
JOEL



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP



• The author of Joel is Joel, the son of 
Pethuel (Joel 1:1).   

• Even the critics of the Bible have no 
problem acknowledging the traditional 
authorship of this Book.  



THEME

• Joel was written in about 850 B.C., before the 
deportation of Israel to Assyria (722 B.C.).  
His book describes a Divinely sent plague of 
locusts that was traveling through the land 
and destroying everything in its' path.  He 
encourages the people to repent.  



TIME

• The Book dates to about 830 B.C.   

• There are several reasons for this dating of 
the Book, one of them being the fact that it 
appears in the canon between "Hosea" and 
"Amos," two clearly marked seventh-eighth 
century Books.  



• "The book is early pre-exilic, dating from 
about 830 B.C. (cf. II Kings 12) during the 
reign of young king Joash. This is 
substantiated by several facts: (1) the 
array of Israel’s enemies mentioned in Joel 
fits this period (note the absence of the 
Assyrians and Babylonians who came 
later); (2) many similarities can be seen 
between Joel (3:18) and Amos (9:13), 
which dates from this period;



• "(3) the lack of reference to a king (but to 
ruling elders and priests instead) suggests the 
book was written during the reign of a youthful 
king like Joash (cf. II Kings 11:4). The 
arguments against this date are inconclusive. 
For example, the reference to the Greeks (3:6) 
is not to the major world power of the fourth 
century, but to a remote country involved in 
slave-trading."  (Norman Geisler, A Popular 
Survey Of The Old Testament, 3678-3686 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)



KEYWORD

• The key words of Joel seem to be "day of the 
Lord."  They occur five times, with equivalent 
phrases occurring several others.  



KEY PASSAGE

• Joel 2:32-And it shall come to pass That 
whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall 
be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has 
said, Among the remnant whom the LORD 
calls.



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



ONE



• Joel describes the invading locust "army" 
and tells the people that it is a judgment 
sent from God.   

• He calls upon them to repent of their sins 
and their evil ways.  



• Joel 1:2-4-2  Hear this, you elders, And give 
ear, all you inhabitants of the land! Has 
anything like this happened in your days, Or 
even in the days of your fathers?  3  Tell your 
children about it, Let your children tell their 
chi ldren, And their chi ldren another 
generation.  4  What the chewing locust left, 
the swarming locust has eaten; What the 
swarming locust left, the crawling locust has 
eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the 
consuming locust has eaten.



• Joel 1:13-15-13  Gird yourselves and lament, you 
priests; Wail, you who minister before the altar; 
Come, lie all night in sackcloth, You who minister 
to my God; For the grain offering and the drink 
offering Are withheld from the house of your God.  
14  Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 
Gather the elders And all the inhabitants of the 
land Into the house of the LORD your God, And 
cry out to the LORD.  15  Alas for the day! For 
the day of the LORD is at hand; It shall come as 
destruction from the Almighty.



TWO



• Joel describes in vivid detail the approaching 
"army" of locusts, while calling upon the people 
to repent.   

• At the end of the chapter, he foretells another 
"day of the Lord" which will bring blessing to the 
repentant as well as judgment to the wicked.   

• The prophecy is quoted in Acts 2:16-21 to refer 
to the entire Gospel Age from Pentecost of Acts 
2 to the Second Coming.  



• Joel 2:1-2-1  Blow the trumpet in Zion, And 
sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all 
the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the 
day of the LORD is coming, For it is at hand: 2  
A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of 
clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning 
clouds spread over the mountains. A people 
come, great and strong, The like of whom has 
never been; Nor will there ever be any such 
after them, Even for many successive 
generations.



• Joel 2:11-The LORD gives voice before 
His army, For His camp is very great; For 
strong is the One who executes His word. 
For the day of the LORD is great and very 
terrible; Who can endure it?



• Joel 2:12-17-12  "Now, therefore," says the LORD, 
"Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning."  13  So rend your 
heart, and not your garments; Return to the 
LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He 
relents from doing harm.  14  Who knows if He 
will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind 
Him— A grain offering and a drink offering For 
the LORD your God?  15  Blow the trumpet in 
Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 



• 16  Gather the people, Sanctify the 
congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the 
chi ldren and nurs ing babes; Let the 
bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the 
bride from her dressing room.  17  Let the 
priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep 
between the porch and the altar; Let them say, 
"Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give 
Your heritage to reproach, That the nations 
should rule over them. Why should they say 
among the peoples, 'Where is their God?' "



• Joel 2:28-32-28  "And it shall come to pass 
afterward That I will pour out My Spirit 
on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream 
dreams, Your young men shall see visions.  
29  And also on My menservants and on 
My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit 
in those days. 



