
NUMBERS: 


An Overview  



BOOK OVERVIEW  



AUTHORSHIP  

• The Book of Numbers was written by 
Moses.  

• This is demonstrated by the Book 
itself, by the rest of the Bible, and by 
extra-biblical tradition.  



• Numbers 1:1-Now 
the LORD spoke to 
M o s e s i n t h e 
W i l d e r n e s s o f 
S i n a i , i n t h e 
t a b e r n a c l e o f 
meeting, on the 
first day of the 
second month, in 
the second year 
a f t e r t h e y h a d 
come out of the 
l a n d o f E g y p t , 
saying:

• Numbers 33:2-
N o w M o s e s 
wrote down the 
starting points 
of their journeys 
at the command 
of the LORD. 
And these are 
their journeys 
a c c o r d i n g t o 
their starting 
points:



DATE OF WRITING AND 
TIME PERIOD COVERED  

• The Book of Numbers covers the period of 
time from thirteen months after the 
Hebrew Exodus to the end of the forty years 
of wandering in the wilderness (Numbers 
1:1; Deuteronomy 1:1-3).  

• It was written after the forty year 
wilderness wandering and before the 
Hebrews entered the Land of Canaan.  



THE THEME OF 
NUMBERS  



• The Book of Numbers is primarily a Book of 
numbers.  

• The Book contains census information of the 
Hebrews, as well as a historical record of the 
people who lived during and after the 
wilderness wanderings (before the Hebrews 
crossed into Canaan).

• It especially focuses on the importance of 
true faith (trust and obedience to God's 
Word) and the dangers of disbelief (which is 
interchangeable with disobedience).  



• There are two groups of people in the Book 
of Numbers: 

• The first group is those who are twenty years 
old and above.  This group was condemned by 
God because of their disobedience to take the 
land of Canaan.  The males numbered 603, 
550 (Numbers 1:45-46).  

• The second group was those who were up to 
twenty years old who were allowed to enter 
Canaan.  This group's males consisted of 601, 
730 (Numbers 26:51).   



KEY VERSES  
• Numbers 14:20-23-20    Then the LORD said: "I 

have pardoned, according to your word; but truly, 
as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory 
of the LORD—because all these men who have 
seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt 
and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test 
now these ten times, and have not heeded My 
voice, they certainly shall not see the land of 
which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of 
those who rejected Me see it.



CHAPTERS, KEY WORD, 
AND THEME    

• Numbers is composed of 36 chapters.  

• The key word appears to be "wilderness."  
It appears 48 times in 44 verses.  

• The theme of the Book is that unbelief/
disobedience brings catastrophic 
consequence.  



• Hebrews 3:7-11-7    Therefore, as the Holy 
Spirit says: "TODAY, IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS 
VOICE,  DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS 
IN THE REBELLION, IN THE DAY OF TRIAL 
IN THE WILDERNESS,  WHERE YOUR 
FATHERS TESTED ME, TRIED ME, AND SAW 
MY WORKS FORTY YEARS.  THEREFORE I 
WAS ANGRY WITH THAT GENERATION, 
AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN 
THEIR HEART, AND THEY HAVE NOT 
KNOWN MY WAYS.'  SO I SWORE IN MY 
WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY 
REST.' "



BOOK DIVISION  

• The Revelation Of The People (1-10)  

• The Rebellion Of The People (11-14)  

• The Rebue Of The People (15-36)   



CHAPTER OVERVIEW  



CHAPTERS 1-10  



• First census (1)  

• Position of the tribes to the Tabernacle (2)  

• Regulations for the Levites and census (3-5)  

• Laws of the Nazirite (6)  

• The offerings of the leades (7)  

• Arrangement of the lamps and the Second 
Passover (8-9)  

• Departure from Sinai (11)  



FOLLOWING THE 
CLOUD  



• Numbers 9:17-23-17  Whenever the cloud was 
taken up from above the tabernacle, after that 
the children of Israel would journey; and in the 
place where the cloud settled, there the 
children of Israel would pitch their tents.  18  
At the command of the LORD the children of 
Israel would journey, and at the command of 
the LORD they would camp; as long as the 
cloud stayed above the tabernacle they 
remained encamped.  19  Even when the cloud 
continued long, many days above the 
tabernacle, the children of Israel kept the 
charge of the LORD and did not journey. 



