
JOSHUA



BOOK OVERVIEW  



AUTHOR



• Joshua is the main writer of this 
Book (although it is possible that 
someone later added the last 
chapter to the Book after Joshua 
died).  



• Joshua 24:26-Then Joshua wrote 
these words in the Book of the Law 
of God. And he took a large stone, 
and set it up there under the oak 
that was by the sanctuary of the 
LORD.  (Notes)  



TIME FRAME COVERED  



• The Book of Joshua begins with death of 
Moses (Joshua 1:1) and the time for the 
Hebrews to claim the Promised Land of 
Canaan.  

• The Book ends with the death of Joshua at 
110 years old (Joshua 24:29).  

• The events of the Conquest therefore cover 
a period of about thirty years.

• The Book itself was written around 1380 
B.C.  



KEY FACTS  



• The Book of Joshua has 24 chapters.  

• T h e k e y w o r d s e e m s t o b e 
"possession" (in reference to the 
Hebrews' possession of the land of 
Canaan).  It occurs eleven times in 
Joshua.  

• The key passage of the Book is 
Joshua 1:8-11.  



• Joshua 1:6-9-6      Be strong and of good courage, for to 
this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land 
which I swore to their fathers to give them.  7     Only be 
strong and very courageous, that you may observe to 
do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand 
or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.  
8      This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that 
you may observe to do according to all that is written 
in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success.  9      Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do 
not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God 
is with you wherever you go."



DIVISION OF THE BOOK  



THE DIVISION OF 
JOSHUA  

• Entering The Promised Land (1-5)  

• Conquering The Promised Land (6-12)  

• Dividing The Promised Land (13-22)  

• Keeping The Promised Land (23-24)  



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



1-5



• God promises to be with Joseph; He tells the people 
to prepare to cross the Jordan River (1).  

• Spies sent into the land; Rahab hides them and is 
promised that she will be spared for her obedience 
(2).  

• The Jordan River is dried up and parted like the 
Red Sea was; the Ark of the Covenant is sent first 
and the people follow (3).  

• Twleve stones errected to signify the twelve tribes 
possession of the land (4).  

• The second generation is circumcised (5).  



6: THE FALL OF JERICHO  



• Jericho was a fortress that the Canaanites 
manned and defended.  

• God instrcuted Joshua and the Hebrews to 
march around it once each day for six days.  

• On the seventh day, they were to march 
around Jericho seven times.  After that the 
priests were to blow their trumpets.  

• The Hebrews did this, and the walls of 
Jericho were brought down.  Rahab and her 
family were spared.  



7: THE SIN OF ACHAN  



• The Hebrews were to also take the city of Ai.  

• They were instructed not to take any foreign 
possessions of the Canaanites; but a man named 
Achan did (7:20-21).  As a result of his sin, 36 
Hebrews were killed by the men of Ai (Joshua 7:5).  

• Achan repented and was forgiven (Joshua 7:19), but 
still faced capital punishment for his sins (as did his 
compliant family-Joshua 7:24-26).  

• Ai was defeated by the Hebrews (8).  

• Joshua reconfirms the covenant; the people are 
blessed from Mt. Ebal (Joshua 9:30-35).  



9: THE GIBEONITES  

• One of the Canaanite nations lies to 
Joshua and the Hebrews, claiming to 
be strangers from a distant land who 
had heard about the wonders of God 
(Joshua 9:9-11).  The Hebrews did not 
seek God's counsel (Joshua 9:14).  

• They become slaves to the Hebrews.  



10-11: THE SUN STANDS STILL 
AND FURTHER CONQUESTS  



• The Canaanites are even more 
afraid when they realize the 
Gibeonites are now in subjection to 
Israel.  They forge an alliance 
between themselves to fight off the 
Hebrews (Joshua 10:1-5).  



• Joshua 10:1-5-1     Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king 
of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly 
destroyed it—as he had done to Jericho and its king, so he 
had done to Ai and its king—and how the inhabitants of 
Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them,  2    
that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like 
one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, 
and all its men were mighty.  3     Therefore Adoni-Zedek king 
of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of 
Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and Debir king of Eglon, 
saying,  4      "Come up to me and help me, that we may attack 
Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the 
children of Israel."  5      Therefore the five kings of the 
Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king 
of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, 
gathered together and went up, they and all their armies, and 
camped before Gibeon and made war against it.



• God delivered the Canaanites into 
Joshua's hand, and the Canaanites 
tried to flee under cover of darkness.  

• Joshua prayed to The Lord and the 
sun stood still for another full day.  

• The text goes on to tell us about the 
defeat of the southern land of 
Canaan.  