• 30  "And I will show wonders in the heavens 
and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of 
smoke.  31  The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, And the moon into blood, Before 
the coming of the great and awesome day of 
the LORD.  32  And it shall come to pass That 
whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall 
be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has 
said, Among the remnant whom the LORD 
calls.



CHAPTER THREE



• The events of chapter three refer back to the 
"afterward" of Joel 2:28, which literally translates 
as in the "last days" (cf. Acts 2:17, where the word 
"afterward" is translated in the Greek Septuagint 
with the phrase "last days").   

• Thus, the events of this chapter describe what will 
take place during the "Christian Age" (the "last 
days" which began on Pentecost of Acts 2), and 
would culminate in "that great and terrible day of 
the Lord" (Joel 2:32), i.e., the Second Coming of 
Christ.  



• The chapter describes how God will bring 
freedom for His people who were captives 
(Joel 3:1), which happens when we are freed 
from the bondage of sin in obeying the 
Gospel (Romans 6:16-18).  It then goes on to 
describe how God will punish the nations 
which have attacked and tried to destroy His 
people (2-17).   

• Especially fascinating is this statement of Joel:



• Joel 3:13-Put in the sickle, for the harvest 
is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress 
is full, The vats overflow— For their 
wickedness is great."



• The Apostle John takes this passage and 
applies it to the Second Coming of Christ 
and the judgment of God upon the nations 
of the Earth.  



• Revelation 14:14-20-14  Then I looked, and 
behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat 
One like the Son of Man, having on His head a 
golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle.  
15  And another angel came out of the temple, 
crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the 
cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the 
time has come for You to reap, for the harvest 
of the earth is ripe."  16  So He who sat on the 
cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the 
earth was reaped. 



• 17  Then another angel came out of the temple which 
is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.  18  And 
another angel came out from the altar, who had power 
over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had 
the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp sickle 
and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her 
grapes are fully ripe."  19  So the angel thrust his sickle 
into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and 
threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.  
20  And the winepress was trampled outside the city, 
and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses' 
bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.



• Joel 3:20-21-20  But Judah shall abide 
forever, And Jerusalem from generation to 
generation.  21  For I will acquit them of 
the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had not 
acquitted; For the LORD dwells in Zion.



SPECIAL STUDIES



WHAT IS 'THE DAY OF THE 
LORD'?  



• Throughout the Bible, the phrase "day of 
the Lord" could have reference to two 
different events:  

• 1).  A limited judgment from God upon a 
particular nation or individual;  

• 2).  The final Day of God's judgment upon 
the world.  



JEREMIAH 46

• Jeremiah 4:10-For this is the day of the Lord 
GOD of hosts, A day of vengeance, That He 
may avenge Himself on His adversaries. The 
sword shall devour; It shall be satiated and 
made drunk with their blood; For the Lord 
GOD of hosts has a sacrifice In the north 
country by the River Euphrates.



• In the context of Jeremiah 46, the Prophet 
is declaring God's judgments against such 
ruler as Pharaoh Necho of Egypt and king 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (see verse 2).   

• The 'day of the Lord' was a warning about 
a judgment that God was going to bring 
upon these rulers and their countries.  



EZEKIEL 30

• Ezekiel 30:1-3-1  The word of the LORD 
came to me again, saying,  2  "Son of man, 
prophesy and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: 
"Wail, 'Woe to the day!'  3  For the day is 
near, Even the day of the LORD is near; It 
will be a day of clouds, the time of the 
Gentiles.



• Notice again that this "day of the Lord" 
will include God working through the evil 
king Nebuchadnezzar to bring His 
judgments against several nations (4-26).   



• Sometimes the Bible takes a local "day of 
God" when He judges a person or nation, 
and then uses that to foreshadow the "day 
of God" at the end of time.   



• "The Joel passage leads us to consider 
another prominent eschatological concept 
of the Old Testament period, that of the 
day of the Lord. Sometimes in the 
prophetical writings the day of the Lord is 
thought of as a day in the near future 
when God will bring swift destruction 
upon Israel’s enemies.



• "Obadiah, for example, predicts the doom 
of Edom as the coming of the day of the 
Lord (w. 15-16). But the day of the Lord 
may also refer to a final, eschatological 
day of judgment and redemption. 
Somet imes —and th i s i s another 
illustration of prophetic perspective—a 
near and a far day of the Lord are seen 
together, in the same vision....



