
JUDGES



JUDGES



• Jewish tradition indicates that 
Samuel was the author of the Book 
of Judges.

• Furthermore, there are many 
textual clues which lead us to this 
conclusion.  



• First, Judges was written after the death of Joshua 
and the elders who were contemporary with him 
(Judges 2:7).  

• Second, the events of Judges were referred to as 
the "days that were passed," and at a time when 
Israel had no king (Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25).  

• Third, the Book was written during a time when 
there is no indication of division between Israel and 
Judah, indicating it was written sometime during 
the time of king Saul (Judges 17:6; 18:1).  

• Finally, the Book's moral overtones indicates it was 
written by a Prophet (Judges 3:7; 4:1).  



BOOK OVERVIEW



KEY FACTS



• Judges was wr itten between 
1086-1035 B.C.  

• It has 21 Chapters.  

• The keyword of the Book is 
"judged," which occurs 11 times and 
refers to the "judges" of God.  



WHAT WAS A "JUDGE?"  



• The word that we translate as "judge" 
carried with it in Hebrew the idea of a 
deliverer.  It also carried the idea of a 
leader appointed by God.  (Notes)  

• As such, there are three elements of the 
"judges" in this Book: 1)  The judge was 
raised up by the authority and inspiration 
of God.  2)  The judge was a deliverer of 
the people.  3)  The judge was a leader 
who brought the people back to God.  



• Judges 2:16-17-16      Nevertheless, the 
LORD raised up judges who delivered 
them out of the hand of those who 
plundered them.  17      Yet they would 
not listen to their judges, but they 
played the harlot with other gods, and 
bowed down to them. They turned 
quickly from the way in which their 
fathers walked, in obeying the 
commandments of the LORD; they did 
not do so.



KEY VERSE



• Judges 17:6-6      In those days there 
was no king in Israel; everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes.

• Judges 21:25-In those days there 
was no king in Israel; everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes.  



THEME

• Judges teaches us historically about the 
relationship of God and the Hebrews.  

• Judges teaches us doctrinally about the 
consequences of forgetting and rejecting God.  

• Judges teaches us Christologically about the 
coming Deliverer Who would save rebellious 
man from sin.  



THE CYCLE AND THE 
JUDGES  

• Judges has a repeating cycle that 
occurs seven times and discusses 
thirteen Judges.  

• At the death of each Judge, the cycle 
starts over again.  



1. The People Do Evil (2:11; 3:7, 12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1)

2. Hebrews Enslaved (2:14; 6:1; 13:1)  

3. The Hebrews Repent And Seek God (3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:6; 
10:10)

4. The Lord raises a Judge (2:16-19; 3:9, 15)

5. Oppressing Nation Overcome And Subject To Israel 
(3:30; 4:23; 8:28)  

6. The Land Is At Peace For So Many Years (3:11, 30; 
5:31; 8:28)  

7. The Judge dies (2:19; 3:11; 4:1; 8:28; 12:7)  



DIVISION OF THE BOOK

• The Setting Of The Judges (1-3:6)  

• The Stories Of The Judges (3:7- 16)  

• The Summation Of The Judges (17-21)  



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



THE SETTING OF THE 
JUDGES (1-3)  



• Death of Joshua; some Canaanites left in the 
land.  Some of the Canaanites who had been 
displaced had come back to the land and the 
Hebrews allowed this; some had remained 
even in Joshua's day (1).  

• The new generation rebel against God; an 
angel is sent to rebuke them; judges are 
introduced (2).  

• The nations that are left are identified; the 
Hebrews give their sons and daughters in 
marriage to them (3:1-6).  



• Judges 2:13-19-13      They forsook the LORD and 
served Baal and the Ashtoreths.  And the anger 
of the LORD was hot against Israel. So He 
delivered them into the hands of plunderers 
who despoiled them; and He sold them into the 
hands of their enemies all around, so that they 
could no longer stand before their enemies.  
Wherever they went out, the hand of the LORD 
was against them for calamity, as the LORD had 
said, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And 
they were greatly distressed.  Nevertheless, the 
LORD raised up judges who delivered them out 
of the hand of those who plundered them. 



