
RUTH


The Kinsman-Redeemer  



BOOK OVERVIEW  



AUTHOR  



• Jewish tradition atrributes this 
Book to the authorship of the 
Prophet Samuel (the last Judge).  



BASIC FACTS  



• The Book of Ruth was written between 
1046-1035 B.C.  

• It was written to the Jewish people, and was no 
doubt a l so wr i t ten to encourage the 
surrounding Gentile nations to seek the one 
true God of Israel.  

• Ruth tells the story of a young Gentile woman 
(Ruth) whose loyal love for God and her family 
(Naomi) leads her to leave her homeland and 
seek a new life in an alien country.  There, 
despite many hardships and difficulties, she is 
blessed by The Lord God of Israel.  



THE MAIN CHARACTERS 
OF THE BOOK OF RUTH



NAOMI  



• Naomi is the mother-in law of Ruth 
(Ruth 1:4).  She, her husband 
(Elimelech) and her two sons 
(Mahlon and Chilion) move from 
Bethelehem to Moab (a Gentile 
country) during a time of extreme 
famine (Ruth 1:1).  



RUTH



• Ruth is a Moabite woman who 
marries one of Ruth's sons (Ruth 
1:4-5).  She returns with her 
mother-in-law to Bethlehem and 
works to provide for her (Ruth 1:6).  



BOAZ



• Boaz is a wealthy member of 
Naomi's family who is gracious and 
kind to Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 2).  



KEY VERSE

• Ruth 1:16-But Ruth said: "Entreat me 
not to leave you, Or to turn back from 
following after you; For wherever you 
go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I 
will lodge; Your people shall be my 
people, And your God, my God.



CHAPTER OVERVIEW  



ONE



• Ruth 1:1-5-1      Now it came to pass, in the days when 
the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. 
And a certain man of Bethlehem, Judah, went to dwell 
in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two 
sons.  2     The name of the man was Elimelech, the name 
of his wife was Naomi, and the names of his two sons 
were Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem, 
Judah. And they went to the country of Moab and 
remained there.  3      Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, 
died; and she was left, and her two sons.  4      Now they 
took wives of the women of Moab: the name of the one 
was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth. And they 
dwelt there about ten years.  5     Then both Mahlon and 
Chilion also died; so the woman survived her two sons 
and her husband.



• Naomi's family migrates to Moab during a period 
of extreme famine in the land of Bethlehem.  

• While there, her sons marry Gentile women.  
There are indications that these women had 
come to faith in Jehovah God and had turned 
away from the gods of their peoples (Ruth 1:15).  

• Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem and 
encourages her daughter-in-laws to return to 
their former homes.  Even though they begin the 
journey back, one of them turns back (Ruth    
1:14).  Nevertheless, Ruth remains (Ruth 
1:15-17).  



• Returning to Bethlehem after ten 
years (Ruth 1:4), there were several 
women who remembered Naomi.  



• Ruth 1:19-21-19     Now the two of them went 
until they came to Bethlehem. And it 
happened, when they had come to 
Bethlehem, that all the city was excited 
because of them; and the women said, "Is 
this Naomi?"  20      But she said to them, "Do 
not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the 
Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  21 
     I went out full, and the LORD has brought 
me home again empty. Why do you call me 
Naomi, since the LORD has testified against 
me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?"



• The name "Naomi" literally means 
"Pleasant" and the name "Mara" means 
"Bitter."  

• Naomi's experiences had broken her 
spirit and caused her to become bitter, 
no doubt about God and her pain and 
suffering.  Having gone to a foreign land, 
she had been widowed and bereaved.   
Her life had not been easy, and still it 
was extremely difficult and complicated.  



CHAPTER TWO



• Here we are told about how Ruth 
sets out to work in order to provide 
for Naomi.  

• We are told:



• Ruth 2:1-3-1      There was a relative of 
Naomi's husband, a man of great wealth, of 
the family of Elimelech. His name was Boaz.  
2      So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, 
"Please let me go to the field, and glean 
heads of grain after him in whose sight I 
may find favor." And she said to her, "Go, 
my daughter."  3      Then she left, and went 
and gleaned in the field after the reapers. 
And she happened to come to the part of 
the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the 
family of Elimelech.