• "Very often in the prophets, however, the 
expression “the day of the Lord” is used 
to picture a final, eschatological day of 
visitation. Sometimes the day of the Lord 
means judgment for Israel. In Amos’s day it 
was common to think that the day of the 
Lord would bring nothing but blessing and 
prosperity for Israel....(quoting Amos 5:18; 
Isaiah 2:12, 17; Zephaniah 1:14-15, M.T.)...



• "It becomes clear from the rest of the 
book that Zephaniah’s day of wrath refers 
both to a day of judgment for Judah in the 
immediate future and to a final , 
eschatological, worldwide catastrophe.12  
The day of the Lord does not bring only 
judgment and d i sas ter, however. 
Sometimes the day is said to bring 
salvation.



• "So, for example, Joel 2:32 promises 
salvation to all who call on the name of 
the Lord before the coming of the day of 
the Lord. And in Malachi 4 not only is 
judgment pronounced upon evildoers in 
connection with the coming of the “great 
and terrible day of the Lord” (v. 5), but 
healing and joy are promised to all who 
fear God’s name (v. 2).



• "We may summarize by noting that the day of the 
Lord predicted by the Old Testament prophets will 
be a day of judgment and wrath for some but of 
blessing and salvation for others. Though the 
concept of the day of the Lord often connotes gloom 
and darkness, there is still another Old Testament 
eschatological concept which has a brighter ring: 
t h a t o f t h e n e w h e a v e n s a n d t h e n e w 
earth."  (Anthony A. Hoekema, The Bible And The 
Future, 9-11 (Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company)  



CALLING ON THE NAME 
OF THE LORD



• Many believe that the phrase "calling on 
the name of the Lord" always had 
reference to "prayer."  However, this is 
not the case.   

• Throughout the Bible, the phrase "calling 
on the name of the Lord" carried lots of 
connotations.  



• "It is instructive to run the references where 'calling on 
the name of the Lord' occurs in Scripture.  Sometimes 
'call upon the Lord' has reference to prayer, as in Acts 
7:59.  Sometimes it has reference to worship, as in 1 
Corinthians 1:2 and 2 Timothy 2:22.  Sometimes it 
speaks of becoming a Christian, as here and in Acts 
2:21.  In Acts 9:14, 21, it seems to be a designation for 
'Christians.'...In Scripture, 'calling upon God' is always a 
habit, not a single act.  Cp. Gen. 4:26; Zech. 13:9; Acts 
2:21; 9:14; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Pet. 1:17."  (Gareth 
Reese, New Testament Epistles: Romans, 487, footnote 
68;  Moberly, Missouri; Scripture Exposition Books)



• There is a passage of Scripture which 
actually provides us with an almost direct 
definition of the meaning of "calling on the 
name of the Lord."   

• It is found in the Book of Zephaniah.  



• Zephaniah 3:9-For then I will restore to 
the peoples a pure language, That they all 
may call on the name of the LORD, To 
serve Him with one accord.



SPECIAL NOTE ON THE 
BOOK OF REVELATION  



• The Book of Revelation is composed of 
seven visions of the Apostle John.   

• Each vision of John describes the entire 
Christian Age from the First Coming of 
Christ to the Second Coming.   

• As such, the Second Coming is pictured in 
seven different ways in the Book of 
Revelation.  



1. Revelation 1:1-3:22 (cf. 1:5, 7; 3:21) 

2. Revelation 4:1-7:17 (cf. 6:16-17; 7:16-17) 

3. Revelation 8:1-11:19 (cf. 11:15, 18) 

4. Revelation 12:1-14:20 (cf. 14:14, 16) 

5. Revelation 15:1-16:21 (cf. 16:20) 

6. Revelation 17:1-19:21 (cf. 19:11 ff) 

7. Revelation 20:1-22:21 (cf. 20:1-3, 11-15; 22:12-17)  



• "A careful reading of the book of 
Revelation has made it clear that the book 
consists of seven sections, and that these 
seven sections run parallel to one another. 
E a c h o f t h e m s p a n s t h e e n t i re 
dispensation from the first to the second 
coming of Christ. This period is viewed 
now from one aspect, now from another. 
[3]  



• "There is another line of reasoning which 
confirms our position that each of the seven 
sections extends from the beginning to the 
end of the new dispensation and that the 
seven run parallel to one another. [4] 
Different sections ascribe the same duration 
to the period described. According to the third 
cycle (chapters 8–11) the main period here 
described is one of forty- two months (11: 2), 
or twelve hundred and sixty days (11: 3).



