash which is 
profitable for nothing.  11  For as the sash clings to 
the waist of a man, so I have caused the whole house 
of Israel and the whole house of Judah to cling to 
Me,' says the LORD, 'that they may become My 
people, for renown, for praise, and for glory; but 
they would not hear.'



• Jeremiah prays for the people, yet because of their 
refusal to repent, judgment will come; the people 
continue trusting in false prophets (14).  (602 B.C.)   

• God says that even if Moses and Samuel were 
pleading for the people, it woudl do no good; 
judgment is coming; some will die, and some will 
go into captivity; Jeremiah grieves over the 
persecution he faces; God promises things will 
turn out for good; Jeremiah cries out against the 
people torturing him; God again promises 
deliverance (15).  (601 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah is forbidden to have a family because of the 
horrors that are to come upon the land for its' sin; 
God has taken away peace and joy from the land for 
its' wickedness, yet promises restoration upon 
repentance (16).  (601 B.C.)   

• The sins of Judah are enumerated; the heart of man is 
declared to be deceitful and wicked; Jeremiah prays 
for deliverance from those who are persecuting him; 
God enjoins the people to honor the Sabbath day; 
the promise of "fire" that "shall not be quenched" to 
destroy Jerusalem (cf. Jeremiah 7:20) (17).  (601 B.C.)  



• God (like a Potter with clay) can bring 
about the rise and fall of nations, 
depending on the ir goodness or 
wickedness; He encourages Judah to 
repent, yet they continue to refuse Him; 
Jeremiah continues to be persecuted by 
the people, and prays to God about it 
(18).  (606 B.C.)  



• Through the breaking of a potter's flask, the downfall of 
Judah is again predicted; God identifies the Valley of 
Hinnom/Tophet as the Valley of Slaughter (a Divine 
foreshadowing of Hell's purpose and terror)  (19).  (606 
B.C.)   

• Pashhur the priest and chief governor of the Temple, 
hears of Jeremiah's prophecies; he beats up Jeremiah 
and throws him  prison; Jeremiah prophesies judgments 
against Pashhur; Jeremiah prays to God about his 
suffering and declares God's faithfulness, even though 
he wishes he had never been born (20).  (606 B.C.)    



21-30  



• King Zedekiah requests Jeremiah to prophesy 
about Nebuchadnezzar's campaign against 
Jerusalem; Jeremiah tells him unpleasant news 
(21).  (588 B.C.)   

• Jeremiah exhorts the people to repent: God 
sends a message to the leaders in Judah and 
promises that soon the throne of the kings of 
Jerusalem in Judah would be destroyed (i.e., 
soon Judah's leaders would never rule again) 
(22).  (598 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah 22:13-"Woe to him who builds 
his house by unrighteousness And his 
chambers by injustice, Who uses his 
neighbor's service without wages And 
gives him nothing for his work,



• Jeremiah 22:29-30-29  O earth, earth, 
earth, Hear the word of the LORD!  30  
Thus says the LORD: 'Write this man 
down as childless, A man who shall not 
prosper in his days; For none of his 
descendants shall prosper, Sitting on the 
throne of David, And ruling anymore in 
Judah.' "



• Jeremiah rebukes the spiritual leaders of 
Judah; the Return of the Jews from is 
prophesied, as well as the promised 
Messiah; His Name will be called THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS; He is 
identified as the Branch of the Lord (23).  
(598 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah 23:16-Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you. They 
make you worthless; They speak a vision 
of their own heart, Not from the mouth 
of the LORD.



• Jeremiah 23:21-22-21  "I have not sent 
these prophets, yet they ran. I have not 
spoken to them, yet they prophesied.  22  
But if they had stood in My counsel, And 
had caused My people to hear My words, 
Then they would have turned them from 
their evil way And from the evil of their 
doings.