• Under the Old Testament, there was a 
specific law for those who were poor.  

• Basically, it stated that whenever 
workers harvested a field, whatever fell 
from the sheaves was to be left behind for 
the workers.  Further, the Hebrews were 
to leave some fruit on their trees when 
they were harvested.  This was intended 
to help provide food for the workers and 
their families, as well as for the poor and 
the non-Hebrews.  



• Leviticus 19:9-10-9     'When you reap 
the harvest of your land, you shall 
not wholly reap the corners of your 
field, nor shall you gather the 
gleanings of your harvest.  10      And 
you shall not glean your vineyard, 
nor shall you gather every grape of 
your vineyard; you shall leave them 
for the poor and the stranger: I am 
the LORD your God.



• Leviticus 23:22-When you reap the 
harvest of your land, you shall not 
wholly reap the corners of your field 
when you reap, nor shall you gather 
any gleaning from your harvest. You 
shall leave them for the poor and 
for the stranger: I am the LORD 
your God.' "



• Deuteronomy 24:19-22-19      "When you reap your 
harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, 
you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the 
LORD your God may bless you in all the work of 
your hands.  20      When you beat your olive trees, 
you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be 
for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.  21    
When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you 
shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow.  22      And 
you shall remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this 
thing.



• While Ruth is working in the fields, 
Boaz himself notices her.  



• Ruth 2:2-14-4      Now behold, Boaz came from 
Bethlehem, and said to the reapers, "The LORD be 
with you!" And they answered him, "The LORD bless 
you!"  5      Then Boaz said to his servant who was in 
charge of the reapers, "Whose young woman is this?"  
6      So the servant who was in charge of the reapers 
answered and said, "It is the young Moabite woman 
who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab.  
7      And she said, 'Please let me glean and gather after 
the reapers among the sheaves.' So she came and has 
continued from morning until now, though she rested a 
little in the house."  8      Then Boaz said to Ruth, "You 
will listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to 
glean in another field, nor go from here, but stay close 
by my young women. 



• 9      Let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go 
after them. Have I not commanded the young men not 
to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the 
vessels and drink from what the young men have 
drawn."  10      So she fell on her face, bowed down to the 
ground, and said to him, "Why have I found favor in your 
eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a 
foreigner?"  11      And Boaz answered and said to her, "It 
has been fully reported to me, all that you have done for 
your mother-in-law since the death of your husband, 
and how you have left your father and your mother and 
the land of your birth, and have come to a people whom 
you did not know before.  12      The LORD repay your 
work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge." 



• 13      Then she said, "Let me find favor in 
your sight, my lord; for you have 
comforted me, and have spoken kindly 
to your maidservant, though I am not 
like one of your maidservants."  14    
Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, 
"Come here, and eat of the bread, and 
dip your piece of bread in the vinegar." 
So she sat beside the reapers, and he 
passed parched grain to her; and she ate 
and was satisfied, and kept some back.



• Naomi realizes that Ruth has been 
richly blessed in her work.  When 
she asks Ruth about it, Ruth tells 
her that it is the kindness of Boaz 
that has provided her with these 
blessings.  



• Ruth 2:20-Then Naomi said to her 
daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he of 
the LORD, who has not forsaken His 
kindness to the living and the dead!" 
And Naomi said to her, "This man is 
a relation of ours, one of our close 
relatives."



• The phrase that was used here by 
Naomi has re ference to the 
kinsman-redeemer.  

• Under the Old Law, the close 
relative of a deceased man was to 
have children with his sister in law 
so that his brother's lineage could 
continue.  This was known as the 
Leverite Law.   



• Deuteronomy 25:5-10-5      "If brothers 
dwell together, and one of them dies and 
has no son, the widow of the dead man 
shall not be married to a stranger outside 
the family; her husband's brother shall go 
in to her, take her as his wife, and 
perform the duty of a husband's brother 
to her.  6      And it shall be that the 
firstborn son which she bears will succeed 
to the name of his dead brother, that his 
name may not be blotted out of Israel. 