• 20  So it was, when the cloud was above the 
tabernacle a few days: according to the command of 
the LORD they would remain encamped, and 
according to the command of the LORD they would 
journey.  21  So it was, when the cloud remained 
only from evening until morning: when the cloud 
was taken up in the morning, then they would 
journey; whether by day or by night, whenever the 
cloud was taken up, they would journey.  22  
Whether it was two days, a month, or a year that 
the cloud remained above the tabernacle, the 
children of Israel would remain encamped and not 
journey; but when it was taken up, they would 
journey.  



LEAVING SINAI  



• Numbers 10:11-13-11    Now it came to 
pass on the twentieth day of the second 
month, in the second year, that the cloud 
was taken up from above the tabernacle 
of the Testimony.  12    And the children 
of Israel set out from the Wilderness of 
Sinai on their journeys; then the cloud 
settled down in the Wilderness of Paran.  
13    So they started out for the first time 
according to the command of the LORD 
by the hand of Moses.



11



• The people despise the mana which God 
had miraculously provided for them for 
food.  

• They desire the luxuries of Egypt which 
they had enjoyed.  

• They begin to reject God and Moses and 
are rebuked.  

• 70 elders of Israel appointed to instruct 
and guide the people.  



12



• This chapter continues the same saga of 
rebellion from Moses' brother (Aaron) 
and his sister (Miriam).  

• Being upset over Moses' choice of an 
Ethiopian wife (either Zipporah or 
someone else), they begin to stage a 
rebellion against the Prophet.  

• However, God shows His displeasure for 
their actions and punishes them 
accordingly.  



13



• Chapter 13 tells us of how the Hebrews 
sent out twelve spies into the land of 
Canaan.  They were in the land for forty 
days (Numbers 13:25).  

• Nearly all of the spies claimed that the 
Hebrews could not defeat the Canaanites 
in the land.  The only spy who said they 
could overcome the Canaanites was 
Caleb (Numbers 13:30).  

• What was the response of the people?  



CHAPTER 14



• Numbers 14:1-4-1    So all the congregation 
lifted up their voices and cried, and the people 
wept that night.  2    And all the children of 
Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, 
and the whole congregation said to them, "If 
only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if 
only we had died in this wilderness!  3    Why 
has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by 
the sword, that our wives and children should 
become victims? Would it not be better for us 
to return to Egypt?"  4    So they said to one 
another, "Let us select a leader and return to 
Egypt."



• They were also prepared to kill 
Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb so 
that they could return to Egypt 
(Numbers 14:10).  

• Moses intercedes for the people, 
asking God to show mercy (Numbers 
14:11-25).  God heeds his prayer, but 
declares that the rebels would not 
enter into the land of Canaan.  



• Numbers 14:28-30-28    Say to them, 'As I 
live,' says the LORD, 'just as you have 
spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you:  29 
   The carcasses of you who have complained 
against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of 
you who were numbered, according to your 
entire number, from twenty years old and 
above.  30    Except for Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you 
shall by no means enter the land which I 
swore I would make you dwell in.



• Thus begins the forty years of 
wilderness wandering.  

• The Hebrews attempted to invade 
Canaan after God pronounced 
punishment and were quickly driven 
out.  



15

• This chapter contains laws regarding 
grain and drink offerings, unintentional 
sin, presumptious sin (i.e., sin which 
one continues in without repentance), 
penalties for violating the Sabbath, and 
tassels on garments.  



16

• This chapter tells of Korah's rebellion 
against Moses and God's declaration to 
the people that Moses was His chosen 
Prophet.  

• Korah and his family were killed and 
the idolatrous priests also perished.   



17-21



• The budding of Aaron's rod (17)  

• The support and sacrifice of the 
Levites (18)  

• Various laws of purification (19)  

• The sin of Moses (20)

• The bronze serpent (21)  



22-25



• Balaam the wizard hired by Balak to curse 
the Hebrews; Balaam mistreats his donkey 
and is rebuked by the angel AND the donkey 
(22)  

•  Balaam's intended curses against Israel 
actually curse Moab and bless the Hebrews 
(23-24).  