12: SUMMARY OF THE KINGS 
DEFEATED BY MOSES AND 

JOSHUA  

• This chapter contains a list of kings 
who were overthrown by Moses and by 
Joshua.  

• It is important to realize that this 
again emphasizes the historical nature 
of the Book of Joshua.   



13-22  



• Remaining land to be conquered; land 
deivided east of the Jordan; the land of 
Reuben; the land of Gad; half the tribe of 
Manasseh to the east of the Jordan (13); 

• Caleb inherits Hebron; the cities of Judah 
(14-15); 

• Ephraim and Manasseh (16-17); 

• The land of Benjamin; Simeon's inheritance 
with Judah; Zebulun; Issachar; Asher; 
Naphtali; Dan; Joshua's inheritance (18-19)



• The cities of refuge (20); 

• The cities of the Levites (21); 

• The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh allowed to populate 
the trans-Jordan area (i.e., east of the 
Jordan); an altar of remembrance built 
to remind their generations  of God's 
faithfulness of their common ancestroy 
and heritage with Israel (22).  



23-24



• Joshua delivers his farewell speech 
to Israel as he is about to die; he 
exhorts them to be faithful to God 
and not to allow themselves to be 
influenced by the remant 
Canaanites left in the land.  



PROMINENT PERSONS/
THEMES/EVENTS



"UTTERLY DESTROY" 
THE CANAANITES  



• Much has been made about the Bible's 
commands for the Hebrews to "utterly 
destroy" the Canaanites, including men, 
women, and children.  

• Did God command genocide?  

• NO!!  

• When we start investigating, we see that 
there is MUCH MORE to the Canaanites 
being "utterly destoryed" then appears on 
the service.  



ONE: THE WICKEDNESS 
OF THE CANAANITES  



• The sins of the Canaanites were 
horrible beyond imagining.  

• A list of many of their sins and 
perversions may be found in 
Leviticus 18.  They were well known 
for the murder of children for 
centuries.  (Notes)  



• A list of the sins of the Canaanites 
would include ritual prostitution, 
child molestation, rape, adultery, 
incest, homosexuality, and child 
murder (Leviticus 18:24–25; 20:22–
24; Deuteronomy 9:5; 12:29–31)  

• They often worshipped the idol 
Molech where children were burnt 
alive.  (Notes)   



JOSHUA MAKES IT CLEAR THAT 
"UTTERLY DESTROY" DID NOT 

MEAN "ANNIHILATE"  



• Several passages show that Joshua "utterly 
destroyed" the Canaanites, but they were 
not annihilated (Joshua 10:20; 11:21 with 
15:13; Judges 1:8 with Judges 1:21; Joshua 
10:28-43 with 23:7, 12).  

• Other passages show that "utterly destroy" 
did not mean "annihilate" (1 Samuel 15:7-9 
with 33; 27: 8-9).  

• There are also other textual clues which 
show that "utterly destroy" did not have the 
primary meaning of "annihilate."  (Notes)  



CANNINESS WHO 
REPENTED WERE SPARED 
• Rahab (Joshua 2:11; compare with 

Deuteronomy 4:39; 1 Kings 8:39; 
Hebrews 11:31)

• Caleb (Joshua 14:14; Numbers 32:12; 
Joshua 14:6, 14)

• The Shechemites (Joshua 8:33)  



"UTTERLY DESTROY" = 
"DISPLACE FROM THE LAND"  



• Judah was to be "utterly destroyed" 
but they were displaced from their 
land, not annihilated (Jeremiah 25:9; 
29:10).  

• Several passages equate "utterly 
destroy" with 
"displace" (Deuteronomy 19:1; 
12:24-30).  



RHETORICAL 
LANGUAGE



• Finally, it should be remembered that 
the language of Joshua is actually filled 
with military terminology from that 
day and age which studies indicate 
was quite rhetorical and exaggerated.  

• Several other nations from that 
period used language such as the ones 
in Joshua, and yet clearly did not 
expect people to understand them 
literally.  (Notes)   



JERICHO



• Archaeology has confirmed the 
Book of Joshua in numerous ways, 
e s p e c i a l l y i n r e g a r d t o t h e 
destruction of the city of Jericho.  
(Notes)  

• What is also fascinating is the 
reason for the Hebrews marching 
around the city of Jericho for seven 
days.  (Notes)  



ACHAN



• In the sin of Achan (Joshua 7), we 
read that his whole family was put 
to death.  

• Why would God condemn everyone 
in his family for his sin?  

• There are at least two things to 
consider.  