• 7      But if the man does not want to take his 
brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to 
the gate to the elders, and say, 'My husband's 
brother refuses to raise up a name to his brother in 
Israel; he will not perform the duty of my husband's 
brother.'  8     Then the elders of his city shall call him 
and speak to him. But if he stands firm and says, 'I 
do not want to take her,'  9     then his brother's wife 
shall come to him in the presence of the elders, 
remove his sandal from his foot, spit in his face, and 
answer and say, 'So shall it be done to the man who 
will not build up his brother's house.'  10      And his 
name shall be called in Israel, 'The house of him 
who had his sandal removed.'



• Naomi recognizes that Boaz is 
smitten with Ruth (as he has 
displayed through his graciousness 
and attentiveness to her).  She 
recognizes that he is the kinsman/
redeemer (i.e., he is somehow kin to 
Ruth's deceased husband).   

• As such, she encourages Ruth to 
embark on a plan of sorts.  



CHAPTER 3 



• Ruth 3:2-5-2      Now Boaz, whose young women 
you were with, is he not our relative? In fact, 
he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing 
floor.  3      Therefore wash yourself and anoint 
yourself, put on your best garment and go 
down to the threshing floor; but do not make 
yourself known to the man until he has 
finished eating and drinking.  4      Then it shall 
be, when he lies down, that you shall notice 
the place where he lies; and you shall go in, 
uncover his feet, and lie down; and he will tell 
you what you should do."  5      And she said to 
her, "All that you say to me I will do."



• Ruth 3:7-9-7     And after Boaz had eaten and 
drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he went 
to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; 
and she came softly, uncovered his feet, 
and lay down.  8      Now it happened at 
midnight that the man was startled, and 
turned himself; and there, a woman was 
lying at his feet.  9      And he said, "Who are 
you?" So she answered, "I am Ruth, your 
maidservant. Take your maidservant under 
your wing, for you are a close relative."



• Here, Ruth proposes marriage to 
Boaz.  She acknowledges that he is 
the "close relative" (i.e., the goel).  

• Boaz responds by telling her: 



• Ruth 3:10-13-10      Then he said, "Blessed are you of 
the LORD, my daughter! For you have shown more 
kindness at the end than at the beginning, in that 
you did not go after young men, whether poor or 
rich.  11      And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will 
do for you all that you request, for all the people of 
my town know that you are a virtuous woman.  12    
Now it is true that I am a close relative; however, 
there is a relative closer than I.  13     Stay this night, 
and in the morning it shall be that if he will perform 
the duty of a close relative for you—good; let him 
do it. But if he does not want to perform the duty 
for you, then I will perform the duty for you, as the 
LORD lives! Lie down until morning."



• Boaz points out to Ruth that there 
was one relative who was of closer 
lineage to her deceased husband.  

• Boaz will find out if the man is 
interested in having Ruth as a wife; 
if he isn't, then he will gladly marry 
her.  



• Ruth 3:14-So she lay at his feet until 
morning, and she arose before one 
could recognize another. Then he 
said, "Do not let it be known that 
the woman came to the threshing 
floor."



• Boaz wants to protect the reputation 
of Ruth; some might accuse her of 
prostitution.  

• It is interesting to notice through this 
entire exchange that Boaz points out 
that Ruth is a woman of "virtue" or 
"honor" (Ruth 3:11).  This implies that 
she had not committed sexual sin 
with Boaz (cf. Proverbs 12:4; 31:10).  



CHAPTER 4



• Ruth 4:1-6 (CEV)-1      In the meanwhile, Boaz had gone 
to the meeting place at the town gate and was sitting 
there when the other close relative came by. So Boaz 
invited him to come over and sit down, and he did.  2    
Then Boaz got ten of the town leaders and also asked 
them to sit down. After they had sat down,  3     he said 
to the man: Naomi has come back from Moab and is 
selling the land that belonged to her husband 
Elimelech.  4     I am telling you about this, since you are 
his closest relative and have the right to buy the 
property. If you want it, you can buy it now. These ten 
men and the others standing here can be witnesses. 
But if you don't want the property, let me know, 
because I am next in line. The man replied, "I will buy 
it!" 