• Yet they would not listen to their judges, but they 
played the harlot with other gods, and bowed down to 
them. They turned quickly from the way in which their 
fathers walked, in obeying the commandments of the 
LORD; they did not do so.  And when the LORD raised 
up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge and 
delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge; for the LORD was moved to pity by 
their groaning because of those who oppressed them 
and harassed them.  And it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead, that they reverted and behaved more 
corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, 
to serve them and bow down to them. They did not 
cease from their own doings nor from their stubborn 
way.



THE STORIES OF THE 
JUDGES (3:7-16)



OTHNIEL (3:7-11)

• Younger brother of Caleb (3:9).  

• Delivered the Hebrews from Cushan-
Rishathaim.  

• The people had peace for forty years.  



EHUD (3:12-30)

• Killed Eglon, the king of the Moabites, 
and defeated the Moabites.  

• The people had rest for eighty years.  
(Notes)  



SHAMGAR (3:31)

• Killed six hundred of the Philistines 
with an ox goad.  



DEBORAH (4-5)  

• Helps Barak to deliver Israel from Jabin 
and Sisera.

• She is also identified as a prophetess (4:4).  

• His armies were defeated; Sisera was 
eventually killed by Jael (4:18).  

• The Hebrews were at peace for forty years.    



GIDEON (6-8)  

• Leads 300 men to victory against about 
135, 000 Midianites.  

• He is especially known for his doubt 
(6:12-13).  

• He brought peace to Israel for forty 
years (8:28).  



• Judges 9 tells of Abimelech.  

• This man tried to convince the 
Shechemites to make him a king.  He 
then slaughtered his family (9:1-6).  

• Later, God brought him down 
through a courageous unidentified 
woman and his own sword-bearer 
(9:53-54).



TOLAH (10:1-2)

• Judged Israel for 23 years.  



JAIR (10:3-5)  

• Judged for 22 years.  

• Had 30 sons.  

• They had 30 towns between them.  



JEPHTHAH (11:1-12:7)  
• The son of a prostitute (11:1).  

• Defeated the Ammonites.  

• Judged Israel for six years.  

• Made a rash vow to offer the first thing that 
came out of his house as a "burnt offering."  

• It was his daughter!!  (See later discussion).   



IBZAN (12:8-10)  

• From Bethlehem.  

• Had thirty sons and daughters.  

• Judged Israel for seven years.  



ELON (12:11-12)  

• Judged Israel for ten years.  



ABDON (12:13-15)  

• Had forty sons and thirty grandsons.  

• They rode on seventy donkeys.  

• Judges Israel for eight years.  



SAMSON (JUDGES 13-16)  
• Birth foretold by an angel.  

• His parents were told that he had to be a 
Nazirite (no cutting of the hair, no wine OR 
strong drink).  

• Was blessed with great strength through his 
hair.  His wife, Delilah, betrayed him and he lost 
his power.  His enemies blinded him.  But he 
killed many of them in a last act of vengeance.  



THE SUMMATION 
(17-21)



• The last section of the Book shows the continuing 
evil and wickedness of the Hebrews.  

• The idolatry of Micah and how he hires a Levite 
priest for worship of false gods (17).  

• The tribe of Dan follows Micah and turns to false 
gods (18).  

• The homosexual men who want to rape the son-in-
law of a Levite are instead encouraged to rape his 
wife all night; later the Levite chops up her body 
and divides it into twelve pieces to send to all the 
tribes of Israel to incite civil war and attempt to 
destroy the tribe of Benjamin.  (19)  



• Judges 20:4-7-4      So the Levite, the husband of the 
woman who was murdered, answered and said, "My 
concubine and I went into Gibeah, which belongs to 
Benjamin, to spend the night.  5      And the men of 
Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house 
at night because of me. They intended to kill me, 
but instead they ravished my concubine so that she 
died.  6      So I took hold of my concubine, cut her in 
pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of 
the inheritance of Israel, because they committed 
lewdness and outrage in Israel.  7      Look! All of you 
are children of Israel; give your advice and counsel 
here and now!"



• The tribe of Benjamin refuses to turn 
over the ones who had raped this 
woman; therefore a civil war ensues 
in Israel against the Benjaminites; 
they are defeated and most of the 
people of Benjamin are slain (20).  

• The people of Israel provide wives 
for the few people of Benjamin still 
living (21).  



