
NEHEMIAH  



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP

• Ezra is the author of this Book.  

• Nehemiah and Ezra were originally one 
Book in the Hebrew canon.  



TIME FRAME COVERED

• The time frame of Nehemiah covers 
the events of the years 446-444 B.C.  



WHO WAS NEHEMIAH?  



• Nehemiah 1:11-O Lord, I pray, 
please let Your ear be attentive to 
the prayer of Your servant, and to 
the prayer of Your servants who 
desire to fear Your name; and let 
Your servant prosper this day, I 
pray, and grant him mercy in the 
sight of this man." For I was the 
king's cupbearer.



• Nehemiah 8:9-And Nehemiah, who 
was the governor, Ezra the priest 
and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the 
people, "This day is holy to the 
LORD your God; do not mourn nor 
weep." For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the 
Law.  



PURPOSE

• The Book of Nehemiah chronicles the 
l a s t R e t u r n o f t h e J e w s f r o m 
Babylonian Captivity in 444 B.C.  

• It describes how (under the direction 
of Nehemiah) the people finish 
rebuilding the city and the walls.  



Three Captivities  Three Returns

606 B.C. (2 Kings 
24; Jeremiah 25:1ff; 
Daniel 1)  
597 B.C. (2 Kings 
24:10-16; Ezekiel 
1:1-2; Esther 2:5-6)
586 B.C. (2 Kings 
2 4 : 1 8 - 2 5 : 2 1 ; 2 
C h r o n i c l e s 
26:11-21; Jeremiah 
52:1-11)

536 B.C. (Led By 
Zerubbabel-Ezra 
2 : 2 ; N e h e m i a h 
12:1-26)
457 B.C. (Led By 
Ezra-Ezra 7:1-10)
444 B.C. (Led By 
N e h e m i a h -
Nehemiah 1-2)



KEY VERSE

• Nehemiah 2:20-So I answered them, 
and said to them, "The God of heaven 
Himself will prosper us; therefore we 
His servants will arise and build, but 
you have no heritage or right or 
memorial in Jerusalem."



KEY VERSE

• Nehemiah 4:14-And I looked, and arose 
and said to the nobles, to the leaders, 
and to the rest of the people, "Do not 
be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, 
great and awesome, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, your daughters, 
your wives, and your houses."



KEY VERSE

• Nehemiah 8:10-Then he said to them, 
"Go your way, eat the fat, drink the 
sweet, and send portions to those for 
whom nothing is prepared; for this day 
is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for 
the joy of the LORD is your strength."



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



1-4 (445-444 B.C.)  



• Nehemiah learns of the desolation 
o f J e r u s a l e m ; h e i s g r e a t l y 
depressed and seeks God's blessing 
and intervention.  His prayer shows 
his repentance and his requests to 
God.  (10



• Nehemiah 1:4-6-4      So it was, when I heard these 
words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for 
many days; I was fasting and praying before the God 
of heaven.  5      And I said: "I pray, LORD God of 
heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep 
Your covenant and mercy with those who love You 
and observe Your commandments,  6      please let 
Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You 
may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray 
before You now, day and night, for the children of 
Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the 
children of Israel which we have sinned against You. 
Both my father's house and I have sinned.



• Nehemiah goes before the king and 
requests that he be allowed to 
return to Jerusalem; Artaxerxes 
authorizes his return to rebuild the 
city and the walls.  Returning to the 
city, he begins to learn of some of 
the oppositon that he will face in his 
task.  (2)  



• Nehemiah 2:4-5-4      Then the king 
said to me, "What do you request?" 
So I prayed to the God of heaven.  5    
And I said to the king, "If it pleases 
the king, and if your servant has 
found favor in your sight, I ask that 
you send me to Judah, to the city of 
my fathers' tombs, that I may 
rebuild it."



• Nehemiah 2:18-20-18      And I told them of the hand 
of my God which had been good upon me, and also 
of the king's words that he had spoken to me. So 
they said, "Let us rise up and build." Then they set 
their hands to this good work.  19      But when 
Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite 
official, and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they 
laughed at us and despised us, and said, "What is 
this thing that you are doing? Will you rebel against 
the king?"  20      So I answered them, and said to 
them, "The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; 
therefore we His servants will arise and build, but 
you have no heritage or right or memorial in 
Jerusalem."



• Chapter 3 contains a list of those 
who rebuilt the wall.  

• The enemies of God continued to 
cause problems, but he people 
persevere in the work (4).  