• 5      "If you do buy it from Naomi," 
Boaz told him, "you must also 
marry Ruth. Then if you have a son 
by her, the property will stay in the 
family of Ruth's first husband."  6    
The man answered, "If that's the 
case, I don't want to buy it! That 
would make problems with the 
property I already own. You may 
buy it yourself, because I cannot."



• U n d e r t h e O l d L a w , o n e o f t h e 
responsibilities of the goel was to buy the 
property of their kin who were unable to 
afford it themselves (Leviticus 25:23-28).  
He would then be able to help his family 
who was struggling.  

• Boaz pointed out that this land being sold 
by Naomi rightfully should be redeemed 
by this man; however, there is a catch.  
According to the levirate law, he must 
also marry Ruth.  



• According to this law, the firstborn child of 
the union between this man and Ruth would 
retain the rights to Naomi's land.  

• The man may have been afraid that there 
would be legal complications between his 
children in the future as a result.  Or it could 
mean that he would not be able to afford to 
care for both families as he would be 
required to.  

• So, he authorizes Boaz to buy the land and 
marry Ruth.  



• The chapter goes on to explain that 
Ruth and Boaz are married.  Naomi 
is also richly blessed by God in the 
joys of her new family.  

• We are also informed that Ruth and 
Boaz's great grandson was none 
other than king David himself.  



PROMINENT EVENTS/
THEMES/PERSONS  



RUTH AND OLD 
TESTAMENT EVANGELISM



• The Book of Ruth teaches us again 
that the God of the Old Testament 
was concerned with the souls of 
those who were not Hebrews.  

• He invited each person to enter into 
covenant relationship with Him.  

• T h e H e b r e w s w e r e t o b e 
missionaries in the world.  



• Exodus 19:6-And you shall be to Me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.' These are the words which 
you shall speak to the children of 
Israel."  



• "Her relation to the nations. Israel is to be a 
kingdom of priests, again variously translated 
as a "royal priesthood" (Septuagint), "a 
priestly kingdom" (Vulgate), "kingdom of 
pr ies t s" (Pesh i t to ) , and "k ings and 
pr iests" (Targum) . Aga in , whatever 
translation we may prefer, the fact is clear 
that Israel is God's priest and is to perform a 
priestly ministry in the world. She is to be 
God's mediator. No priest exists unto 
himself; he has value and meaning only as a 
mediator...



• "It is a profound fact that "the hymn of 
praise is missionary preaching par 
excellence," especially when we realize 
that such missionary preaching is 
supported in the Psalms by more than 
175 references of a universalistic note 
relating to the nations of the world. 
Many of them bring hope of salvation 
to the nations. This was a most 
astounding discovery for me some 
years ago.d



• "The believer will be greatly enriched in his 
missionary thinking by reading through the 
Psalms and underlining all references relating 
to the nations of the earth. Indeed, the Psalter 
is one of the greatest missionary books in the 
world, though seldom seen from that point of 
view. Not only are the Psalms permeated with 
references of universal connotation, but whole 
psa lms are miss ionary messages and 
challenges. Study carefully Psalm 2, 33, 66, 72, 
98, 117, 145. The impact of such hymnody 
must have been profound upon a spiritually 
minded people...



• "Thus universality of salvation pervades the 
entire Old Testament. It is not peripheral but 
rather constitutes the intent of Old Testament 
revelation because it constitutes the dominant 
purpose of the call, life and ministry of Israel. 
The Old Testament does not contain missions; 
it is itself "missions" sions" in the world. Like a 
lonely voice in the wilderness the Old 
Testament boldly proclaims revelational ethical 
monotheism in protest to Greek, Egyptian, and 
early Indian henotheism - the multitudinous 
systems of surrounding polytheism and 
incipient philosophical Eastern monism.