• Jeremiah 23:25-29-25  "I have heard what the prophets 
have said who prophesy lies in My name, saying, 'I have 
dreamed, I have dreamed!'  26  How long will this be in 
the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed they 
are prophets of the deceit of their own heart,  27  who 
try to make My people forget My name by their dreams 
which everyone tells his neighbor, as their fathers forgot 
My name for Baal.  28  "The prophet who has a dream, let 
him tell a dream; And he who has My word, let him speak 
My word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat?" says 
the LORD.  29  "Is not My word like a fire?" says the 
LORD, "And like a hammer that breaks the rock in 
pieces?



• Jeremiah 23:32-Behold, I am against those 
who prophesy false dreams," says the 
LORD, "and tell them, and cause My 
people to err by their lies and by their 
recklessness. Yet I did not send them or 
command them; therefore they shall not 
profit this people at all," says the LORD.



• The destruction of Jerusalem illustrated through two 
baskets of figs; Jeremiah promises restoration after 
the captivity (24).  (597 B.C.)   

• Jeremiah predicts seventy years of captivity for the 
people of Judah; Jeremiah encourages the captives to 
be faithful to God (25).  (606 B.C.)  

• Jeremiah is arrested by the priests, the prophets, and 
the people; the people remember the preaching of 
Micah; the king orders the death of another Prophet 
named Urijah when he hears him preaching against 
Jerusalem (26).  (609 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah prophesies about the defeat of the 
kings of Judah to Babylon through the imagery 
of bonds and yokes; he encourages them to 
surrender to Babylon and to repent of their 
sins (27).  (597 B.C.)   

• The false prophet Hananiah tells the people 
that king Nebuchadnezzar will bring back all 
the captives taken in 606 within two years; 
Jeremiah prophesies Hananiah's death (28).  
(597 B.C.)  



• By this point, two groups of Jews have 
been taken to Babylon (606 B.C. and 597).  
Jeremiah writes a letter to the captives, 
encouraging the people to be faithful to 
God and to make homes in Babylon until 
the time of restoration (28).  (596 B.C.)  



• Jeremiah 29:7-10-7  And seek the peace of the city 
whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, 
and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace.  8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your 
diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither 
hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.  
9  For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have 
not sent them, saith the LORD.  10  For thus saith the 
LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at 
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word 
toward you, in causing you to return to this place.



• Israel is comforted with the promise of 
restoration one day (30).  (586 B.C.)  



31-40



• The restoration of Israel again promised 
when the people repent; the Messiah will 
come and establish a New Covenant (31).  
(586 B.C.)   

• Jeremiah is told to buy a field; he is 
imprisoned; he prays for help and 
understanding; the captivity is again 
foretold but there will be a return of the 
Jews to their land (32).  (587 B.C.)  



• The promised Messiah will come as 
David's Branch (33).  (587 B.C.) 

• King Zedekiah is warned about the 
judgment that Babylon will bring; the 
Hebrews release their slaves as the Law 
declares and then immediately take them 
into s lavery again; God promises 
judgement for the way they are 
mistreating their brethren (34).  (587 B.C.)  



• The Lord commends the Rechabites for their 
faithfulness, and condemns the faithless Jews (34).  
(606 B.C.)   

• Baruch, Jeremiah's scribe, reads the scroll in the 
temple since Jeremiah is imprisoned; king Jehoiakim 
cuts it in pieces and burns it; Baruch writes a new 
copy of it (35).  (605 B.C.)   

• The Egyptians and Babylonians lay siege to Jerusalem; 
Zedekiah requests Jeremiah to pray for him; Jeremiah 
is again arrested and thrown into prison (36).  (587)  



• Jeremiah is cast into a deep prison filled with mud; 
Ebed-Melech obtains Jeremiah's release from prison; 
Jeremiah encourages the king to surrender to the king 
of Babylon; the king refuses (38).  (587)   

• The city of Jerusalem is defeated; Zedekiah is blinded 
after his sons are put to death in front of him; many of 
the people are taken captive to Babylon; Jeremiah is 
freed; God rewards Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian who 
freed Jeremiah (39).   (586 B.C.) 

• Jeremiah goes to Gedalah, who is in charge of the few 
poor people left in Jerusalem (40).  (586 B.C.)  



41-50



• Ishmael rises up and kills Gedaliah and others; he 
tries to sell many of the Hebrews who are left in 
the land to the Ammonites as slaves; Johanan and 
several other Hebrews kill Ishmael and free 
Jeremiah (41).  (586 B.C.)   