• Nehemiah 4:7-9-7     Now it happened, when 
Sanbal lat , Tobiah, the Arabs, the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard 
that the walls of Jerusalem were being 
restored and the gaps were beginning to 
be closed, that they became very angry,  8    
and all of them conspired together to 
come and attack Jerusalem and create 
confusion.  9      Nevertheless we made our 
prayer to our God, and because of them 
we set a watch against them day and night.



• Nehemiah 4:14-15-14      And I looked, and 
arose and said to the nobles, to the 
leaders, and to the rest of the people, "Do 
not be afraid of them. Remember the 
Lord, great and awesome, and fight for 
your brethren, your sons, your daughters, 
your wives, and your houses."  15      And it 
happened, when our enemies heard that it 
was known to us, and that God had 
brought their plot to nothing, that all of us 
returned to the wall, everyone to his work.



5-10 (444 B.C.)  



• Many of the nobles take advantage of the 
poor Hebrews during a time of famine in 
the land.  

• Nehemiah, being angry and giving serious 
thought to the problem, rebukes the 
nobles and calls upon them to repent.  
They do so, and unity is restored.  

• Nehemiah's work as a governer is 
reviewed.  (5)



• Nehemiaah 5:1-5 (CEV)-1      Some of the men and 
their wives complained about the Jews in power  2    
and said, "We have large families, and it takes a lot 
of grain merely to keep them alive."  3     Others said, 
"During the famine we even had to mortgage our 
fields, vineyards, and homes to them in order to 
buy grain."  4     Then others said, "We had to borrow 
money from those in power to pay the government 
tax on our fields and vineyards.  5     We are Jews just 
as they are, and our children are as good as theirs. 
But we still have to sell our children as slaves, and 
some of our daughters have already been raped. 
We are completely helpless; our fields and 
vineyards have even been taken from us."



• Nehemiah 5:6-9 (CEV)-6      When I heard their 
complaints and their charges, I became very angry.  
7      So I thought it over and said to the leaders and 
officials, "How can you charge your own people 
interest?" Then I called a public meeting and 
accused the leaders  8      by saying, "We have tried 
to buy back all of our people who were sold into 
exile. But here you are, selling more of them for us 
to buy back!" The officials and leaders did not say a 
word, because they knew this was true.  9      I 
continued, "What you have done is wrong! We 
must honor our God by the way we live, so the 
Gentiles can't find fault with us.



• A conspiracy against Nehemiah is 
plotted; the conspirators claim that 
Nehemiah is planning to make 
himself a king and rebel against 
Persia; they did this to try and 
discourage the work of rebuilding 
the walls.  

• The wall is finished within just 52 
days.  (6)



• Nehemiah 6:15-So the wall was 
finished on the twenty-fifth day of 
Elul, in fifty-two days.



• Nehemiah gives control of the city 
to h i s brother Hannan i and 
Hananniah.  

• Nehemiah is prompted by God to 
examine the old registry records of 
the people who returned and to 
update the record.  

• A record of those who returned (7).  



• There is a great revival as the Hebrews 
are gathered together and the Law of 
God is publ ic ly proclaimed and 
explained to the people.  

• Even though the people are saddened 
when they hear the Law, they are 
exhorted to rejoice in their forgiveness.  

• The people observe the Fast of 
Tabernacles (Booths).  (8)  



• Nehemiah 8:2-3-2      So Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly of 
men and women and all who could hear 
with understanding on the first day of 
the seventh month.  3      Then he read 
from it in the open square that was in 
front of the Water Gate from morning 
until midday, before the men and 
women and those who could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the Book of the Law.



• N e h e m i a h 8 : 8 - S o t h e y r e a d 
distinctly from the book, in the Law 
of God; and they gave the sense, and 
helped them to understand the 
reading.



• The people freely acknowledge 
their sins before God in repentance.  

• Their prayers, penitence, and praise 
are recorded for us to learn from.  
(9)  



• The people, continuing their 
repentance before God, make a 
covenant with Him.  (10)  



11-13 (444 B.C.)  



• The rulers of Jerusalem are selected 
and chosen by lot; the rest of the 
people live in the various cities and 
set to rebuild them (11)  

• The priests and Levites are named; 
Nehemiah dedicates the wall to The 
Lord (12).  



• Nehemiah reminds the people of the 
need for keeping the marriage 
covenant in Israel.  

• He also confronts the nobles and the 
people who have not been caring for 
the priests and rebukes them.  

• He also rebukes the nobles for the 
ways in which they profaned the 
Sabbath.  



• Nehemiah 13:26-27-26      Did not 
Solomon king of Israel sin by these 
things? Yet among many nations there 
was no king like him, who was beloved 
of his God; and God made him king 
over all Israel. Nevertheless pagan 
women caused even him to sin.  27    
Should we then hear of your doing all 
this great evil, transgressing against 
our God by marrying pagan women?"