• "Now, it is a remarkable fact that we find that same 
period of time in the next section (chapters 12–14), 
namely, twelve hundred and sixty days (12: 6), or a time 
and times and half a time (3½ years) (12: 14). The three 
designations— forty- two months, twelve hundred and 
sixty days, time and times and half a time— are exactly 
equivalent. So the section on the trumpets (chapters 8–
11) must run parallel with that which describes the battle 
between Christ and the dragon (chapters 12–14). A 
careful study of chapter 20 will reveal that this chapter 
describes a period which is synchronous with that of 
chapter 12. Therefore by this method of reasoning, 
parallelism is vindicated.



• "Each section gives us a description of the 
entire gospel age, from the first to the 
second coming of Christ, and is rooted in 
Israel’s history under the old dispensation 
to which there are frequent references....



• "Notice, therefore, that the first trumpet 
(8: 7) affects the earth; so does the first 
bowl (16: 2). The second trumpet affects 
the sea; so does the second bowl. The 
third trumpet refers to the rivers; so does 
the third bowl. The fourth, in both cases, 
refers to the sun. The fifth refers to the pit 
of the abyss or to the throne of the beast, 
the sixth to Euphrates, and the seventh to 
the second coming in judgment. [5]



• "Again, notice that the fourth section (chapters 12–14) 
introduces, as the enemies of Christ and His Church, the 
dragon, the two beasts, and the harlot (Babylon). These 
four arise together. It is but natural to infer that they go 
down together. This becomes clear when we realize that 
the meaning of the beasts and the harlot, Babylon, is as 
follows: The beast that comes up out of the sea is Satan’s 
persecution of Christians, embodied in world- 
governments and directed against the bodies of believers. 
In John’s day this was the Roman government. The beast 
that arises out of the earth is Satan’s antichristian religion 
which aimed to deceive the minds and enslave the wills of 
believers.



• "At the time when these visions appeared 
to John, that beast out of the earth was 
incorporated in the pagan religion and 
emperor- worship of Rome. The great 
harlot, Babylon, is Satan’s antichristian 
seduction, which strove to steal the hearts 
and pervert the morals of believers. At 
that time the harlot revealed herself as the 
city of Rome. So, when Satan falls, the 
beasts and the harlot also fall.



• "They rise together; they go down together. The sixth 
section (chapters 17–19) describes the fall of the great 
harlot, Babylon (chapters 17, 18), and of the beasts (19: 
20); while the seventh cycle describes the fall of Satan (20: 
10), and his final defeat in the day of judgment. The one 
final judgment upon these four enemies— the dragon, the 
beast out of the sea, the beast out of the earth, and the 
great harlot— is described in two separate sections. 
Therefore these two must be parallel. Each describes a 
period which extends to the same final conflict, the same 
last judgment when all the enemies of Christ and His 
Church will receive their final and never- ending 
punishment.



• "The evidence to which we now refer is 
somewhat obscured by our English 
versions. The section on the bowls of 
wrath (chapters 15, 16) ends with a 
reference to a battle. (See 16: 14 where 
this conflict is called the battle of the 
great day of God, the Almighty.) The next 
section (chapters 17–19) again ends with a 
battle scene. (See 19: 19.)



• "According to the original this is the same 
battle which was mentioned in 16: 14, for 
we read ‘gathered together to make battle 
against him’. Finally, in the closing section 
(chapters 20–22), we once more read ‘to 
gather them together to battle’. (See 20: 
8.) All three sections, therefore, describe 
events which lead up to the same great 
battle of Jehovah. They are parallel. The 
seven sections are parallel.



• "Our final argument in support of the 
parallelistic position is the fact that we find 
exactly the same thing in the prophecies of 
Daniel, which has been called the 
Apocalypse of the Old Testament. Thus 
the parts of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
(chapter 2) correspond exactly with the 
four beasts of Daniel’s dream (chapter 7). 
[7] The same period of time is covered 
twice, and is seen from various aspects....



• "Our division is as follows: 1. Christ in the 
midst of the seven golden lampstands (1–3). 2. 
The book with seven seals (4–7). 3. The seven 
trumpets of judgment (8–11). 4. The woman 
and the Man- child persecuted by the dragon 
and his helpers (the beast and the harlot) (12–
14). 5. The seven bowls of wrath (15, 16). 6. 
The fall of the great harlot and of the beasts 
(17–19). 7. The judgment upon the dragon 
(Satan) followed by the new heaven and earth, 
new Jerusalem (20–22).



• "We are now ready to formulate the first 
proposition. P ROPOSITION I. The book 
of Revelation consists of seven sections. 
They are parallel and each spans the entire 
new dispensation, from the first to the 
second coming of Christ."  (William 
Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors: An 
Interpretation Of The Book Of Revelation, 
19-21 (Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Baker Books)  


