
THE MESSIAH IN THE 
BOOK OF ISAIAH



WHY STUDY MESSIANIC 
PROPHECY?  



• "1) The overwhelming amount of true 
predictions about Jesus confirms the accuracy 
of the Bible and thus increases your faith in 
God's word. 2) You understand Jesus, your 
creator and God, thus strengthening your 
relationship with him. 3) You will read your 
Bible more, or on a deeper level. 4) You can 
see the patience and larger plan of God over 
the centuries. 5) You can help others 
overcome their doubts about the accuracy of 
the Bible....



• "In order to grow more in awe of God, my 
challenge to you is twofold: 1. Add to this 
list of prophecies as you discover more in 
God's word. 2. Teach messianic prophecy to 
others. In other words, know the Messiah, 
and make the Messiah known. It takes 
patience and faith to step back, as God has, 
to see the Messiah's comprehensive rescue 
plan: that's the big picture of salvation. The 
Scriptures spell this out so prophetically.



• "Along the way, there will be many 
unforeseen things that may make us trip 
and stumble in our own boots. I can say 
this from the bottom of my "sole." All 
kidding aside, persevere in God's word 
and stand on the trustworthy and true 
prophecies of our Messiah Jesus.



• "Then your footing, like mine, may not 
always be pretty, but you will be anchored 
securely on God for an eternity, through a 
resurrected life."  (Joe Chiappetta, Mighty 
Messianic Prophecy: Biblical Research of 
Predictions Proving that Jesus Is God, 23-24 
(Kindle Edition); Chicago, Illinois)  



HOW MANY MESSIANIC 
PROPHECIES ARE THERE?



• The most conservative estimate of 
Messianic Prophecies states that there 
were around 109: however, other Rabbis 
believed that there were as many as 456.  



THE MODERN DAY OBJECTION 
TO A PERSONAL MESSIAH



• In our day and age, it is customary to hear the 
objection to Messianic prophecy that goes something 
like this: 

• "The ancient Hebrews did not believe in a personal 
Messiah!  This is only Christian influence and reading 
into the ancient Texts."   

• However, as the Old Testament itself and the most 
ancient Hebrew rabbinic commentaries make clear, 
the Jewish were looking for a personal Messiah 
thousands of years before the time of Christ (see 
NOTES).  



OVERVIEW OF MESSIANIC 
PROPHECIES IN ISAIAH



• I s a i a h 7 : 1 4 -
Therefore the 
Lord Himsel f 
will give you a 
sign: Behold, the 
v i r g i n s h a l l 
conce ive and 
bear a Son, and 
shall cal l His 
name Immanuel.

• Matthew 1:18-
Now the birth of 
Jesus Christ was 
as follows: After 
His mother Mary 
was betrothed to 
Joseph, before 
t h e y c a m e 
together, she was 
found with child 
of the Holy Spirit.



• Isaiah 9:1-2-1  Nevertheless 
the gloom will not be upon 
her who is distressed, As 
when at first He lightly 
e s t e e m e d T h e l a n d o f 
Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, And afterward 
more heavily oppressed her, 
By the way of the sea, 
beyond the Jordan, In Galilee 
of the Gentiles.  2  The 
peop l e who wa l ked i n 
darkness Have seen a great 
light; Those who dwelt in the 
land of the shadow of death, 
Upon them a light has shined.

• Matthew 4:12-16-12  Now when 
Jesus heard that John had been put 
in prison, He departed to Galilee.  
13  And leaving Nazareth, He 
came and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is by the sea, in the regions 
of Zebulun and Naphtali,  14  that 
it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying:  15  "THE LAND OF 
ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF 
NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF 
T H E S E A , B E Y O N D T H E 
JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE 
GENTILES:  16  THE PEOPLE 
WHO SAT IN DARKNESS HAVE 
SEEN A GREAT LIGHT, AND 
UPON THOSE WHO SAT IN THE 
REGION AND SHADOW OF 
DEATH LIGHT HAS DAWNED."



• Isaiah 53:3-He is 
d e s p i s e d a n d 
rejected by men, 
A M a n o f 
s o r r o w s a n d 
acquainted with 
grief. And we hid, 
as it were, our 
faces from Him; 
He was despised, 
and we did not 
esteem Him

• John 1:11-He 
came to His 
own, and His 
own did not 
receive Him.