PROMIENT PERSONS/
EVENTS/THEMES



THE DANGER OF 
FORGETTING GOD



• Deuteronomy 8:11-18-11     "Beware that you do not forget the LORD 
your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and 
His statutes which I command you today,  12      lest—when you have 
eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them;  
13      and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver 
and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied;  14    
when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;  15 
     who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which 
were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was 
no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock;  16     who 
fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not 
know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do 
you good in the end—  17     then you say in your heart, 'My power and 
the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.'  18      "And you 
shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you 
power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.



DANGER OF BAD 
COMPANIONSHIPS



• 1 Corinthians 15:33-Do not be 
deceived: "Evil company corrupts 
good habits."  

• Proverbs 13:20-He who walks with 
wise men will be wise; but the 
c o m p a n i o n o f f o o l s w i l l b e 
destroyed.  



JEPHTHAH'S RASH VOW: 
DID HE KILL HIS DAUGHTER?



• Judges 11:30-31-30      And Jephthah 
made a vow to the LORD, and said, 
"If You will indeed deliver the 
people of Ammon into my hands,  
31      then it will be that whatever 
comes out of the doors of my house 
to meet me, when I return in peace 
from the people of Ammon, shall 
surely be the LORD's, and I will 
offer it up as a burnt offering."



• "However, for several reasons, it is 
not necessary to assume that 
Jephthah thah ever offered a human 
sacrifice. First, Jephthah was aware 
of the law against human sacrifice, 
and if he had intended to offer a 
human sacrifice, fice, he would have 
known this would have been a 
blatant rejection of God's law.



• "Secondly, the text does not actually say he 
killed his daughter in a sacrificial offering. This 
is simply inferred by some from the fact that 
he promised that whatever came out of his 
house first "shall surely be the Lord's, and I 
will offer it up as a burnt offering" (11:31). As 
Paul indicated, human beings are to be offered 
to God "as a living sacrifice" (Rom. 12:1), not 
as dead ones. Jephthah could have offered his 
daughter to the Lord as a living sacrifice. For 
the remainder of her life, she would serve the 
Lord in the temple and remain a virgin.  



• "Third, a living sacrifice of perpetual 
virginity was a tremendous sacrifice in 
the Jewish context of that day. As a 
perpetual virgin dedicated to the 
service of the Lord, she would not be 
able to bring up children to continue 
her father's lineage. Jephthah acted as 
a man of honor and great faith in the 
Lord by not going back on the vow 
that he had made to the Lord his God.



• "Fourth, this view is supported by 
the fact that when Jephthah's 
daughter went out to weep for two 
months, she did not go out to 
mourn her impending death. 
Rather, she went out "and bewailed 
her virginity" (v. 38).



• "Finally, if she was facing death at the end of the 
two month period, it would have been very simple 
for her to marry some young man and live with 
him for the two months prior to her death. There 
was no reason for Jephthah's daughter to mourn 
her virginity unless she was facing a life of 
perpetual virginity. Being the only child of 
Jephthah, his daughter was not mourning her 
v i r g i n i t y b e c a u s e o f a n y i l l i c i t s e x u a l 
desire."  (Norman Geisler & Thomas Howe, The Big 
Book Of Bible Difficulties: Clear And Concise Answers 
From Genesis To Revelation,1875-1885 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books) 



SOME ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
EVIDENCES OF JUDGES



• "So, how do we now view the Book of 
Judges? The evidence that we have examined 
here is only a small portion of what is 
available, yet already we are led to conclude 
by it that the Book of Judges is no forgery. It 
is not mere propaganda either. It is rather an 
historical record that is so precise and exact 
that it can be tested even on the microscopic 
level and still be found to be faithful to the 
historical record – utterly faithful. That is 
certainly not a property that belongs to any 
humanly- devised document, forgery or no.  



• "What goes for the Book of Judges, goes 
also for any other Book of the Bible. I have 
been critically investigating the Books of 
the Bible for nigh fifty years now, and I 
never cease to be astonished at their 
accuracy. Even their unlikeliest statements 
turn out to be unnervingly accurate when 
they are investigated in any depth. 
Witness the account of Ehud bolting that 
door on the inside from the outside as he 
left the room (see Chapter Three above).