• Johanan requests that Jeremiah pray to God for 
what the people left in the land should do.  Should 
they stay where they are or go as refugees to 
another country like Egypt?  God tells them to 
stay and He will bless them; but if they go to 
Egypt, they will be destroyed (42).  (586 B.C.)  



• The people choose to go to Egypt and they 
kidnap Jeremiah and force him to go; Jeremiah 
uses illustrations to show the people that 
Babylon will conquer Egypt (43).  (586 B.C.)   

• The people of Judah will be punished for their 
wickedness in disobeying God yet futher; the 
destruction of Egypt is again prophesied (44).  
(586 B.C.) 

• God promises assurance to Baruch for his 
faithfulness (45).  (606 B.C.)  



• God promises judgment on the nation of Egypt; the Jews 
who are faithful to God are comforted (46).  (603 B.C.)   

• God will bring judgment on Philistia for their wickedness 
(47).  (610 B.C.)   

• God will bring judgment on Moab for their sins but He 
will one day restore the people when they repent (48).  
(610 B.C.)   

• God will bring judgment on the Amonites, Edom, 
Damascus, and Elam (49).  (610 B.C.)   

• God will punish Babylon for her sins (50).   (575 B.C.)



51-52



• The utter destruction of Babylon is foretold 
in chilling detail; Jeremiah commissions Seriah 
the son of Neriah to read these prophecies 
against Babylon and throw the Book into the 
Euphrates River (51).  (575 B.C.)   

• The Fall of Jerusalem is again reviewed; the 
people that are taken to Babylon; Jehoiachin 
released from prison in Babylon and treated 
him kindly (52).  (586 B.C.)  



SPECIAL STUDIES



ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE 
BOOK OF JEREMIAH



• "I n 1975, a collection of nearly 250 clay seals was 
found about 44 miles southwest of Jerusalem. These 
small lumps of clay were impressed with a seal which 
in ancient times served as an official signature for an 
individual. The clay seals were then attached to 
documents to identify the sender. Amazingly enough, 
among the seals in this collection were the names of 
three Biblical figures who are mentioned in the 36th 
chapter of the book of Jeremiah. The first clay seal is 
impressed with the following inscription: " 
Berekhyahu son of Neriyahu the scribe "



• "This is the seal of Baruch son of Neriah 
who was the scribe to the prophet 
Jeremiah. Baruch's full name must have 
been Berekhyahu. The suffix (yahu) in the 
ancient Hebrew language is a form of 
Yahweh (God). The name Baruch means " 
the blessed .” Berekhyahu means " the 
blessed of Yahweh ." Baruch is mentioned 
in Jeremiah 36:1- 4...



• "A second clay seal has been found that 
was impressed with the name of the 
scribe Elishama. It reads as follows: " 
Elishama’ servant of the king "  



• "The previous passage also mentions 
another scribe, Gemariah the son of 
Shaphan. His clay seal was found in 1978. 
The inscription reads as follows: " 
Gemariah, son of Shaphan "



• "And yet another seal was found inscribed 
with the name of king Jehoiakim's son, 
Jerahmeel . I t reads as fo l lows: ‘ 
Yerahme'el, son of the king .’ He is 
recorded in Jeremiah 36:26."  (John 
Argubright, "Bible Believer’s Archaeology 
Historical Evidence That Proves the:  
Bible" (Volume 1), 1492-1527 (Kindle 
Edition); LaSalle, Illinois. USA)  



HOW DID GOD "KNOW" JEREMIAH 
BEFORE HE HE WAS BORN?



• Jeremiah 1:5-Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you; Before you were born I 
sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to 
the nations."



• "(4) That yda includes a sense of relationship is 
evident, for the verb expresses sexual intimacy 
within the marriage covenant: “Adam lay with 
[lit., knew] his wife Eve, and she became 
pregnant” (Gen. 4:1; cf. also 1 Sam. 1:19). In a 
more general sense of relationship, yda can 
describe friendship (Job 19:13) or even an 
acquaintance (Gen. 29:5). This use of yda to 
denote relationship may also describe the 
proper relationship of partners within a 
covenant.