• Balaam counsels Balak to order his people to 
seduce the Hebrews into intermarrying and 
serving their gods; The Lord and His faithful 
punish the wicked (25).   



26-36



• Second census taken (26)  

• Inheritance laws and Joshua 
appointed leader after Moses (27)  

• Daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly 
sacrifices (28)  

• Feast of Trumpets, Day of 
Atonement, Feast of the Tabernacle 
(29)  



• Laws concerning vows (30)  

• War with the Midianites (31)  

• The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh are promised the area 
east of the Jordan River if they will be 
faithful (32)  

• Summary of the Hebrews' journey from 
Egypt, cities for the Levites, cities of refuge, 
and various marriage laws reviewed (33-36)  



PROMINENT PEOPLE/
EVENTS/THEMES  



ARRANGEMENT AROUND 
THE TABERNACLE  





• Picture Taken From: Norman 
Geisler, A Popular Survey Of The Old 
Testament, 1109 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Book 
House)  



WATER OF PURIFICATION 
(NUMBERS 19)  



• "On the contrary, the recipe for the water of 
purification stands today as a wonderful 
example of the Bible’s brilliance, since the 
recipe is nothing less than a procedure to 
produce an antibacterial soap. When we look 
at the ingredients individually, we begin to see 
the value of each. First, consider the ashes of a 
red heifer and cedar. As most school children 
know, the pioneers in this country could not go 
to the nearest supermarket and buy their 
favorite personal hygiene products. If they 
needed soap or shampoo, they made it 
themselves.



• "Under such situations, they concocted 
various recipes for soap. One of the most 
oft’-produced types of soap was lye soap. 
Practically anyone today can easily obtain a 
recipe for lye soap via a quick search of the 
Internet (see “Soapmaking,” n.d.). The 
various lye-soap recipes reveal that, to 
obtain lye, water often is poured through 
ashes. The water retrieved from pouring it 
through the ashes contains a concentration 
of lye. Lye, in high concentrations, is very 
caustic and irritating to the skin.



• "It is, in fact, one of the main 
ingredients in many modern chemical 
mixtures used to unclog drains. In 
more diluted concentrations, it can be 
used as an excellent exfoliant and 
cleansing agent. Many companies today 
still produce lye soaps. Amazingly, 
Moses instructed the Israelites to 
prepare a mixture that would have 
included lye mixed in a diluted 
solution.



• "Furthermore, consider that hyssop was also 
added to the “water of purification.” Hyssop 
contains the antiseptic thymol, the same 
ingredient that we find today in some brands of 
mouthwash (McMillen and Stern, 2000, p. 24). 
Hyssop oil continues to be a popular “healing oil,” 
and actually is quite expensive. In listing the 
benefits of hyssop, one Web site noted: “Once 
used for purifying temples and cleansing lepers, 
the leaves contain an antiseptic, antiviral oil. A 
mold that produces penicillin grows on the leaves. 
An infusion is taken as a sedative expectorant for 
flue, bronchitis, and phlegm” (see “Hyssop”).



• "Other ingredients in the “water of 
purification” also stand out as 
having beneficial properties. The oil 
from the cedar wood in the mixture 
most likely maintained numerous 
salutary properties...



• "It is interesting to note that this 
information about the beneficial 
properties of the ingredients such 
as cedar, hyssop, and lye in the 
water of purification is not coming 
from Bible-based sources. Most of it 
is simply coming from studies that 
have been done through cosmetic 
and therapeutic research.



• "Finally, the Israelites were 
instructed to toss into the mix 
“scarlet,” which most likely was 
scarlet wool (see Hebrews 9:19). 
Adding wool fibers to the 
concoction would have made the 
mixture the “ancient equivalent of 
Lava® soap” (McMillen and Stern, 
2000, p. 25).