• "More than one critic has suggested that we 
should butcher the Hebrew text in order to 
read that Ehud really made his escape by 
sliding down the royal privy, so impossible and 
unlikely did the account appear of him being 
able to bolt and lock that door from the 
outside. This argument is repeated even by 
some of our conservative scholars. And yet, 
when the evidence is examined in any depth, 
we find that the Hebrew text requires no 
alteration at all. What it speaks, it speaks truly 
to the confounding of a l l i ts cr it ics , 
conservative or liberal.  



• "And what of Cushan Rishathaim, the king 
who never existed according to the critics, 
assuring us over many years that he is not 
to be found in any records anywhere of any 
time or kingdom? What are we to make of 
their claim? Just by looking at the records 
we were easily able to identify him with 
the Assyrian king, Eriba- Adad I, who ruled 
from 1392- 1366 BC. Here was the double- 
demon- worshipping, twice- wicked, king 
that the Book of Judges tells us about....



• "In short, the critics’ claim that our 
Cushan Rishathaim was a fictional 
character, just doesn’t hold up. 
What does hold up, thanks to the 
archaeological record in this case, is 
the Book of Judges’ claim to belong 
to, and be part of, the inerrant 
Word of God."  (Bill Cooper, The 
Authenticity Of The Book Of Judges,
1251-1273 (Kindle Edition))  



CANAANITE 
DISPLACEMENT

• The Book of Judges reminds us that 
the Canaanites had been largely 
displaced from the land of Canaan.  

• Several archaeological evidences show 
that some of these Canaanites ended 
up in America.  



BAT CREEK 
INSCRIPTION  





• Bat Creek Inscription Image Copied 
From: https://www.google.com/?
gws_rd=ssl#q=Image+of+Batcreek
+Inscription&imgrc=jPJTv95rDg4O
KM%3A 

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=Image+of+Batcreek+Inscription&imgrc=jPJTv95rDg4OKM%3A


• This stone was found in Bat Creek, 
TN.  

• It was in the ancient burial mound of 
ancient American Indians.  

• The inscription is in Hebrew and 
reads, "For the Judahites."  

• Investigations place the stone to 
around the first century A.D.  (Notes)   



THE PARAIBA 
INSCRIPTION  





• Paraiba Inscription Image Copied 
From: 

• https://www.google.com/?
gws_rd=ssl#q=image+of+the
+paraiba
+inscription&imgrc=UsoHFQY8SrY
YVM%3A

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=image+of+the+paraiba+inscription&imgrc=UsoHFQY8SrYYVM%3A


• "“We are Sidonian Canaanites from 
the city of the Mercantile King. We 
were cast up on this distant shore, a 
land of mountains. We sacrificed a 
youth to the celestial gods and 
goddesses in the nineteenth year of 
our mighty K ing H i ram and 
embarked from Ezion- Geber into 
the Red Sea.(



• "We voyaged with ten ships and were at sea 
together for two years around Africa [Ham]. 
Then we were separated by the hand of Baal 
and were no longer with our companions. So we 
have come here, twelve men and three women, 
into New Shore. Am I, the Admiral, a man who 
would flee? Nay! May the celestial gods and 
goddesses favour us well!”"  (Gordon, Cyrus H. 
‘The Authenticity of the Phoenician Text from 
Parahyba.’ Orientalia . Nova Series. Vol. 37. No. 
1 (1968). pp. 75- 80. And in the same issue: ‘The 
Canaanite Text from Brazil.’ Orientalia . Nova 
Series. Vol. 37. No. 4 (1968). pp. 425- 436.)  



EVIDENCES OF CANAANITES IN 
AMERICA...FROM ANCIENT 

COINS



• The Greeks knew the Canaanites by 
another name: the Phonecians.  

• Incredibly, evidence that the 
Phoenicians were in America long 
before the time of Christ has been 
found in the remains of ancient 
Phoneician coins uncovered in the 
USA.  