• First, the Hebrew could simply suggest that 
Achan alone was killed and that his family 
was simply taken to the place where he was 
executed to witness the event and offer 
what support they could (as happens in our 
day and age capital punishment situations).  

• Second, if his family had been put to death 
also, there are clues which suggest they 
have been voluntarily compliant and taken 
part in his sins which lead to the deaths of 
several Hebrews.  (Notes)  



JOSHUA'S LONG DAY



• Skeptics of the Bible often mock the account 
in Joshua that says God extended the day 
long enough for the Hebrews to pursue and 
finish an attacking Canaanite army.  

• However, the facts of secular history only 
serve to further confirm the truthfulness of 
the Bible!  

• The fact is, at least nineteen non-Hebrew 
nations contemporary with Joshua record 
the events of that day!     



• "Not all of our witnesses will speak of a 
Long Day. Some will speak of a long 
night because they lived in a different 
part of the earth to what was once the 
land of Canaan, the site of the miracle. 
Others not so distant, will speak of the 
sun hovering over either the west or 
eastern horizons. Some will speak of a 
delayed sunrise. But we must allow 
them to give their own version of events 
and listen carefully to what they say.  



• "Of paramount importance is that 
we understand the nature of the 
task before us. We are not here to 
examine the different ways in which 
God might have wrought this 
miracle , how He might have 
suspended this or that law of 
physics, or whether it is even 
possible to explain the miracle in 
purely naturalistic terms.d



• "The question we have to answer is 
whether the miracle happened at 
all. The Book of Joshua tells us that 
the sun stood still that day, and that 
the moon also stayed its course. 
Does the Book of Joshua speak true 
when it says this, or does it lie? In 
other words, are we considering 
here an actual historical event, or 
are we not?  



• "It stands to reason that if the miracle of the Long 
Day never happened, then the historical records of 
other nations are not going to testify that it did. 
We will find nothing in those records of that nature. 
The sun and moon are bodies which do not govern 
merely the skies above Israel. They govern the 
entire earth, and if anything happens to disrupt 
their natural cycle, than that disruption will be 
noticed around the earth, and not just in Israel. 
Hence we may expect the records of other nations 
to have noticed such disruption – if it ever occurred. 
They will not have recorded the event in the same 
terms as those expressed in the Book of Joshua..



• "They will have known nothing of Joshua, 
Canaan, the God of Israel, or anything else 
mentioned in that Book. But they will have 
known that something had happened to alter 
either the length of that day, or the length of 
its corresponding night, depending where on 
the earth’s surface they lived. Our task is 
therefore simple. We are merely to see if the 
event occurred at all by considering the 
records of ancient nations around the globe 
which testify to its reality. If they do so testify, 
then is the case proven. The Book of Joshua 
will be seen to have stated the truth...



• "So, here we have the Book of Joshua 
describing a day when, by the power of 
God, the sun stood still and the hours 
of daylight were extended by the space 
of a whole day. Added to this are 
testimonies from no less than nineteen 
wholly diverse witnesses from around 
the world that one particular day was 
unnaturally – or even supernaturally – 
extended by at least the space of a 
whole day.



• "These testimonies are taken from 
lands and cultures ranging from 
Babylonia, across the Americas and the 
Pacific Islands, to Japan and China. Any 
court of law in the world would be 
more than happy to see such an array 
of testimony for any given event, and 
we must remember that we have 
barely scratched the surface in our 
search for such testimony in this short 
chapter.



• "There are doubtless many other accounts 
from nations, peoples and tribes around 
the world that will happily add their own 
voices to the Book of Joshua’s account of 
the Long Day. 16 What this tells the critics, 
I do not know. But I know what it tells me. 
The record of the Long Day which appears 
in the Book of Joshua is an authentic 
account of a truly historical event."  (Bill 
Cooper, The Authenticity Of The Book Of 
Joshua, 862-981 (Kindle Edition))  



LOST BOOKS OF THE 
BIBLE?



• Joshua mentions the book of Jasher, 
which is a Hebrew history book not 
included in the Bible (Joshua 10:13).  

• Are there "lost books of the Bible?"  



