
SECOND KINGS



BOOK OVERVIEW



AUTHORSHIP

• Jeremiah the Prophet wrote 1 & 2 Kings.  

• In the Hebrew canon of Scripture, these 
two Books are actually one.  

• For detai led information on the 
authorship and date of the Book, see the 
lesson on 1 Kings.  



CHAPTER DIVISIONS 

• Second Kings has 25 chapters.  



THEME

• The history of the decline and 
destruction of Israel and Judah.  

• This Book highlights the dangerous 
results of ungodly leaders and 
unrighteousness reigning in a nation 
(cf. Proverbs 14:34).  



KEY VERSE
• 2 Kings 17:13-14-13      Yet the LORD testified 

against Israel and against Judah, by all of His 
prophets, every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil 
ways, and keep My commandments and My 
statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you 
by My servants the prophets."  14      Nevertheless 
they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like 
the necks of their fathers, who did not believe in 
the LORD their God.



SPECIAL NOTE # ONE

• 1 and 2 Samuel (written by Samuel, 
Nathan, and Gad) were written BEFORE 
the monarchy: 1 and 2 Kings (written by 
Jeremiah the Prophet) were written 
DURING the monarchy: and 1 and 2 
Chronicles (written by Ezra the Scribe) 
were written AFTER the monarchy.  



SPECIAL NOTE # TWO

• Almost all of the Bible Prophets (Isaiah-Malachi) 
preached and wrote during the time frame of 2 
Kings (with the exceptions of Haggai, Zechariah, 
and Malachi).  

• As such, the following slides show the Bible 
Prophets, the meaning of their names, the times 
in which they preached, the Scripture references 
of the specified times they preached, and the 
audience to whom they preached.  



PROPHET
MEANING 
OF NAME TIME

SCRIPTURE 
TIME PERIOD

OBADIAH "Worshipper 
Of Jehovah"

840-830 
B.C. 2 Kins 8-12

AUDIENCE

Judah

JOEL "Jehovah Is 
God" 830-820 B.C. 2 Kings 12 Judah

JONAH "Dove" 780-760 B.C. 2 Kings 14 Israel/
Assyria

AMOS "Burden-
Bearer"

755-750 B.C. 2 Kings 14 Israel

HOSEA "Salvation"  760-710 B.C. 2 Kings 14-17 Israel

ISAIAH "Jehovah Is 
Salvation"

740-690 B.C. 2 Kings 15-21 Judah

MICAH "Who Is Like 
Jehovah"

735-700 B.C. 2 Kings 15-20 Judah



PROPHET
MEANING 
OF NAME TIME

SCRIPTURE 
TIME PERIOD

NAHUM "COMPASSI
ONATE"

650-620 
B.C.

2 KINGS 
21-23

AUDIENCE

Judah

ZEPHANI
AH

"Hidden By 
Jehovah" 630-620 B.C.  2 Kings 22-23 Judah

HABAKKUK "Embraced" 620-615 B.C.  2 Kings 22-24 Judah

JEREMIAH "Established 
By Jehovah"

625-585 B.C.  2 Kings 22-25 Judah

EZEKIEL "Strength Of 
God"  593-570 B.C. 2 Kings 24-25

Captives In 
Babylon

DANIEL
"God Is 

My 
Judge"

606-530 
B.C.

2 Kings 
23-25; 

Ezra 1-4

Captives 
In 

Babylon 



PROPHET MEANING 
OF NAME TIME SCRIPTURE 

TIME PERIOD

HAGGA
I "Festal" 520-?  Ezra 5-6

AUDIENC
E

The 
Return

ZECHARI
AH

"Remem
bered By 
Jehovah"

520-480 
B.C.  Ezra 5-6 The 

Return

MALACHI
"My 

Messeng
er" 

430-408 
B.C.  