• "Thus, when yda is found within covenant 
contexts of the OT, it describes covenant 
relationship rather than mere cognitive 
activity."  (William D. Mounce, Mounce’s 
Complete Expository Dictionary of Old 
and New Testament Words, 15424-15432 
(Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
Zondervan)  



HOW IS JESUS THE 
DESCENDANT OF JECONIAH?  



• Jeremiah 22:29-30-29  O earth, earth, 
earth, Hear the word of the LORD!  30  
Thus says the LORD: 'Write this man 
down as childless, A man who shall not 
prosper in his days; For none of his 
descendants shall prosper, Sitting on the 
throne of David, And ruling anymore in 
Judah.' "



• At the point this statement is made by Jeremiah, 
Coniah (i.e., Jeconiah, Jechoniah) already had 
three children (as was well known in Judah in 
Jeremiah's day).   

• The prophecy states two things.  First, Coniah's 
three children are directly referred to (notice the 
repetition of "Earth" three times in the prophecy 
representing the three children).  Second, the 
text itself makes it clear that the prophecy 
applies to a political reign from Jerusalem.  



• Jeremiah 22:30-Thus says the LORD: 
'Write this man down as childless, A man 
who shall not prosper in his days; For 
none of his descendants shall prosper, 
Sitting on the throne of David, And ruling 
anymore in Judah.' "



• However,  there is another significant 
thing to notice here.   

• Jeconiah is told that none of his 
descendants would ever rule God's people 
again: yet Jesus is a descendant of Jeoniah!  



• Matthew 1:11-12-11  Josiah begot Jeconiah 
and his brothers about the time they were 
carried away to Babylon.  12  And after 
they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah 
begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot 
Zerubbabel.



• It is evident from many Scriptures that Jesus is 
reigning right now (Matthew 28:18; Colossians 
1:18-20; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 1:4-5).   

• So, is this a contradiction of the Bible?   

• Not at all!  Indeed, there are two possible 
explanations for this.  First, Jesus was a LEGAL 
descendant of Jeconiah (not a biological one).  
Second, Jesus does not now (nor will He ever) 
reign from the city of Jerusalem.  



• "This is true of His immediate successors. And it 
is even true of his long-range successor, Christ, 
who was not an actual son of Jehoiachin but only 
a legal son through his legal father, Joseph (see 
comments on Matt. 1:17). Jesus, however, was 
the actual son of David through Marv, His actual 
mother (cf . 2 Sam. 7:12ff ; Luke 3:23, 
31)."  (Norman Geisler & Thomas Howe, The 
Big Book Of Bible Difficulties: Clear And Concise 
Answers From Genesis To Revelation, 3340 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)   



• Notice that the passage teaches us that 
none of Jeconiah's descendants would 
reign "in Judah," i.e., from the city of 
Jerusalem.   

• Christ reigns right now, FROM HEAVEN.  
He will NEVER rule from the city of 
Jerusalem; rather, His throne is in Heaven.  



• There are many religious groups which 
teach that Christ will one day set up a 
political kingdom in the city of Jerusalem 
(the alleged future "millennium").   

• However, this passage is very clear that 
such will never happen.  



WHY WAS KING JEHOIACHIN 
RELEASED FROM PRISON?



• Jeremiah 52:31-34-31  Now it came to pass in the thirty-
seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in 
the twelfth month, on the twenty-fifth day of the month, 
that Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the first year of his 
reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah and 
brought him out of prison.  32  And he spoke kindly to 
him and gave him a more prominent seat than those of 
the kings who were with him in Babylon.  33  So 
Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate 
bread regularly before the king all the days of his life.  34  
And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given 
him by the king of Babylon, a portion for each day until 
the day of his death, all the days of his life.



• "The appearance of the name Amel- 
Marduk in tablet BM 34113=sp 213 is 
interesting. Amel- Marduk was the eldest 
son of Nebuchadnezzar and hence the 
Crown Prince. Undoubtedly, he took over 
the kingship – the sharrutam – during his 
father’s inability to rule.