• First, there are several books alluded to in the 
Bible which are not in it.  Some examples include: 

• The Book Of The Wars Of Yahweh (Numbers 
21:14)  

• The Book Of Jasher (Joshua 10:12-13)

• The Acts Of Solomon (I Kings 11:41)  

• The Acts Of Samuel The Seer (I Chronicles 29:29)

• The Acts Of Gad The Seer (I Chronicles 29:29) 



• The Acts Of Nathan The Prophet (I Chronicles 29:29)  

• History Of Nathan The Prophet (II Chronicles 9:29)

• Visions Of Iddo The Seer (II Chronicles 9:29

• The Acts Of Jehu Son Of Hannai (II Chronicles 20:34)

• Acts Of The Seers (II Chronicles 33:19)

• Midrash Of The Prophet Iddo (II Chronicles 13:22)

• The Chronicles Of The Kings Of The Medes And 
Persians (Esther 10:2)

• Paul's Letter To The Laodiceans (Colossians 4:16)   



• Second, the alleged "lost books of the Bible" 
were known to the Prophets, but they 
clearly did not consider them to be inspired.  
How do we know this?  Because they did 
not include them in the canon of Scripture!  
If these books were Scripture, then they 
would have been placed in the canon (cf. 
Deuteronomy 31:24-26; Joshua 24:26).  If 
the Book had been inspired, the Prophet 
would have put it into the canon; if not him, 
then the other Prophets would have.  



• Third, the canon of Scripture was  
scrutinized and maintained by the 
Jewish people.  It was closed long 
before the time of Christ.  The "lost 
books of the Bible" were clearly 
understood by them not to be 
inspired of God.  (Notes)  



• Fourth, some of the "lost books" 
are actually Books of the Bible that 
are under different names.  (Notes)  



• Finally, as this list of "lost books" 
proves, just because a book is not 
inspired does not mean it is 
worthless!  

• God clearly expects His people to 
study OUTSIDE the Bible in order 
to better understand what is 
INSIDE the Bible.  



THE LAND PROMISES



• Many people today teach that modern day Israel 
is to have the land of Palestine as an 
unconditional inheritance from God.  

• But the Book of Joshua shows this is not true, in 
two ways.  

• First, Joshua shows that God fulfilled His 
promise to give the Hebrews the land of 
Canaan.  

• Second, Joshua shows us that the perpetual 
keeping of that land was dependent on their 
faithfulness to Him.  



GOD FULFILLED HIS 
PROMISE



• Joshua 21:45-Not a word failed of 
any good thing which the LORD had 
spoken to the house of Israel. All 
came to pass.  



• Joshua 23:14-"Behold, this day I am 
going the way of all the earth. And 
you know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls that not one thing has 
failed of all the good things which 
t h e L O R D y o u r G o d s p o k e 
concerning you. All have come to 
pass for you; not one word of them 
has failed.  



KEEPING THE LAND 
WAS CONDITIONAL  



• Joshua 23:12-13-12      Or else, if indeed you 
do go back, and cling to the remnant of 
these nations—these that remain among 
you—and make marriages with them, and 
go in to them and they to you,  13     know for 
certain that the LORD your God will no 
longer drive out these nations from before 
you. But they shall be snares and traps to 
you, and scourges on your sides and thorns 
in your eyes, until you perish from this good 
land which the LORD your God has given 
you.



• Joshua 23:15-16-15     Therefore it shall come to 
pass, that as all the good things have come 
upon you which the LORD your God promised 
you, so the LORD will bring upon you all 
harmful things, until He has destroyed you 
from this good land which the LORD your God 
has given you.  16      When you have 
transgressed the covenant of the LORD your 
God, which He commanded you, and have gone 
and served other gods, and bowed down to 
them, then the anger of the LORD will burn 
against you, and you shall perish quickly from 
the good land which He has given you."



CHRIST IN JOSHUA

• Christ is mentioned in Joshua in several ways.  

• First, the name Joshua is the Hellnized 
version of "Jesus."  He is the Captain Who 
leads His people to the Promised Land just as 
Joshua did.  

• Second, He is the Commander of the Lord's 
Armies (Joshua 5:11-13).  



CONCLUSION

• Joshua 24:15-And if it seems evil to you 
to serve the LORD, choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were on the other side of 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land you dwell. But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the LORD."



NOTES



AUTHORSHIP



• "The evidence indicates that the basic 
composition of the Book of Joshua was by 
Joshua, the successor of Moses. Perhaps some 
supplementary material was added by those 
who outlived him, such as Eleazar or his son 
Phinehas (Josh. 24:33). Nevertheless, early in 
the book there is the use of the first person 
plural “we” (Josh. 5:1, 6). This clearly indicates 
that Joshua is witnessing and writing of the 
events. Joshua 24:26 records that “Joshua 
wrote these words in the book of the law of 
God.” This passage refers at least to his 
farewell charge, if not to the book as a whole.  