• "Raised up by God to declare normative 
religion, it has been assailed from its 
beginning and repeatedly threatened with 
destruction and corruption, but God has 
graciously and miraculously preserved both 
the books of i ts content (the Old 
Testament) and the people as its bearer 
(Israel). Indeed the Old Testament is a 
missionary book and Israel a missionary 
people."  (George W. Peters, A Biblical 
Theology Of Missions,1302-1513 (Kindle 
Edition); Chicago; Moody Press)



RUTH: THE IMAGE OF 
LOYALTY  



• Ruth 1:16-17-16      But Ruth said: 
"Entreat me not to leave you, Or to 
turn back from following after you; For 
wherever you go, I will go; And 
wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your 
people shall be my people, And your 
God, my God.  17     Where you die, I will 
die, And there will I be buried. The 
LORD do so to me, and more also, If 
anything but death parts you and me."



RUTH: THE HARD 
WORKER



• Ruth 2:2-2      So Ruth the Moabitess 
said to Naomi, "Please let me go to 
the field, and glean heads of grain 
after him in whose sight I may find 
favor." And she said to her, "Go, my 
daughter."

• Ruth 2:17-So she gleaned in the field 
until evening, and beat out what she 
had gleaned, and it was about an 
ephah of barley.  



• Ruth stands out as a great example 
of the hard work ethic found 
throughout the Bible.  



• Genesis 2:15-Then the LORD God 
took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to tend and keep it.



• Ecclesiastes 3:11-13-11      He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. Also 
He has put eternity in their hearts, 
except that no one can find out the 
work that God does from beginning to 
end.  12      I know that nothing is better 
for them than to rejoice, and to do 
good in their lives,  13      and also that 
every man should eat and drink and 
enjoy the good of all his labor—it is the 
gift of God.



• Ecclesiastes 9:10-Whatever your 
hand finds to do, do it with your 
might; for there is no work or 
device or knowledge or wisdom in 
the grave where you are going.  



• Colossians 3:22-24-22      Bondservants, 
obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh, not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in 
sincerity of heart, fearing God.  23    
And whatever you do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord and not to men, 24    
knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; 
for you serve the Lord Christ.  



• 2 Thessalonians 3:10-For even when 
we were with you, we commanded 
you this: If anyone will not work, 
neither shall he eat.



RUTH: HER MARRIAGE 
PROPOSAL    



• Ruth 3:4-7-4      Then it shall be, when he lies 
down, that you shall notice the place where 
he lies; and you shall go in, uncover his feet, 
and lie down; and he will tell you what you 
should do."  5      And she said to her, "All that 
you say to me I will do."  6     So she went down 
to the threshing floor and did according to all 
that her mother-in-law instructed her.  7    
And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his 
heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the 
end of the heap of grain; and she came softly, 
uncovered his feet, and lay down.  



• Here we come to a very odd and 
"risqué" text of Scripture.  

• Let's notice some interesting 
elements of it.  



• First, Naomi sees herself as the 
protector of Ruth.  As such, she 
wants to see her find a husband.  By 
doing this, she shows that she has a 
care for her that is maternal in 
nature.  



• Second, she encourages Ruth to go to to 
Boaz.  She needs to wash and put on 
perfume; then she needs to go to the 
threshing floor where he will be.  

• The threshing floor was a place of public 
commerce in that day and age, similar to 
what we might think of as a flea market or a 
shopping mall.  

• All of this is well and good: but it is when we 
get to this idea of "uncovering his feet" that 
things really get strange.  



• "3:4 / Instead of Uncover his feet and lie down, 
the Syriac reads, “you shall draw near and lie 
down near his feet” (wtqrbyn wtdmkyn lwt 
rglwhy) . The word for “feet,” as is well known, 
can be a euphemism for “genitalia” (1 Sam. 
24:4; Isa. 6:2). Syr would have Ruth “uncover” 
nothing (the verb is conspicuously absent in 
Syr). Targum has Naomi add, “and you shall 
request counsel from him” (wth’ sh’yl’ mynyh 
’yt’) . Both options are more politically correct 
than textually precise. Both deal with the 
sexua l tens ion in th i s encounter by 
euphemizing it.