SPECIAL STUDIES 



NEHEMIAH: GREAT EXAMPLE 
FOR BUILDING THE CHURCH



ONE

• Nehemiah Saw The Need For 
Rebuilding The City 



• "Sometimes, truth is a brutal thing. Truth 
tears down the fantasies that we often live 
in and snaps us instantly back to reality. 
Perhaps, that’s why we have gone the way 
of sugar- coating things....Nehemiah asked 
questions he didn’t have to ask. He could 
have remained blissfully unaware of the 
status of Jerusalem, but he chose to ask 
them. By asking the question, Nehemiah 
must now be prepared to hear the truth; a 
truth that would hurt....



• "Judging by his reaction, this must 
have been a shock to Nehemiah. It 
broke his heart and moved him to 
tears. It was the best thing that 
ever happened to him. Nehemiah 
needed an answer that hurt. He 
needed to know the condition of the 
city, or else he never would have 
instituted the changes that were 
needed....



• "We are all broken. Our walls from time to 
time are torn down, and sin seeps into our 
life and sets up camp. We should feel bad 
about it. We should weep and mourn for it 
because it means that we care. It means our 
heart has not been hardened beyond repair. 
When your walls are broken and you no 
longer weep and mourn, you have a heart 
that has been calloused over. A heart that 
has been taught to stop feeling is a great 
weapon of the Enemy in our spiritual war.



• "When we stop feeling guilty for 
breaking our spiritual walls, Satan is 
winning and we don’t even know it. 
Perhaps, you aren’t the weeping and 
mourning type. I get it. Not everyone 
grieves the same and that’s fine. You 
may not shed a tear over this because 
you don’t shed tears for anything. You 
can still grieve. Your heart needs to 
break, whether your tear ducts do or 
not.



• "This part is scary because it makes us 
vulnerable. It makes us realize we are 
broken and that we are in need of 
repair. This is not a bad thing. Weeping 
and mourning does not make you 
weak. It makes you wise. You need to 
experience the heart breaking before 
you can be in repair."  (Ben Wright, 52 
Days: Rebuilding Our Spiritual Walls, 
28-30 (Kindle Edition); Enwrightened 
Publications; www.enwrightened.com)

http://www.enwrightened.com


TWO

• Nehemiah Asked God To Help Him 
Suceed In His Work And Continually 

Sought His Guidance



• Nehemiah 1:4-So it was, when I 
heard these words, that I sat down 
and wept, and mourned for many 
days; I was fasting and praying 
before the God of heaven. 



• Nehemiah 2:4-Then the king said to 
me, "What do you request?" So I 
prayed to the God of heaven.



• Nehemiah 4:9-Nevertheless we 
made our prayer to our God, and 
because of them we set a watch 
against them day and night.



THREE

• Nehemiah Freely Acknowledges His 
Sinfulness Before God



• Nehemiah 1:6-7-6      please let Your ear be 
attentive and Your eyes open, that You may 
hear the prayer of Your servant which I 
pray before You now, day and night, for the 
children of Israel Your servants, and confess 
the sins of the children of Israel which we 
have sinned against You. Both my father's 
house and I have sinned.  7      We have acted 
very corruptly against You, and have not 
kept the commandments, the statutes, nor 
the ordinances which You commanded Your 
servant Moses.



FOUR

• Nehemiah Encouraged All Of The 
People To Work Together 



• Nehemiah 4:15-And it happened, 
when our enemies heard that it was 
known to us, and that God had 
brought their plot to nothing, that 
all of us returned to the wall, 
everyone to his work.



FIVE

• Nehemiah Was A Man Of Careful 
Consideration Who Balanced Passion 

With Logic 



• Nehemiiah 5:6-7-6      And I became 
very angry when I heard their 
outcry and these words.  7      After 
serious thought, I rebuked the 
nobles and rulers, and said to them, 
"Each of you is exacting usury from 
his brother." So I called a great 
assembly against them.



SIX  

• Nehemiah Carefully Watched For And 
Anticipated The Cunning Attacks Of 

The Enemy 



• Nehemiah 6:10-13 (ERV)-10     One day I went to the house 
of a man named Shemaiah son of Delaiah. Delaiah was the 
son of Mehetabel. Shemaiah had to stay in his house. He 
said, "Nehemiah, let's meet in God's Temple. Let's go 
inside the Holy Place and lock the doors. Men are coming 
to kill you. Tonight they are coming to kill you."  11     But I 
said to Shemaiah, "Should a man like me run away? You 
know that an ordinary man like me cannot go into the 
Holy Place without being put to death. I will not go!"  12    
I knew that God had not sent Shemaiah. I knew that he 
had prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat 
had paid him to do that.  13      They hired Shemaiah to 
scare me and make me sin by going into that part of the 
Temple. They were planning those bad things against me 
so that they could shame me.