Nehemi
ah 13

The 
Return



SPECIAL NOTE # 3
• There are two especially pivotal chapters in 2 Kings that 

the student of the Bible must be aware of: 

• 1)  2 Kings 17 details the defeat of the nation of Israel (i.e., 
the northern ten tribes who rebelled against Rehoboam in 
1 Kings 12) by Assyria: 

• II)  2 Kings 24-25 details the defeat of Judah (i.e., the tribes 
of Judah and Benjaim who remained faithful to Rehoboam) 
by Babylon.  The attacks happened in 606, 597, and 586 
B.C.  The Captivity lasted seventy years.  They returned 
under Zerubbabel (536), Ezra (457), and Nehemiah (444).  



CHAPTER OVERVIEW



1-5 (853-850 B.C.)



• Elijah brings fire from Heaven on 
Ahaziah's messengers; death of 
Ahaziah (1).  

• Elijah divides the Jordan River; Elisha 
requests a double portion of Elijah's 
Prophetic power; Elijah is taken up 
to Heaven in a chariot of fire; Elisha 
divides the Jordan; he heals the 
waters; "children" mock Elijah (2).  



• Moab rebels against Israel, and is 
defeated (3).  

• Elisha provides oil miraculously for 
the widow of one of the Prophets to 
sell and pay her debt; he raises the 
Shunamite's dead son; provides food 
for one hundred men with twenty 
loaves of bread (4).  

• Naaman's leprosy is healed (5).  



• 2 Kings 5:10-14-10      And Elisha sent a messenger to him, 
saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your 
flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean."  11     But 
Naaman became furious, and went away and said, "Indeed, I 
said to myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and stand and 
call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand 
over the place, and heal the leprosy.'  12     Are not the Abanah 
and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So 
he turned and went away in a rage.  13      And his servants 
came near and spoke to him, and said, "My father, if the 
prophet had told you to do something great, would you not 
have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, 
'Wash, and be clean'?"  14     So he went down and dipped seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of 
God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, 
and he was clean.



6-10 (849-841 B.C.)



• Elisha causes an iron axe head to 
float; the blinded Syrian army 
captured; the spiritual world 
unveiled for Elisha's servant; Ben-
Hadad of Syria besieges Samaria (6).  



• 2 Kings 6:15-17-15      And when the servant of 
the man of God arose early and went out, 
there was an army, surrounding the city with 
horses and chariots. And his servant said to 
him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?"  16    
So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are with 
them."  17      And Elisha prayed, and said, 
"LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." 
Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young 
man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha.



• Israel is delivered from the Syrians (7)  

• The king restores the Shunammite's land; 
Ben-Hadad of Syria is smothered to death 
by his servant Hazael, who then becomes 
king of Syria; Jehoram reigns in Judah (8).  

• Jehu becomes king in Israel; Jezebel is 
eaten by dogs, as prophesied by Elijah (9).  

• Ahab's seventy sons are murdered; Jehu 
follows in the sins of Jeroboam (10).  



11-16 (841-735 B.C.)  



• Athaliah reigns in Judah for six years; she is slain; 
Jehoiada reigns and restores the worship of Jehovah to 
the land (11). 

• Jehoash repairs the temple, and is later slain by his 
servants (12).  

• Jehoahaz reigns in Israel; he leads the people away from 
God; the death of Elisha; continuing war with Syria (13).  

• Amaziah reigns in Judah (14).  

• Azariah reigns in Judah (15).  

• Ahaz's wicked reign in Judah; succeeded by Hezekiah 
(16).  



17 (732 B.C.)  



• This chapter chronicles the destruction 
of the northern kingdom of Israel.  

• The nation of Assyria took them 
captive.  This was due to their 
continued rebellion against God and 
their refusal to repent of their sins.

• The Assyrians repopulated the land, 
and eventually they married the few 
Hebrews who had been left in the land.    



• 2 Kings 17:5-18-5      Now the king of Assyria went 
throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria and 
besieged it for three years.

• 6      In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took 
Samaria and carried Israel away to Assyria, and placed 
them in Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in 
the cities of the Medes.

• 7      For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned 
against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out 
of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt; and they had feared other gods,

• 8      and had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the 
LORD had cast out from before the children of Israel, and 
of the kings of Israel, which they had made.



• 9      Also the children of Israel secretly did against the 
LORD their God things that were not right, and they 
built for themselves high places in all their cities, from 
watchtower to fortified city.