• "Naomi does not tell Ruth to 
uncover “his feet” (Hb. raglayw) but 
rather the “place of his feet” ( MT 
margelotayw ). This is a rare term 
found only four times in the Hebrew 
Bible (three of which are in this 
chapter, 3:4, 7, 8). In Modern 
Hebrew this word denotes “the 
place for the feet, the bottom,” for 
example, of a bedstead.



• "The versions offer little interpretive help. 
LXX reads “you shall uncover the things (?) 
near his feet” (apokalupseis ta pros podon 
autou) , a translation that does little more 
than recognize the problem, not resolve it. 
Syr reads “his feet” (rglwhy) , as does Tg 
(ryglwy) , even though the more closely 
equivalent term (mrglwtyw) is readily 
available in Tg’s lexicon. In sum, Naomi tells 
Ruth to do something risky, but precisely 
how much of this can be characterized as 
sexual should remain an open question...



• "That nothing more takes place until the 
middle of the night implies that Ruth has 
to lie down next to Boaz for more than 
just a few minutes. Anyone who has ever 
camped outside in a strange place will 
identify with this scene. This may be one 
of the longest nights of Ruth’s life. 
Something startled the man (lit. “the 
man trembled,” kharad ). Like Isaac 
(Gen. 27:33), Elihu (Job 37:1), and Saul (1 
Sam. 28:5), Boaz trembles.  



• "Perhaps Boaz is startled by a Job- like nightmare 
experience: “You will lie down, with no one to 
make you tremble” ( kharad , Zophar to Job in 
11:19, my translation). Targum poetically 
speculates that Boaz’s “trembling” (rtt) is the 
trembling of “tenderness” (rkk) but quickly adds 
that Boaz feels no “erotic desire” for Ruth ( yts 
ryh, Tg. Ruth 3:8). Perhaps Boaz is startled by 
Ruth’s elbow in his ribs!"  (J. Gorden HHarris, 
C h e r y l A . B r o w n , M i c h a e l S . M o o r e , 
Understanding The Bible Commentary Series: 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 333-338 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)  



• The text seems to suggest that Ruth 
does something which is "suggestive" 
although not overtly so.  There are 
also strong textual clues which show 
that Ruth did not engage in sexual 
sin (cf. Ruth 3:11, 14).  

• Further, the text suggests that Ruth 
invites Boaz to marry her and to 
become her "kinsman redeemer."   



• Ruth 3:9-And he said, "Who are 
you?" So she answered, "I am Ruth, 
your maidservant. Take your 
maidservant under your wing, for 
you are a close relative."  



• "Ruth’s request to “spread the corner of 
your garment” is a term that readers 
should recognize. In Ezekiel, the 
prophet used the image of marriage to 
illustrate God’s relationship with Israel. 
The prophet used the same expression, 
“I spread the corner of my garment over 
you...” (Ezek. 16:8) as a symbolic gesture 
for the marriage covenant. Ruth is 
asking Boaz to marry her— a very 
daring request from a woman to a man.



• "However, the words Ruth uses 
reflect Boaz’s own words back in his 
field in Ruth 2:12: “under whose 
wings [God’s] you have come to 
take refuge.” (The words wings and 
corner are the same word in 
Hebrew.) Being covered by Boaz’s 
garment represents God’s own 
covering of Ruth.



• "However, Ruth not only requests Boaz to 
marry her, but she goes beyond her own 
needs and future and requests that Boaz 
also redeem (buy back) Elimelek’s land for 
Naomi, which would then provide a secure 
future for Naomi. Ruth’s ability to think 
beyond herself and consider her mother- 
in- law’s needs shows her commitment to 
Naomi."  (Rose Publishing, Ruth: The 
Triumph Of Loyalty And Love-Loss, Love, 
And Redemption,198-206 (Kindle Edition))  



THE KINSMAN-
REDEEMER    



• Ruth 2:20-Then Naomi said to her 
daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he of 
the LORD, who has not forsaken His 
kindness to the living and the dead!" 
And Naomi said to her, "This man is 
a relation of ours, one of our close 
relatives."