• "He is a fascinating character for other reasons, 
because he was not of his father’s ilk. He was of an 
altogether gentler and more reasonable disposition, 
which did not suit him at all to the wielding of the 
royal power when he finally succeeded to the 
throne. Indeed, it is why he was assassinated just 
two years into his reign. 10 Meanwhile, his 
appearance in history at this time explains a matter 
that had long puzzled historians. I mean the release 
from prison and the subsequent royal treatment of 
the captive king of Judah, Jehoiachin....



• "This decision by Amel- Marduk to release 
the king of Judah was directly opposed to 
his late father’s policies regarding the 
captive kings. It earned him the disdain of 
Babylon ’s historians, and possibly led 
directly to his murder in 560 BC. But 
what, we may ask, had led to this 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y d e p a r t u r e f r o m 
Nebuchadnezzar’s policies?



• "The answer lies in the person whom 
Amel- Marduk engaged as his private 
secretary. The Istanbul Prism tells us that 
this was none other than Ardi- Nabu, or 
as we know him from the Bible, 
Abednego."  (Bill Cooper, The Authenticity 
Of The Book Of Daniel, 819-840 (Kindle 
Edition).  



HELL AND JEREMIAH 



• Throughout Jeremiah, the Lord says that 
the Valley of Gehenna (Tophet) serves as 
an example of Hell.   

• In these examples, we see that Hell is to 
be place of punishment and of purification.  



• Jeremiah 7:31-32-31  And they have built the 
high places of Tophet, which is in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and 
their daughters in the fire; which I 
commanded them not, neither came it into 
my heart.  32  Therefore, behold, the days 
come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more 
be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: for they 
shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place.



• Jeremiah 19:6-Therefore, behold, the days 
come, says the LORD, that this place shall 
no more be called Tophet, nor The valley 
of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of 
slaughter.



• "But even that is not the end. The 
cleansing aspect of God’s fire in the Valley 
of Hinnom ought to be imported into our 
lives and forwarded into our eschatology as 
well. Just as Josiah’s reforms and Babylon’s 
siege were, on one level, a purification of 
the land from egregious sin, Jesus used the 
language of Gehenna as a backdrop to the 
salting by fire that purges sin and prepares 
us for the presence of God (Mark 9:47–49).



• "First, he warned against the path that leads to 
Gehenna. Then he said that the salting by fire 
will happen to everyone in the unspecified 
future, but it is good, and we’re to welcome it 
now internally. What is the ultimate destiny of 
those exiles who experience defeat and 
dispersion? Jeremiah’s final reference to 
Hinnom, embedded in the New Covenant 
kingdom prophecies, now takes a redemptive 
twist, rooted in God’s solidarity with those 
who suffer and finally fulfilled in Christ!...



• "Jer 32:37–40 (NKJV)— Behold, I will gather them 
out of all countries where I have driven them in My 
anger, in My fury, and in great wrath; I will bring 
them back to this place, and I will cause them to 
dwell safely. They shall be My people, and I will be 
their God; then I will give them one heart and one 
way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of 
them and their children after them. And I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from doing them good; but I will put My 
fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from 
Me.....



• "In this same New Covenant context, we find 
another allusion to Gehenna in which the once 
cursed valley is reclaimed and consecrated: Jer 
31:38–40— “The days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “when this city will be rebuilt for me from 
the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. The 
measuring line will stretch from there straight to the 
hill of Gareb and then turn to Goah. The whole 
valley where dead bodies and ashes are thrown , and 
all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley on the east 
as far as the corner of the Horse Gate, will be holy 
to the LORD .



• "The city will never again be uprooted or 
demolished.” The New Covenant promises 
that not only will Jerusalem be rebuilt; 
even the valleys of bodies and ashes 
(Kidron and Gehenna) will be reclaimed 
and sanctified as holy forever!"  (Bradley 
Jersak, Her Gates Will Never Be Shut: Hope, 
Hell, And The New Jerusalem, 1293-1323 
(Kindle Edition); Eugene, Oregon; Wipf 
And Stock Publishers)  