• " H i s t o r y r e m e m b e r s t h e m a s 
“Phoenicians,” a Semitic folk residing in 
Canaan, a region roughly corresponding to 
the present- day Levant of modern Israel, 
Palestinian territories, Lebanon, and the 
western parts of Jordan and Syria. “The 
Phoenicians were the Canaanites, and the 
ancestors of today’s Lebanese,” concluded 
geneticist Spencer Wells in 2004, after an 
extensive DNA study of Phoenician origins 
sponsored by Nat iona l Geographic 
Magazine . 1



• "Their name is Greek— Phoiníkē for 
“people of the purple ( phoínios ),” 
signifying a violet- purple dye used 
by Athenian aristocrats to color 
their garments, and imported from 
the Levantine city of Tyre. Phoiníkē 
derived from the earlier Mycenaean 
po- ni- ki- jo , itself a derivation of 
the still older Egyptian fenkhu , 
denoting Asiatic Semites...



• "They never called themselves 
“Phoenic ians,” but identified 
instead with any one of their 
numerous cities. Hence, they were 
Tyrians, Sidonians, Carthaginians, 
and so forth. They nonetheless 
comprised, in the aggregate, an 
identifiable entity...



• "The ancient Phoenicians built a loose 
confederation of casually affiliated, 
ethnically and culturally related, if 
independent urban centers. These 
were collectively known as Khna (the 
ancient equivalent of “Corporate 
Empire”) or , to outs iders , as 
“Phoenicia,” that spread from the 
Levant to the Atlantic coasts of Iberia 
and North Africa...



• "Greek geographer Strabo wrote in 
the first Century BC , “[F]ar- famed 
are the voyages of the Phoenicians, 
who, a short time after the Trojan 
War, explored the regions beyond 
the Pillars of Heracles, founding 
cities there and in the central 
Libyan seaboard.”  



• "As an indication of their early 
transoceanic ambitions (inherited 
directly from Bronze Age sea- 
farers), very shortly after they began 
to break out of the Levant around 
the turn of the 12th Century BC , the 
Phoenicians had already founded the 
city of Cádiz on the Spanish coast, 
from which they were poised to cross 
the Atlantic, around 1100 BC .



• "To be sure, critics of the “Columbus 
Was First” school of thought continue to 
argue that he was preceded 2,000 years 
or more by Phoenician traders. Most of 
those critics, however, have not been 
professional researchers. But when 
s o m e o n e w i t h D r . M a r k A . S . 
McMenamin’s scientific background went 
public with the same conclusion, the 
Phoenician impact on pre- Columbian 
America gained substantial credibility...



• " I m p r e s s i v e a s t h e p r o f e s s o r ’ s 
accomplishments have been, they brought 
him nowhere near the Phoenicians. His 
interest in them was accidentally sparked 
by a children’s encyclopedia he happened 
to be consulting in preparation for 
educating his daughter at home. It 
mentioned that Carthaginian coins from 
the fourth Century BC had been uncovered 
in the Azores, on the island of Corvo, some 
800 miles from the European mainland.



• "The hoard was discovered by 
Portuguese sailors during the early 
1750s. The coins have long since 
been lost, although Dr. McMenamin 
established the authenticity of their 
discovery through personal research 
that found them described in the 
1778 diary of Swedish sai lor 
Johannes Podolyn.  



• "Finding nothing to match Podolyn’s 
description, McMenamin was in the process 
of returning the book when he noticed very 
small markings at the bottom of the 
reverse, or “tails,” side of several stater s. 
Stater is actually a Greek term that 
referred to coins made of precious metal. 
The markings he examined have long been 
known to numismatists, but not generally 
understood. Most expert coin collectors 
dismiss them as errors in production.



• "The markings attracted McMenamin’s 
attention, because they seemed vaguely 
familiar. Only after he had them enlarged 
on his computer screen did he recognize 
them for what they real ly were. 
McMenamin was astounded to realize 
that tiny dots on the Carthaginian staters 
were elements of a map— and not just 
any map, but a world map similar to one 
compiled by the second- century Greek 
geographer Ptolemy..



• "Through further close scrutiny of the 
hitherto neglected metallic blobs on all 14 of 
the known specimens of a particular type of 
Phoenician stater , McMenamin was able to 
identify the entire Mediterranean region, 
including the Straits of Gibraltar, Sardinia, 
coastal North Africa, and the south of Europe 
depicted on the coins. He even found the 
Indian sub- continent clearly indicated. In 
other words, the Carthaginians included at the 
bottom of their coins tiny maps of locations 
where they enjoyed prosperous ports- of- call.