• 10      They set up for themselves sacred pillars and 
wooden images on every high hill and under every 
green tree.

• 11      There they burned incense on all the high places, 
like the nations whom the LORD had carried away 
before them; and they did wicked things to provoke 
the LORD to anger,

• 12      for they served idols, of which the LORD had said 
to them, "You shall not do this thing."



• 13      Yet the LORD testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of 
His prophets, every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways, and 
keep My commandments and My statutes, according to all the law 
which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by My 
servants the prophets."

• 14     Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like 
the necks of their fathers, who did not believe in the LORD their 
God.

• 15      And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had 
made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified 
against them; they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after 
the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the LORD 
had charged them that they should not do like them.

• 16     So they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, made 
for themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden 
image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.



• 17      And they caused their sons and 
daughters to pass through the fire, 
practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, 
and sold themselves to do evil in the 
sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to 
anger.

• 18      Therefore the LORD was very 
angry with Israel, and removed them 
from His sight; there was none left 
but the tribe of Judah alone.



18-23 (728-622 B.C.)  



• Hezekiah's godly reforms in Judah; the 
Assyrians threaten to destroy Judah if they do 
not surrender to them (18).  

• Hezekiah is comforted by Isaiah the Prophet; an 
angel of God destroys 185, 000 Assyrian 
soldiers; Sennacherib king of Assyria returns to 
his land where he is later murdered (19).  

• Hezekiah's life is extended by fifteen years; 
Isaiah creates medicine to cure Hezekiah; the 
king boasts of his prosperity to visitors from the 
rising nation of Babylon; death of Hezekiah (20).  



• King Manasseh reigns in Judah; he repents of his 
terrible wickedness (2 Chronicles 33) (21).  

• Josiah becomes king of Judah at eight years old; 
the Book of the Law if found in the temple and 
Josiah plans to restore the worship of Jehovah in 
the land; the prophecy of Jerusalem's 
destruction is foretold (22).   

• Josiah restores the worship of God to the land; 
he is slain in battle; Jehoahaz reigns wickedly for 
three months; the Pharaoh of Egypt arrests him 
and puts Eliakim the son of Josiah on the throne 
of Israel (23).  



24 (606 B.C.)



• This chapter documents the destruction of Judah by 
king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.  

• The last three kings of Judah were Jehoiakim, 
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah.  

• There were three terrible wars between Babylon and 
Judah: they occurred in 606, 597, and 586.  Jeremiah 
was preaching to the people during the horrible 
events.  

• God declared that the people would be in captivity 
for seventy years in Babylon and then returned to 
their land to begin rebuilding for the coming Messiah, 
and many of the people are taken captive to Babylon.



• Jeremiah 29:10-For thus says the 
LORD: After seventy years are 
completed at Babylon, I will visit 
you and perform My good word 
toward you, and cause you to return 
to this place.  



• 2 Kings 24:14-16-14      Also he carried into 
captivity all Jerusalem: all the captains and all 
the mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, 
and all the craftsmen and smiths. None 
remained except the poorest people of the land.  
15      And he carried Jehoiachin captive to 
Babylon. The king's mother, the king's wives, his 
officers, and the mighty of the land he carried 
into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.  16    
All the valiant men, seven thousand, and 
craftsmen and smiths, one thousand, all who 
were strong and fit for war, these the king of 
Babylon brought captive to Babylon.



25 (586 B.C.) 



• After the fall of Jerusalem in 606, 
Gedaliah was made the "governor" 
of Judah under Babylon.  

• However, the Jews rebelled against 
him and killed him.  Shortly after, 
many of the Jews flee to Egypt, 
kidnapping Jeremiah the Prophet 
and taking him with them.  



• Jeremiah 43:5-6-5     But Johanan the son of 
Kareah and all the captains of the forces 
took all the remnant of Judah who had 
returned to dwell in the land of Judah, 
from all nations where they had been 
driven—  6      men, women, children, the 
king's daughters, and every person whom 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had 
left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the 
son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet 
and Baruch the son of Neriah.