• "The book was probably written before Saul’s 
day, for the Gibeonites were still alive (Josh. 
9:27; cf. II Sam. 21:1-9). The book was 
definitely written before David’s day, since the 
Jebusites still inhabited the city of Jerusalem 
(Josh. 15:63; cf. II Sam. 5:6). The book was 
written before the death of Rahab, since she is 
referred to as one who “dwelt in Israel to this 
day” (Josh. 6:25). The author of the book had 
the genius of a general and provides detailed 
information of Israel’s campaigns (6-12). All 
this evidence points toward Joshua as the basic 
composer of the book that bears his name.



• "There are, however, some indications 
that others made additions to the 
Book of Joshua. The last portion of the 
final chapter (the death of Joshua) was 
apparently written by someone else. 
Just as Joshua proba-bly wrote the last 
chapter of Deuteronomy (about the 
death of Moses), someone who 
outlived Joshua probably wrote the 
passage on Joshua’s death (Josh. 
24:31 ).



• "There are also some allusions to events 
that occurred later in the Book of Judges, 
such as Othniel’s capture of Kirjath-sepher 
(Josh. 15:13-17; cf. Judg. 1:9-13) and Dan’s 
migration to northern Israel (Josh. 19:47; 
cf. Judg. 18:27-29). These later additions 
may have been made by someone like 
Eleazar or Phinehas (cf. 24:33)."  (Norman 
Geisler, A Popular Survey Of The Old 
Testament,1367-1382 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  



THE SINS OF THE 
CANAANITES



• ""Today we speak of the Canaanites and the 
Midianites, but we have virtually no conception of who 
these people were; they are just names to us. 
Consequently, we tend to assume that these were 
fairly decent, peace-loving folk who just happened to 
be the rivals of the Israelites, and so these poor 
nations were arbitrarily and mercilessly slaughtered. 
But in fact, these were barbaric cultures that 
resembled the Aztecs and the Nazis in their thirst for 
blood. Human sacrifice, for example, was widely 
practiced by the Canaanite nations. When this is 
understood, God’s judgment of the Canaanites is 
reasonable. According to the book of Genesis, God had 
allowed the Canaanites hundreds of years to repent of 
their unspeakable evils.



• "Just as the Allies were morally compelled to end the 
wicked horrors of Nazism and Japanese imperialism, so 
God was using the Israelites to stop the evil rampant 
among the Canaanites. Horrors are perpetrated even by 
the “good guys” under such circumstances. The bombing 
of Dresden was a horror, and so was the dropping of the 
atomic bombs. Even so, they were a lesser horror than 
allowing the Axis powers to triumph. By the same token, 
the Israelites undoubtedly committed excesses in dealing 
with their enemies, but it is still good that they triumphed 
over them. Israelite excesses proved to be the lesser evil 
than granting victory to the Canaanite nations."  (Dinesh 
D'Souza, Godforsaken: Bad Things Happen.  Is There A God 
Who Cares?  Yes.  Here's Proof.  216-217 (Kindle Edition); 
Carol Stream, Illinois; Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.)  



• "  Molech was a Canaanite underworld deity 
represented as an upright, bull-headed idol with 
human body in whose belly a fire was stoked and 
in whose arms a child was placed that would be 
burnt to death. It was not just unwanted children 
who were sacrificed. Plutarch reports that during 
the Phoenician (Canaanite) sacrifices, “the whole 
area before the statue was filled with a loud noise 
of flutes and drums so that the cries and wailing 
should not reach the ears of the people.”  (13. 
Clay Jones, “We Don’t Hate Sin So We Don’t 
Understand What Happened to the Canaanites,” 
Philosophia Christi 11, no. 1 (2009): 61.)  



"UTTERLY DESTROY" DID NOT 
PRIMARILY MEAN "ANNIHILATE 

EVERYONE"  



• "What are we to make of the command in 
Deuteronomy 7:1–2 and 20:16 to destroy 
everything that breathes? First, we need to 
remember that other ancient Near Eastern 
nations practiced hērem. “Texts from other 
nations at the time show that such total 
destruction in war was practiced, or at any rate 
proudly claimed, elsewhere. But we must also 
recognize that the language of warfare had a 
conventional rhetoric that liked to make 
absolute and universal claims about total 
victory and completely wiping out the enemy … 
which often exceeded reality on the ground.”22



• "Accordingly, this ancient Near Eastern rhetorical 
generalization allows for exaggerated language and 
“enables us to allow for the fact that descriptions of 
destruction of ‘everything that lives and breathes’ were not 
intended literally.”23 Observe this passage: When the Lord 
your God has delivered them over to you and you have 
defeated them, then you must destroy them totally. Make 
no treaty with them, and show them no mercy. Do not 
intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters to their 
sons or take their daughters for your sons, for they will 
turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, 
and the Lord’s anger will burn against you and will quickly 
destroy you. This is what you are to do to them: Break 
down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down 
their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire.24