• "Thousands of years before any formal studies 
were done to see what type of cleaning 
methods were the most effective; millennia 
before American pioneers concocted their lye 
solutions; and ages before our most advanced 
medical students knew a thing about germ 
theory, Moses instructed the Israelites to 
concoct an amazingly effective recipe for soap, 
that, if used properly in medical facilities like 
hospitals in Vienna, would literally have saved 
thousands of lives."  (Kyle Butt, Behold!  The 
Word Of God, 1314-1345 (Kindle Edition): 
Montgomery, Alabama; Apologetics Press)  



THE LOCATION OF MT. SINAI 
AND THE LOCATION OF THE 
WILDERNESS WANDERING  



• Through the years, there has been a 
great deal of debate and discussion 
regarding the site of Mount Sinai.  

• Many believe that Mt. Sinai is 
located somewhere between the 
Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aquaba. 



SINAI PENINSULA 





JABAL AL LAWZ





• Image of Jabal Al Lawz Map copied 
from: https://www.google.com/?
gws_rd=ssl#q=map+of+jabal+al
+lawz&imgrc=OeWXwkpMylIvOM
%3A  

https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=map+of+jabal+al+lawz&imgrc=OeWXwkpMylIvOM%3A


1. Mount Sinai was located in the land 
of Midian (Exodus 3:1-12).  

2. Specifically, we are told that this 
was located in Saudi Arabia 
(Galatians 4:25).  



• "To summarise, the Bible and 
historical sources mention the 
following key words regarding where 
Midian was situated: outside Egypt’s 
sphere of interest, out of reach of 
Pharaoh’s army, by the Red Sea, 
towards the northern part of the Gulf 
of Aqaba, where the descendants of 
Keturah lived (east of Jordan down 
towards the Red Sea in the land of the 
East) and in Arabia.



• "The eastern coastal area of the 
Gulf of Aqaba as the site of Midian 
is not contradicted by these 
sources, quite the contrary, they 
support the hypothesis."  (Dr. 
Leennart Moller, THE EXODUS CASE: 
New Discoveries of the Historical 
Exodus, 2541  (Kindle Edition); 
Strangnas, Sweden; Scandinavia 
Publishing House)   



JABAL AL LAWZ  





• Jabal Al Lawz image copied from: 
https://
michaelruark.wordpress.com/
2013/02/22/mount-sinai-in-arabia-
jebel-el-lawz/  

https://michaelruark.wordpress.com/2013/02/22/mount-sinai-in-arabia-jebel-el-lawz/


• "The mountain is only twenty miles from the 
crossing site. During this visit, Wyatt found an 
abundance of evidence that is mentioned in the 
biblical record, including: A mountain with a 
uniquely blackened peak. It is consistent with 
biblical accounts which say a pillar of fire came to 
rest on top of it. (Exodus 19:18). Bob Cornuke and 
Larry Williams would later determine that the peak 
is made of granite rocks coated with a black melted 
glass- like substance. (The Search for Mount Sinai, 
1999). The Split Rock in Horeb, a 50 foot tall split 
rock atop a 110 foot hill, on the western side of the 
mountain. ( http://www.emfi.org/archaeology/
sinai2.htm ).



• "It is believed to be the rock that Moses struck 
with his rod, causing water to gush from it to 
enable the Israelites to survive. The rock 
appears to have signs of water erosion where 
water once ran from the split.  The altar of the 
Golden Calf. It is a block- like structure, which 
by my measurements in Google Earth is about 
80 feet square, made of roughly rectangular 
blocks of stone. It is covered with engravings 
that resemble Egyptian engravings of cows, 
which were objects of worship in Egypt. 
(Exodus 32:17- 19).



• "Large piles of rocks equally spaced around the 
eastern side of the mountain. They may be the 
"bounds" which the Lord ordered Moses to 
place around the mountain. (Exodus 19:23).  
Evidence that many people once camped 
around the mountain, with signs of many wells 
and huts. A cave on the mountain, which may 
have been the "cleft" in which Moses met God, 
and the cave where Elijah stayed. (Exodus 
33:22, 1 Kings 19:8- 9). A line of large wells 18 
feet in diameter, bordering the area of the 
altar at the base of the mountain.  



• "The 12 wells and palm trees cited in the 
Bible at Elim, between the Gulf of Aqaba 
and Mount Sinai: “ Then they came to Elim, 
where there were twelve springs of water 
and seventy palm trees, and they encamped 
there by the water. (Exodus 15:27 ESV). A 
well with bitter water like the one in the 
Bible known as Marah. “And when they 
came to Marah, they could not drink of the 
waters of Marah, for they were bitter: 
therefore the name of it was called 
Marah.” (Exodus 15:23 KJV).