• 2 Kings 25:9-12-9     He burned the house of the 
LORD and the king's house; all the houses of 
Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, 
he burned with fire.  10      And all the army of 
the Chaldeans who were with the captain of 
the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem 
all around.  11     Then Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard carried away captive the rest of 
the people who remained in the city and the 
defectors who had deserted to the king of 
Babylon, with the rest of the multitude.  12    
But the captain of the guard left some of the 
poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers.



SPECIAL STUDIES



ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
SENNACHERIB'S SIEGE  



• "The Bible records that Hezekiah's 
efforts to fortify the walls and bring 
water to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
salem, along with his prayers, were 
successful. Sennacherib's nacherib's 
siege of the Judean cities succeeded 
until he came to Jerusalem, where 
185,000 Assyrian ian troops were killed 
overnight by the angel of the Lord (2 
Kings 19:35-37; Isaiah iah 37:36-38).  



• "According to 2 Kings 19:36-37, this event 
prompted Sennacherib to return to 
Nineveh in disgrace, and 20 years later (681 
BC) he was killed by his sons Adrammelech 
and Sharezer while worshipping shipping 
his god Nisroch. This assassination tion was 
a fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy directed 
to Hezekiah that Sennacherib would return 
home and fall by the sword in his own land 
(Isaiah 37:7). Sennacherib's death is also 
confirmed in the Babylonian Chronicles...



• "The discovery of the Taylor Prism (a 
hexagonal clay prism written in 
Akkadian cuneiform) in 1830 at 
Sennacherib's palace in Nineveh, along 
with a second ond identical record 
known as the Prism of Sennacherib 
erib (or Annals of Sennacherib), 
historically confirms the biblical 
account of the Jerusalem siege. The 
annals, dating to 701 BC, read as 
follows: 



• "As to Hezekiah, the Jew, he did not 
submit to my yoke, I laid siege to 46 of 
his strong cities, walled forts and to 
countless small villages in their 
vicinity, and conquered (them) by 
means of well-stamped (earth-)ramps, 
battering-rams rams brought by (thus) 
near (to the walls) (combined with) the 
attack by foot soldiers, (using) mines, 
breeches as well as sapper work.



• "I drove out (of them) 200,150 people, 
young and old, male and female, 
horses, mules, donkeys, keys, camels, 
big and small cattle beyond counting, 
and considered them booty. Himself 
[Hezekiah] I made a prisoner in 
Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a 
bird in a cage. I surrounded him with 
earthwork in order to molest those 
who were leaving his city's gate.



• "His towns which I had plundered, I 
took away from his country and 
gave them (over) to Mitinti, king of 
Ash-dod, dod, Padi king of Ekron, 
and S i l l ibe l , k ing of Gaza . . . . 
Hezekiah himself, whom the terror-
inspiring inspiring splendor of my 
lordship had overwhelmed... .*  



• "The annals continue on to describe 
how Hezekiah had sent tribute to 
Sennacherib in an effort to buy 
peace, something Isaiah had warned 
him not to do. However, we 
understand several things from 
Sennacherib's account contained in 
the annals of the s iege that 
correspond to the biblical record:



• " 1 ) H e z e k i a h d i d n o t s u b m i t t o 
Sennacherib's army. 2) Sennacherib laid the 
Judean cities waste. 3) Sennacherib 
surrounded rounded Jerusa lem. 4 ) 
Sennacherib's boasting and splendor 
appears to have negatively affected 
Hezekiah. 5) Neither the Bible nor the 
anna l s record that Jerusa lem was 
conquered. quered. If in fact Sennacherib 
had conquered Hezekiah at Jerusalem he 
surely would have written about it, as he 
did in regard to the lesser 46 cities.



• "For Sennacherib not to boast over his 
destruction or conquering of Jerusalem is to go 
against what we know about Mesopotamian/
Assyrian kings. They liked to boast! The 
conquering of Jerusalem would have been 
something to boast about, but mention of it is 
strangely lacking in the annals. How could a 
world superpower like Assyria have conquered 
all the fortified cities ies in Judea, including 
Lachish, and then have somehow come to a 
complete halt when encircling Jerusalem? 
There appears to be no natural explanation in 
either the Assyrian records or the Bible.