• "They were publishing their far- 
flung, mercantile contacts on the 
face of their own currency, just as 
today’s multinational corporations 
boast o f the i r internat iona l 
influence in commercial advertising.  



• "After making his original and 
revealing discovery, McMenamin 
was more amazed to observe the 
eastern half of South America 
depicted on the same coins. Clearly 
shown are Brazil and Argentina 
down to Tierra del Fuego, although 
the tiny map does not include the 
rest of the continent westward 
from the Andes...



• "In any case, his interpretation of the coin’s 
otherwise- meaningless markings makes a 
strong case for extensive Phoenician 
knowledge of not only the continent’s 
Atlantic coastal areas, but about half of its 
eastern interior up to the Andean foothills, 
suggesting long familiarity with South 
America. This numismatic map provides 
physical proof that the ancient mariners 
arrived as transoceanic merchants who 
established regular trade routes to the New 
World.



• "These trade routes were not generally known 
outside Phoenician circles, because such prized 
information— the equivalent of today’s 
industrial secrets— represented what amounted 
to a trade monopoly. With the thorough 
destruction of Phoenician Civilization by Roman 
forces in 146 BC , knowledge of the Brazilian 
Antilia and all points west across the Atlantic 
Ocean was lost."  (Frank Joseph, The Lost 
Colonies Of Ancient America: A Comprehensive 
Guide To The Pre-Columbian Visitors That Really 
Discovered America, 77-82, (Kindle Edition); 
Pompton Plains, NJ; New Page Books)  



EVIDENCES OF CANANAITES IN 
AMERICA...FROM ANCIENT 

MINES



• "Now let us examine some historical evidence 
of particular interest to modern American 
readers. The book , Bronze Age America, by 
the late Dr. Barry Fell, Professor Emeritus of 
Harvard University, documents that copper 
trading between North America and the Old 
World existed prior to and during the reign of 
King David. His book cites evidence from 
ancient inscriptions that Norse kings carried 
on a copper trade with the New World in the 
St. Lawrence River area as early as 1700 B.C., 
seven centuries prior to the reign of King 
David over Israel! 26



• "Citing “inscriptions cut in the ancient 
Tifinag and ogam consaine alphabets, using 
an early form of the Norse tongue...” 27 
which were found in Ontario, Canada, Dr. 
Fell confirms the presence of Old World 
traders in the St. Lawrence River/Great 
Lakes Region long before the nation of Israel 
ever existed! Tifinag and Ogam are both Old 
World alphabets. If ancient Old World 
civilizations traded with the inhabitants of 
North America, could the mercantile 
Phoenicians have been far behind?



• "Dr. Fell documents the existence of ancient 
Phoenician inscriptions at a site known as 
“Mystery Hill” in New Hampshire. He 
observes that “carbon analyses point to 
periods of occupation of the Mystery Hill site 
extending back to the second millennium 
B.C.” 28 One of the chambers at Mystery Hill 
“was dedicated to the Phoenician god Baal,” 
29 and ancient inscriptions at this site indicate 
that it was inhabited and/or frequented by 
ancient Celts, Iberians and Phoenicians from 
the Old World over many centuries. 30



• "There is a great deal more material 
about both this site and the 
Phoenician presence in the Old 
World, but they will be more 
appropriately addressed in chapters 
two and three...There is evidence 
that some of David’s copper ore 
s t o c k p i l e s c a m e f r o m t h e 
Phoenicians’ North American 
trading routes....



• "Since the date 1000 B.C. coincides with 
David’s reign over Israel, it is very likely that 
part of this Lake Superior copper was used to 
satisfy David’s voracious appetite for raw 
materials to be dedicated for temple purposes. 
King David and Israel were likely the biggest 
customers in the world for copper and many 
other raw materials at that time. Solomon’s 
building projects eventually went far beyond 
anything David himself envisioned, so the 
demand upon available world sources of raw 
materials in their reigns must have been 
immense indeed!



• "With this in mind, it is significant that these 
ancient Lake Superior copper mines were 
apparently worked to exhaustion during the 
reign of King David, precisely the time frame in 
which David was stock- piling copper ores 
“beyond calculation” for the construction of 
the Temple for God! Since the North American 
copper mines had been known to the Old 
World for centuries before David lived, and 
since there is evidence that Phoenician ships 
called at ancient North American ports, the 
means to transport Lake Superior copper ores 
to King David of Israel did exist....