• "Broken remnants of plain round 
marble pillars. Exodus 24:4 
mentions twelve pillars that Moses 
built at Mount Sinai."  (Terrence J. 
Hatch, Amazing Evidence: Grounds 
For Belief, 424-445 (Kindle Edition))  



BALAAM   



• "I n the country of Jordan, at an 
excavation site known as Deir 'Alla, 
a fragment of a text from the 
prophet Balaam was found which 
dates to at least 800 years before 
Christ. The discovery consists of 119 
broken plaster fragments inscribed 
with an ancient text written in the 
Aramaic language.  



• "One of the fragments is inscribed with 
the words “ Warnings given by Balaam, 
the son of Beor. A seer of the gods .” 
Also included in the text is the Aramaic 
word “Shadday,” which translated into 
English is “ the Almighty .” This is 
consistent with Balaam’s oracles given in 
the Old Testament."  (John Argubright, 
Bible Believer's Archaeology: Historical 
Evidence That Proves The Bible, 834-840 
(Kindle Edition); La Salle Illinois)  



TYPES AND ANTITYPES 



• "I used a term there that I should more fully 
explain. That term is “type.” What is a “type”? As 
I’m using it here, a type means “a figure, 
representation, or symbol of something to come. 
An Old Testament “type” pictures or foreshadows 
a person, event, or thing in the New Testament. 
The fulfillment is called the “antitype.” The 
antitype is the reality which fulfills the prophetic 
picture. These two words, type and antitype, are 
not words that theologians have conjured up. They 
are both words used by the New Testament 
writers. Our English word, type, is a direct 
transliteration of the Greek word tupos . (In former 
times, the Greek word was written as typos .)



• "In Romans 5:14, Paul declares that Adam “is a type 
( tupos ) of him that was to come,” who is Christ. 
Similarly, Peter uses the word “antitype” in 1 Peter 
3:21, where he writes, “There is also an antitype 
which now saves us— baptism (not the removal of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God), through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 3:21). Peter was referring to 
the flood of Noah’s day, explaining that it was a 
“type” or foreshadowing of Christian baptism. The 
Greek word for “antitype” is antitupon . Now, the 
study of Old Testament prophetic symbols and 
types— along with the New Testament fulfillments
— is called “typology.”...



• "“Type” is not the only word used in the New 
Testament to describe prophetic symbols and 
allegorical people in the Old Testament. Another 
Greek word they used was skia , which is often 
translated in English as “shadow.” In Colossians 2:17, 
Paul said, “Let no one judge you in food or in drink, or 
regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, which 
are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is 
of Christ” (Col. 2:16- 17). So Paul tells us that all of 
these various ceremonial things in the Mosaic Law 
were types or foreshadowings of things in 
Christianity. Another Greek word that is sometimes 
used to mean a prophetic type is the word parabole , 
from which we get our English word “parable.”



• "The writer of Hebrews uses it in 
Hebrews 9:9, where he says about the 
tabernacle that: ”It was symbolic for 
the present time in which both gifts 
and sacrifices are offered which cannot 
make him who performed the service 
perfect in regard to the conscience— 
concerned only with foods and drinks, 
various washings, and fleshly 
ordinances imposed until the time of 
reformation. 



• "But Christ came as High Priest of 
the good things to come, with the 
greater and more perfect 
tabernacle not made with hands, 
that is, not of this creation” (Heb. 
9:9- 11)."  (David Bercot, Shadows Of 
Christ In The Old Testament, 50-80 
(Kindle Edition); Amberson, PA: 
Scroll Publishing Company)  



• The rock from which the Hebrews drank 
foreshadowed Christ (Numbers 20; 1 
Corinthians 10:4)  

• The bronze serpent foreshadowed Christ 
(Numbers 21; John 3:14-15)  

• The manna which God provided for the people 
foreshadowed Christ (Numbers 11: John 
6:32-40)

• The "star" which Balaam saw coming out of 
Jacob is Christ (Numbers 24:17; Revelation 
22:16)  