• "Notice the tension. This passage speaks of total 
destruction and showing no mercy, but then 
proceeds to instruct the Israelites regarding 
treaties and intermarriage. But if no Canaanites 
are going to be around anymore, then why even 
bother including this? Or think of Rahab the 
Canaanite. If strict obedience meant showing no 
mercy to anyone or anything, then why is the first 
Canaanite person we encounter allowed to convert 
to Yahweh,25 spared from destruction, and shown 
mercy? It is no accident that her story shows up at 
the beginning of the conquest narrative in Joshua. 
Or notice this summary passage in Joshua 10:



• "Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill 
country and the Negev and the lowland and 
the slopes and all their kings. He left no 
survivor, but he utterly destroyed all who 
breathed, just as the LORD, the God of 
Israel, had commanded. Joshua struck them 
from Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, 
and all the country of Goshen even as far as 
Gibeon. Joshua captured all these kings and 
their lands at one time, because the LORD, 
the God of Israel, fought for Israel.26



• "As we saw above, the “all” in this 
passage can’t mean everyone because 
we know at least Rahab and her 
family survived. Wright observes, 
“the key military centres—the small 
fortified cities of the petty Canaanite 
kingdoms—were wiped out. But 
clearly not all the people, or anything 
like all the people, had in actual fact 
been destroyed by Joshua.”27



• "The conquest narratives are filled with tensions like 
this.28 This rhetorical generalization is even applied to 
the people of Israel if they forsook Yahweh.29 
Furthermore, Old Testament scholar Gordon Wenham 
points out that even in the context of legitimate 
judgment for the Canaanites’ wickedness, “it is evident 
that destruction of Canaanite religion is much more 
important than destroying the people.”30 This 
observation helps us transition to putting the issue of 
the Canaanites in its ultimate biblical context."  (Sean 
McDowell and Jonathan Morrow, Is God Just A Human 
Invention?  And Seventeen Other Questions Raised By The 
New Atheists, 3382-3414 (Kindle Edition); Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Kregel Digital Editions) 



THE RHETORICAL LANGUAGE 
OF "UTTERLY DESTROY"



• "Most Christians read Joshua’s conquest 
stories with the backdrop of Sunday school 
lessons via flannel graph or children’s 
illustrated Bible stories. The impression 
that’s left is a black-and-white rendition of 
a literal crush, kill, and destroy mission. A 
closer look at the biblical text reveals a lot 
more nuance—and a lot less bloodshed. In 
short, the conquest of Canaan was far less 
widespread and harsh than many people 
assume.



• " L i k e h i s a n c i e n t N e a r E a s t e r n 
contemporaries, Joshua used the language 
of conventional warfare rhetoric. This 
language sounds l ike bragg ing and 
exaggeration to our ears. Notice first the 
sweeping language in Joshua 10:40: “Thus 
Joshua struck all the land, the hill country 
and the Negev and the lowland and the 
slopes and all their kings. He left no 
survivor, but he utterly destroyed all who 
breathed, just as the Lord, the God of 
Israel, had commanded.”  



• "Joshua used the rhetorical bravado 
language of his day, asserting that all 
the land was captured, all the kings 
defeated, and all the Canaanites 
destroyed (cf. 10:40–42; 11:16–23: 
“Joshua took the whole land . . . and 
gave . . . it for an inheritance to 
Israel”). Yet, as we will see, Joshua 
himself acknowledged that this 
wasn’t literally so.  



• "Some might accuse Joshua of being 
misleading or of getting it wrong. Not at 
all. He was speaking the language that 
e v e r y o n e i n h i s d a y w o u l d h a v e 
understood. Rather than trying to deceive, 
Joshua was just saying he had fairly well 
trounced the enemy. On the one hand, 
Joshua says, “There were no Anakim left 
in the land” (Josh. 11:22); indeed, they 
were “utterly destroyed [haram]” in the 
hill country (11:21). Literally?



• "Not according to the very same Joshua! In fact, 
Caleb later asked permission to drive out the 
Anakites from the hill country (14:12–15; cf. 
15:13–19). Again, Joshua wasn’t being deceptive. 
Given the use of ancient Near Eastern 
hyperbole, he could say without contradiction 
that nations “remain among you”; he went on 
to warn Israel not to mention, swear by, serve, 
or bow down to their gods (Josh. 23:7, 12–13; cf. 
15:63; 16:10; 17:13; Judg. 2:10–13). Again, 
though the land “had rest from war” (Josh. 
11:23), chapters 13 and beyond tell us that 
much territory remained unpossessed (13:1).  