• "The Hebrew word translated "one of our 
close relatives" is goel. It is a technical term 
that means much more than "kinsman." The 
goel was a relative ative who came to the 
rescue. The word goel includes the idea of 
redemption, tion, or deliverance. In fact, in 
order to express the idea more perfectly in 
English, Old Testament scholars sometimes 
speak of the goelas a "kinsman-redeemer." 
redeemer." In Scripture, the word is 
sometimes translated as "redeemer" (Job 19:25 
NKJV) and sometimes as "avenger" (Num. 
35:12 NKJV).



• "A goel was usually a prominent male in one's 
extended family. He was the official guardian of the 
family's honor. If the occasion arose, he would be 
the one to avenge the blood of a murdered relative 
(Josh. 20:2-9). He could buy back family lands sold in 
times of hardship (Lev. 25:23-28). He could pay the 
redemption-price for family members sold into 
slavery (Lev. 25:47-49). Or (if he were a single man 
or widower and thus eligible to marry) he could 
revive the family lineage when someone died 
without an heir by marrying the widow and 
fathering offspring who would inherit the name and 
the property of the one who had died.



• "This was known as the law of levitate 
marriage, and Deuteronomy 25:5-10 
presented it as a duty in cases where 
one brother (obviously unmarried and 
presumably younger) was living in the 
household of a married brother who 
died. If the surviving brother refused 
to fulfill the duty of the goel by 
marrying his brother's widow, he was 
treated with contempt by all of 
society.  



• "The Old Testament places a great 
deal of emphasis on the role of the 
goel . There was a significant 
redemptive aspect to this person's 
function.



• "Every kinsman-redeemer was, in effect, a 
living illustration of the position and work of 
Christ with respect to His people: He is our 
true Kinsman-Redeemer, Redeemer, who 
becomes our human Brother, buys us back 
from our bondage to evil, redeems our lives 
from death, and ultimately returns to us 
everything we lost because of our sin."  (John 
MacArthur, Twelve Extraordinary Women: 
How God Shaped Women Of The Bible, And 
What He Wants To Do With You, 79-80 (Kindle 
Edition); Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson)



NAOMI



• P e r h a p s o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t 
examples of faith in the Bible is 
found in Naomi.  

• We read throughout the Book of 
Ruth how she deals with her 
suffering.  Having gone through the 
trials that she did, it is no wonder 
that her faith was severely tested.  

• In many ways, she is like Job.  



• Job 9:22-24-22      It is all one thing; 
Therefore I say, 'He destroys the 
blameless and the wicked.'  23      If 
the scourge slays suddenly, He 
laughs at the plight of the innocent.  
24     The earth is given into the hand 
of the wicked. He covers the faces 
of its judges. If it is not He, who else 
could it be?



• Job 30:21 (ISV)-You changed toward 
me, and now you're cruel to me; 
with your mighty hand you are 
persecuting me;



• Job struggled with the concept of 
the goodness and love of God in the 
midst of his suffering and trials.  

• It is tempting to believe that our 
suffering is always a result of our 
own personal sins.  Job wondered 
about this:



• Job 13:26-For You write bitter 
things against me, And make me 
inherit the iniquities of my youth.  



• Job's friends no doubt had this idea 
of suffering; they believed that Job 
was suffering because of his sins.  

• However, this simply was not true 
(as the Book of Job demonstrates).  

• The danger in attributing all suffering 
to personal sin is the basis of the 
horrible doctrine known as karma.  



"The incredible aspect of this teaching is that the more 
painful one’s existence, the more certain that the previous 
life is successfully paying its dues. So that when one 
picks up the body of a little child, deformed from birth, 
karma is in operation. One might not wish to admit this, 
but that is the existential reality of this teaching. Some 
years ago, I was told of a group of missionaries and their 
families who had been killed in a bus accident near a 
village in a Buddhist country. Within minutes, the bus was 
ransacked and the bodies pillaged for loot. The reason— 
those who died were only receiving their karma, and there 
is nothing wrong in taking what is left from one who is 
paying his or her dues."  (Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among 
Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian 
Message (Nashville, TN: Word Publishing), 122- 123.)  



• Like in Job's case, we are not expressly 
told about why God allowed the 
sufferings that Naomi endured.  