CASTING LOTS?



• Proverbs 16:33-The lot is cast into 
the lap, But its every decision is 
from the LORD.  

• Proverbs 16:33 (NLT)-We may 
throw the dice, but the LORD 
determines how they fall.



• "And they gave forth their lots - Some have 
supposed that this means they voted. But 
to this interpretation there are insuperable 
objections:  1. The word “lots,” κλήρους 
klērous, is not used to express votes, or 
suffrage.  2. The expression “the lot fell 
upon” is not consistent with the notion of 
voting. It is commonly expressive of casting 
lots.  3. Casting lots was common among the 
Jews on important and difficult occasions, 
and it was natural that the apostles should 
resort to it in this. 



• "Thus, David divided the priests by lot, 1Ch 
24:5. The land of Canaan was divided by lot, 
Num 26:55; Jos. 15; Jos 16:1-10; Jos. 17; etc. 
Jonathan, son of Saul, was detected as having 
violated his father’s command. and as bringing 
calamity on the Israelites by lot, 1Sa 14:41-42. 
Achan was detected by lot, Jos 7:16-18. In 
these instances the use of the lot was regarded 
as a solemn appeal to God for his direct 
interference in cases which they could not 
themselves decide. Pro 16:33, “the lot is cast 
into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is 
of the Lord.”



• "The choice of an apostle was an event of 
the same kind, and was regarded as a 
solemn appeal to God for his direction and 
guidance in a case which the apostles could 
not determine. The manner in which this 
was done is not certainly known. The 
common mode of casting lots was to write 
the names of the persons on pieces of 
stone, wood, etc., and put them in one urn, 
and the name of the office, portion, etc., on 
others."  (Albert Barnes Commentary On 
Acts, E-Sword Edition)



• "The casting of “lots” here does not 
refer to a vote; [426] that the 
κλῆρος “fell” underlines its literal 
sense here (cf. LXX 1 Chr 26:14; 
Esth 3:7; Jonah 1:7; Ezek 24:6)....



• "Ancient Israel used lots to choose 
workers for special duties (1 Chr 24:7; 
25:8; see comment on Acts 1:17 ); [440] 
Judas had earlier received a “lot” by 
Jesus’s choice (Acts 1:17). The members 
of the Qumran community also viewed 
their membership as ordained by divine 
lot (1QS V, 2–3; VI, 16; 1QM I, 5). [441] 
At the command of priests, the lot 
 determined rank in the ( הגורל )
community (1QS XI, 7). [442]  



• "Jewish people also believed that lots could 
give them divine direction. [443] In Jewish 
tradition Noah divided the land for his three 
children by lot ( Jub . 8:10–11); Israel divided 
some of the land by lot (e.g., Josh 14:2; 18:6, 8, 
10; Ezek 45:1); [444] priests and Levites 
received their duties by lot (e.g., 1 Chr 24:5, 31; 
25:8; 26:13–14), [445] as Luke knows (Luke 1:9); 
lots determined the cities for Levites (e.g., 1 
Chr 6:61–65) and who would settle in 
Jerusalem (Neh 11:1). [446] Later Jewish texts 
even use biblical texts as lot oracles of a sort....



• "The lots may have been stones or 
p o t t e r y f r a g m e n t s s h a k e n i n a 
container, with Matthias’s being the first 
to emerge. [449] Barrett notes that 
“the usual method of casting lots” 
entailed collecting “names . . . in a vessel 
and” letting “one .  .  . fall out.” [450] 
Commentators suggest that either cloth 
bags or vessels could be used. [451] The 
lots used for matching competitors at 
the Olympics may be instructive.



• "Luc ian reports : “A s i lver urn 
dedicated to the god is placed before 
them. Into this are thrown small lots, 
the size of beans, with letters on them. 
Two are marked alpha, two beta, two 
gamma, and so on in the same way, if 
there are more competitors, two lots 
always having the same letter. Each of 
the competitors comes up, offers a 
prayer to Zeus, puts his hand into the 
urn, and picks up one of the lots.”



• "A guard keeps the competitors 
from examining the letters they 
have drawn; then a guard or one of 
the judges inspects the lots and 
matches them."  (Craig S.. Keener, 
Acts: An Exegetical Commentary 
Vo lume One- Int roduct ion And 
1:1-2:47, 35008-35064 (Kindle 
Edition); Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
Baker Academic)  