• "Tribe upon tribe failed to drive out 
the Canaanites (13:13; 15:63; 16:10; 
17:12–13, 18), and Joshua tells seven 
of the tribes, “How long will you put 
off entering to take possession of 
the land which the Lord, the God of 
y o u r f a t h e r s , h a s g i v e n 
you?” (18:3)....



• "Just as we might say that a sports team “blew 
their opponents away” or “slaughtered” or 
“annihilated” them, the author (editor) 
likewise followed the rhetoric of his day. 
Joshua’s conventional warfare rhetoric was 
common in many other ancient Near Eastern 
military accounts in the second and first 
millennia BC. The language is typically 
exaggerated and full of bravado, depicting 
total devastation. The knowing ancient Near 
Eastern reader recognized this as hyperbole; 
the accounts weren’t understood to be literally 
true.4



• "This language, Egyptologist Kenneth Kitchen 
observes, has misled many Old Testament 
scholars in their assessments of the book of 
Joshua; some have concluded that the 
language of wholesale slaughter and total 
occupation—which didn’t (from all other 
indications) actually take place—proves that 
these accounts are falsehoods. But ancient 
Near Eastern accounts readily used “utterly/
completely destroy” and other obliteration 
language even when the event didn’t literally 
happen that way. Here’s a sampling:5  



• "Egypt’s Tuthmosis III (later fifteenth 
century) boasted that “the numerous 
army of Mitanni was overthrown within 
the hour, annihilated totally, like those 
(now) not existent.” In fact, Mitanni’s 
forces lived on to fight in the fifteenth 
and fourteenth centuries BC. • Hittite 
king Mursilli II (who ruled from 1322–1295 
BC) recorded making “Mt. Asharpaya 
empty (of humanity)” and the “mountains 
of Tarikarimu empty (of humanity).” •



• "The “Bulletin” of Ramses II tells of 
Egypt’s less-than-spectacular victories in 
Syria (around 1274 BC). Nevertheless, he 
announces that he slew “the entire force” 
of the Hittites, indeed “all the chiefs of all 
the countries,” disregarding the “millions 
of foreigners,” which he considered 
“chaff.” • In the Merneptah Stele (ca. 1230 
BC), Rameses II ’s son Merneptah 
announced, “Israel is wasted, his seed is 
not,” another premature declaration. •



• "Moab’s king Mesha (840/830 BC) bragged 
that the Northern Kingdom of “Israel has 
utterly perished for always,” which was over 
a century premature. The Assyrians 
devastated Israel in 722 BC. • The Assyrian 
ruler Sennacherib (701–681 BC) used similar 
hyperbole: “The soldiers of Hirimme, 
dangerous enemies, I cut down with the 
sword; and not one escaped.”  (Paul Copan, 
Is God A Moral Monster?  Making Sense Of The 
Old Testament God,170-172 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  



ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
JERICHO



• "Archaeologists working in Canaan have 
uncovered: The remains of a city at Jericho 
with high fortification walls that fell down, 
Evidence that the city was intentionally 
burned after the collapse, Storage jars 
filled with charred grain, evidence of a 
short siege in springtime, A section of 
houses within the wal l at Jer icho 
surprisingly preserved, fitting the story of 
Rahab, The remains of major destruction 
and fire at Hazor from the same period,



• "A tablet from Hazor containing the name 
Jabin, the king mentioned in the Bible, A 
pattern of cities mentioned in the biblical 
Conquest account that show archaeological 
evidence of high walls and destructions at the 
same time as Jericho and Hazor (near the end 
of the Middle Bronze Age), A Middle Bronze 
fortress temple at Shechem that matches the 
Bible’s mention of the temple where Joshua 
and the Israelites renewed the Covenant, 
Smaller, older shrines at Shechem that fit the 
idea of outdoor worship previously practiced 
by Abraham and Jacob at the site,



• "An ancient shrine said to be the 
tomb of Joseph, lying only 200 yards 
from the temple, And a standing 
stone at Shechem that matches the 
story of Joshua setting up a large 
stone as a witness to the renewal of 
the Covenant."  (Timothy Mahoney, 
Patterns Of Evidence: Exodus, 
4319-4329 (Kindle Edition); St. Louis 
Park, MN: Thinking Man Media)



MARCHING AROUND 
JERICHO



• "Even Israel’s sevenfold march around 
Jericho exhibited a formal opportunity for 
its king, soldiers, and priests to relent. 
The Hebrew word naqap (“circle, march 
around” in Josh. 6:3) involves various 
ceremonial aspects, including rams’ horns, 
sacred procession, and shouting (cf. 2 
Sam. 6:15–16). The word is found in Psalm 
48: “Walk about Zion and go around her; 
count her towers; consider her ramparts” 
(vv. 12–13; also 2 Kings 6:14).