• We do, however, see that God brought 
good through the sufferings that He 
allowed (just as He did with Job).  

• Bottom line: the good in the world 
always outweighs the bad.  Sometimes 
it is just too difficult for us to see it.  



"Eddie saw great things and near misses. Albert Einstein as a child, not 
quite struck by a runaway milk-wagon as he crossed a street. A teenage 
boy named Albert Schweitzer getting out of a bathtub and not quite 
stepping on the cake of soap lying beside the pulled plug. A Nazi 
Oberleutnant burning a piece of paper with the date and place of the D-
Day invasion written on it. He saw a man who intended to poison the 
entire water supply of Denver die of a heart attack in a roadside rest 
stop on I-80 in Iowa with a bag of McDonald’s french fries on his lap. He 
saw a terrorist wired up with explosives suddenly turn away from a 
crowded restaurant in a city that might have been Jerusalem. The 
terrorist had been transfixed by nothing more than the sky, and the 
thought that it arced above the just and unjust alike. He saw four men 
rescue a little boy from a monster whose entire head seemed to consist 
of a single eye. But more important than any of these was the vast, 
accretive weight of small things, from planes which hadn’t crashed to 
men and women who had come to the correct place at the perfect time 
and thus founded generations.



• "He saw kisses exchanged in doorways and 
wallets returned and men who had come to a 
splitting of the way and chosen the right fork. 
He saw a thousand random meetings that 
weren’t random, ten thousand right decisions, a 
hundred thousand right answers, a million acts 
of unacknowledged kindness. He saw the old 
people of River Crossing and Roland kneeling in 
the dust for Aunt Talitha’s blessing; again 
heard her giving it freely and gladly. Heard her 
telling him to lay the cross she had given him at 
the foot of the Dark Tower and speak the name 
of Talitha Unwin at the far end of the earth.



• "He saw the Tower itself in the burning folds 
of the rose and for a moment understood its 
purpose: how it distributed its lines of force to 
all the worlds that were and held them steady 
in time’s great helix. For every brick that 
landed on the ground instead of some little 
kid’s head, for every tornado that missed the 
trailer park, for every missile that didn’t fly, 
for every hand stayed from violence, there was 
the Tower."  (Stephen King, The Dark Tower V: 
Wolves Of The Calla, 194-195 (Kindle Edition); 
Hampton Falls, New Hampshire: Donald M. 
Grant Publisher, Inc.)  



NAOMI SHOWS US WE CAN 
LEARN TO TRUST GOD



"But these questions also point to God’s wisdom and care.  
These are not simply questions about power.  Their 
function is not simply to remind Job of God’s power, but 
also to remind him of God’s wisdom and care.  The 
questions are not arbitrary; they move from God’s creative 
work when he laid the foundations of the world (38:4-7) and 
contro l led the chaot ic waters (38:8-11) to h is 
transcendence over the chaos of the wicked and death 
(38:12-21), control over the waters (snow, rain, rivers) of 
the earth (38:22-30, 34-38), and his regulation of the stars 
and seasons (38:31-33).  The questions then move to the 
animal kingdom and God’s management of his living 
creatures.  The questions are not just about knowledge but 
about care. 



• "God asks if Job “knows” (e.g., 39:1), but he 
also asks whether Job can manage this creation 
and care for it the way God does.  Does Job 
hunt for the lion (38:39), feed the young ravens 
(38:41), give the wild donkey his home (39:6), 
use the wild ox in hi service (39:9-12), care for 
the ostrich even though she has no sense 
(39:12-18), and give the horse his strength 
(39:19)?  God asks, “Does the hawk take flight 
by your wisdom (39:26), or “does the eagle 
soar at your command? (39:27).  Through his 
power God manages his creation with wisdom 
and care. 



• " G o d ’ s c r e a t i o n i s n o t t h e 
playground of his power but the 
nursery of his care.  The world is 
not out of control; God is managing 
it quite nicely."  (John Mark Hicks, 
Yet Will I Trust Him: Understanding 
God In A Suffering World, 173-174 
(emphasis added, M.T.); Joplin, MO; 
College Press Publishing Company)  