• "The Bible declares that ancient Israel, under 
King David, was massively stockpiling copper 
ores around 1000 B.C. Secular sources have 
confirmed the North American copper mines 
ran out of ore around 1000 B.C. The 
connection between the two is obvious: 
much of the ancient North American copper 
was shipped to ancient Israel and used in the 
construction of the Temple for God in 
Israel."  (Stevenn M. Collins, The "Lost" Ten 
Tribes Of Israel...Found!  645-685 (Kindle 
Edition); Boring, OR; CPA Books)  



EVIDENCES OF CANAANITES IN 
AMERICA...FROM ANCIENT 

RELIGIOUS ICONS AND INSCRIPTIONS



NOTES



THE DEFINITION OF 
"JUDGE"



• "First, none of the individuals we think of as “judges” is 
specifically identified as a , usually translated as “judge.” 
Indeed the title “the Judge” is only used of a specific 
individual once, in Jephthah's speech before the Ammonite 
delegation (11:27), where it applies not to Jephthah but to 
Yahweh.1 Before these foreigners, the Israelite leader 
presents the God of Israel as a universal divine judge who 
settles disputes between nations (cf. Gen 18:25). The term 
“judge/judges” is used as a general designation for the 
leaders of Israel in 2:16–19, from which we may infer that 
the leaders described in the book may be so designated. 
The verb ,to judge” (NIV, “to lead”) is used to describe the 
activity of four of the primary2 judges (Othniel [3:10], 
Deborah [4:4], Jephthah [12:7], and Samson [15:20; 16:31]) 
and five of the secondary judges (Tola [10:2], Jair [10:3], 
Ibzan [12:8,9], Elon [12:11], and Abdon [12:13,14])...



• "Fourth, the “judges” functioned more as deliverers than as 
legal functionaries. The problem of the name “judges” 
surfaces in 2:16-19, the only place in the book where the 
noun is applied to leaders of the nation. Here the author 
offers his own definition of the “judges'” role: “Then the 
LORD raised up judges, who saved [a form of the verb ] 
them out of the hands of these raiders.” This statement 
announces three important facts. (1) The source of the 
judges' authority and power was Yahweh.5 (2) The purpose 
of their appointment was not judicial but soteriological. 
Accordingly, the use of the verb suggests that the main 
body of the book, if not the book as a whole, should be 
called the “Book of Saviors/Deliverers”6 Indeed the 
designation , “deliverer, liberator,” is specifically applied to 
several judges,7 though elsewhere Yahweh is also 
presented as the deliverer.8 (



• "(3) These individuals were instruments of deliverance 
from external enemies;9 their purpose was not the 
settlement of internal disputes. In light of this evidence, 
our English term “judge” obviously fails to capture the 
nature of the activity and role of Israel's leaders in the 
Book of Judges. How then can they be called , which derives 
from the verb , usually adequately represented by “to 
judge”? The problem is best answered by recognizing that 
the Hebrew root bears a broader sense than simply the 
notion of acting judicially. In contrast to the semantic 
cognate , which always carries the judicial sense, “to judge,” 
the root means “to govern, administer, exercise 
leadership,”10..."  (Daniel I. Brock, The New American 
Commentary: Judges And Ruth (Volume Six)-An Exegetical And 
Theological Exposition Of Holy Scripture, 22-23 (Kindle 
Edition); Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group)  



DATING OF THE BAT 
CREEK INSCRIPTION



• "These observations validate the artifact’s ancient 
authenticity, and tend to support Professor Gordon’s 
conclusions, published 40 years ago. He translated the 
inscription, “for Judah,” and dated it from 70 to 135 
AD , based on its distinctive letterform. Eastern 
Tennessee’s Bat Creek Stone, Gordon stated, “is not 
only the oldest text ever discovered in North America, 
but— more importantly— it is the first time a 
Mediterranean inscription has been found anywhere in 
the Western Hemisphere in its original site with all the 
original objects connected with it in place.”  (Frank 
Joseph, The Lost Worlds Of Ancient America: Compelling 
Evidence Of Ancient Immigrants, Lost Technologies, And 
Places Of Power, 47 (Kindle Edition); Pompton Plains, 
NJ; New Page Books)  