• "Challenges to the historicity of 
Hezekiah and his position among 
the kings of Judah have largely 
vanished due to these extrabiblical 
sources. The events surrounding 
Hezekiah's kiah's reign and Assyrian 
military exploits in Israel during this 
period are now well-established 
established facts.



• "The discovery of Hezekiah's broad wall, 
the S i loam tunne l , the Anna l s o f 
Sennacherib, and more recently Hezekiah's 
royal clay seal impression (bulla) has 
solidified ified his historical place alongside 
other ancient figures.16"  (Joseph M. 
Holden & Norman Geisler, The Popular 
Handbook Of Archaeology And The Bible: 
Discoveries That Confirm The Reliability Of 
Scripture, 3120-3144 (Kindle Edition); 
Eugene, Oregon; Harvest House Publishers)  



THE "SONS OF THE 
PROPHETS"



• "Perhaps no name or title of Christ has 
been so misunderstood as the title Son of 
God . [22] Some have taken this term to 
mean that Christ came into existence at 
a point in time and that he is in some way 
inferior to the Father. Some believe that 
since Christ is the Son of God, he cannot 
possibly be God in the same sense as the 
Father. Such an understanding is based 
on a faulty conception of what “Son of...” 
meant among the ancients.



• "Though the term can refer to “offspring of” in 
some contexts, it carries the more important 
meaning, “of the order of.” [23] The phrase is 
often used this way in the Old Testament. For 
example, “sons of the prophets” meant “of the 
order of prophets” (1 Kings 20:35). “Sons of 
the s ingers” meant “of the order of 
singers” (Neh. 12:28). Likewise, the phrase 
“Son of God” means “of the order of God,” and 
represents a claim to undiminished deity. 
Ancient Semitics and Orientals used the 
phrase “Son of...” to indicate likeness or 
sameness of nature and equality of being. [24]



• "Hence, when Jesus claimed to be 
t h e S o n o f G o d , h i s J e w i s h 
contemporaries fully understood 
that he was making a claim to be 
God in an unqualified sense."  (Ron 
Rhodes, Christ Before The Manger: 
T h e L i f e A n d T i m e s O f T h e 
Preincarnate Christ, 449-464 (Kindle 
Edition); no publisher cited)



THE "CHILDREN" WHO 
MOCKED ELISHA 



• "The phrase translated as "young 
boys" can have reference to persons 
from twelve to thirty years old (cf. I 
Samuel 16:11-12; II Samuel 14:21; 
18:5).  (See Paul R. House, The New 
American Commentary: An Exegetical 
And Theological Exposition Of Holy 
Scripture, 316 (footnote 23) (Kindle 
E d i t i o n ) ; N a s h v i l l e , T N ; B & H 
Publishing Group) 



• "A careful study of this incident in context shows 
that it was far more serious than a “mild personal 
offense.” It was a situation of serious public 
danger, quite as grave as the large youth gangs 
that roam the ghetto sections of our modern 
American cities. If these young hoodlums were 
ranging about in packs of fifty or more, derisive 
toward respectable adults and ready to mock 
even a well-known man of God, there is no telling 
what violence they might have inflicted on the 
citizenry of the religious center of the kingdom of 
Israel (as Bethel was), had they been allowed to 
continue their riotous course.



• "Perhaps it was for this reason that God 
saw fit to put forty-two of them to 
death in this spectacular fashion (there 
is no evidence that Elisha himself, in 
imposing a curse, prayed for this specific 
mode of punishment), in order to strike 
terror into other youth gangs that were 
infesting the city and to make them 
realize that neither Yahweh Himself nor 
any of His anointed prophets were to be 
threatened or treated with contempt.



• "Certainly from that time on, the whole 
Israelite community became convinced 
that Elisha was a true prophet and that he 
bore an authoritative word from God. 
Even the ungodly king Jehoram son of 
Ahab treated him with great deference 
and respect (see 2 Kings 3:11–13) after this 
had taken place."  (Gleason Archer, The 
New International Encyclopedia Of Bible 
Difficulties, 5345-5348 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan)  