• "The word suggests the idea of conducting an 
inspection. In the case of Jericho, the 
inspection was conducted to see if the city 
would open its gates. The city, however, 
refused to do so.25 Each time the Israelites 
circled the city meant an opportunity for 
Jericho to evade the ban; sadly, each 
opportunity was met with Jericho’s refusal to 
relent and acknowledge Yahweh’s rule."  (Paul 
Copan, Is God A Moral Monster?  Making Sense 
Of The Old Testament God, 178 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  



THE PUNISHMENT OF 
ACHAN AND HIS FAMILY (?)



• "Some have argued that Achan's children 
were not given capital punishment with 
him, but merely brought along so that the 
event could be an example to them. In 
favor of this, several things are offered. 
First, it is noted that nowhere does the 
text say anyone beside Achan committed 
the crime. God speaks of the guilty as "he 
who is taken with the accursed thing" (v. 
15). Also, Achan confesses alone: "I have 
sinned" (v. 20) and "I coveted" (v. 21).



• "Second, the text declares that 
"Israel stoned him" (v. 25). The 
reference to "burning them" (v. 25) 
alludes to the silver, gold, and 
garment he had taken (see vv. 21 and 
24). Third, stoning Achan's family for 
his crime would he a clear violation of 
the OT law which says emphatically 
that "the son shall not bear the guilt 
of the father" (Ezek. 18:20).  



• "The most serious problem with 
this position is that verse 25 says, 
"they burned them with fire after 
they had stoned them with stones." 
Stoning an inanimate object does 
not seem to make good sense. 
Rather, it seems to be a reference 
to Achan and his family.  



• "Another view acknowledges that 
Achan's family was stoned with him, 
but argues that they were complicit 
with his crime, so they were being 
punished for their own sins, not his. 
This position notes the following: First, 
it is argued that it is unlikely that 
Achan could have accomplished this 
deed and hidden the stolen material in 
the family tent without out their 
knowing something about it.



• "Second, the guilt of the family is implied 
in their very punishment. Since it was 
forbidden to punish someone for 
another's sin, the family must have 
sinned with him or else they would not 
have been punished with him."  (Norman 
Geisler & Thomas Howe, The Big Book 
Of Bible Difficulties: Clear And Concise 
Answers From Genesis To Revelation,
1742-1752 (Kindle Edition); Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)



THE CLOSE OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT CANON  



 "The canon was substantially fixed long before Jamnia, and 
discussions there did not admit certain books into the canon 
but allowed these books to remain. 2 Additional evidence on 
the Old Testament canon comes from Josephus, a well- known 
Jewish historian of the first century....We can draw several 
conclusions from Josephus. 1. The number of books looked 
upon as having divine authority is carefully limited to twenty- 
two. By joining Ruth to Judges and Lamentations to Jeremiah, 
and remembering that the Jews enumerated their books 
differently, the twenty- two books mentioned by Josephus are 
the same as the thirty- nine books in our Bible today. 2. The 
division of the books is according to a three- part pattern. 
Although individual books are included in different categories, 
they form a threefold grouping similar to the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Writings. 3. The time covered in these 
books is expressly limited. Josephus believed that the canon 
extended from Moses to Artaxerxes (464- 424 B.C.).



• "This corresponds with the Jewish belief that 
prophetic inspiration ceased with Malachi, who 
apparently was a contemporary of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. 4 This was the per iod of 
Artaxerxes. Others indeed wrote later, but 
their writings are not on a par with the earlier 
writings. In other words, according to 
Josephus, the canon is closed. 4. The text of 
these books is sacred. No one has dared to 
cancel or alter it, since to every Jew these 
writings are “decrees of God.”  (Neil Lightfoot, 
How We Got The Bible, 154-156 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  



ON THE "LOST BOOKS" 
AND DIFFERENT NAMES



 "The only citation to these works is found in 1 Chronicles 
29:29. This probably refers to 1 and 2 Samuel, which Talmudic 
tradition says was written by Samuel until his death (see 1 
Samuel 25:1), and was finished by Gad the seer and Nathan 
the prophet (Rodkinson, 1918, V:45-46). With this explanation, 
it stands to reason that Ezra was referring to one work 
(Samuel) by its composite authors—Samuel, Gad, and Nathan. 
So these three “lost books” probably cite a single, currently 
existing work, known to us as 1 and 2 Samuel."  (Apologetics 
Press Staff, http://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?
category=13&article=66)  

http://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=13&article=66