• Isaiah 11:2-2  The 
Spirit of the LORD 
shal l rest upon 
Him, The Spirit of 
w i s d o m a n d 
understanding, The 
Spirit of counsel 
and might, The 
S p i r i t o f 
knowledge and of 
the fear of the 
LORD.

• Luke 2:52-And 
Jesus increased 
in wisdom and 
stature, and in 
favor with God 
and men.



• Isaiah 53:7-He was 
oppressed and He 
was afflicted, Yet 
He opened not 
His mouth; He 
was led as a lamb 
to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep 
before its shearers 
is silent, So He 
opened not His 
mouth.

• Matthew 26:62-63-62  
And the high priest 
arose and said to Him, 
" D o Yo u a n s w e r 
nothing? What is it 
t h e s e m e n t e s t i f y 
against You?"  63  But 
Jesus kept silent. And 
t h e h i g h p r i e s t 
answered and said to 
Him, "I put You under 
oath by the living God: 
Tell us if You are the 
Christ, the Son of 
God!"



• I sa iah 50 :6 - I 
gave My back 
to those who 
struck Me, And 
My cheeks to 
t h o s e w h o 
plucked out the 
beard; I did not 
hide My face 
f r o m s h a m e 
and spitting.

• Mark 14:65-Then 
some began to 
spit on Him, and 
to blindfold Him, 
and to beat Him, 
and to say to 
H i m , 
"Prophesy!" And 
t h e o f fi c e r s 
struck Him with 
t h e p a l m s o f 
their hands.



• Isaiah 53:4-5-4  Surely He 
has borne our griefs And 
carried our sorrows; Yet 
w e e s t e e m e d H i m 
stricken, Smitten by 
God, and afflicted.  5  
But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our 
i n i q u i t i e s ; T h e 
chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, 
And by His stripes we 
are healed.

• Mat thew 8 ;16 -17 -16  
When evening had come, 
they brought to Him 
many who were demon-
possessed. And He cast 
out the spirits with a 
word, and healed all who 
were sick, 17  that it 
might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying: "HE 
HIMSELF TOOK OUR 
INFIRMITIES AND BORE 
OUR SICKNESSES."



• Isaiah 53:12-Therefore 
I will divide Him a 
portion with the great, 
And He shall divide the 
spoil with the strong, 
Because He poured 
out His soul unto 
death, And He was 
numbered with the 
transgressors, And He 
bore the sin of many, 
And made intercession 
for the transgressors.

• M a t t h e w 
27:38-38  Then 
two robber s 
were crucified 
with Him, one 
on the right and 
another on the 
left.



• Isaiah 53:9-And 
they made His 
grave with the 
wicked— But with 
the rich at His 
death, Because He 
h a d d o n e n o 
violence, Nor was 
any deceit in His 
mouth.

• Matthew 27:57-60-57  Now 
when evening had come, there 
c a m e a r i c h m a n f r o m 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
himself had also become a 
disciple of Jesus.  58  This man 
went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be 
given to him.  59  When Joseph 
had taken the body, he wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth,  60  and 
laid it in his new tomb which he 
had hewn out of the rock; and he 
rolled a large stone against the 
door of the tomb, and departed.



PROPHECIES ABOUT WHO 
THE MESSIAH WILL BE 

(INCLUDING HIS CHARACTER)



THE BRANCH



• Isaiah 4:2-In that day the Branch of the 
LORD shall be beautiful and glorious; And 
the fruit of the earth shall be excellent 
and appealing For those of Israel who 
have escaped.  



• Isaiah 11:1-There shall come forth a Rod 
from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots.



BORN OF A VIRGIN



• Isaiah 7:14-16-14  Therefore the Lord 
Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.  15  Curds 
and honey He shall eat, that He may know 
to refuse the evil and choose the good.  16  
For before the Child shall know to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land that 
you dread will be forsaken by both her 
kings.



THE CONTEXT OF THE 
PROPHECY 



• The people of Israel had joined forces with the 
Syrians to attack the people of Judah.  This 
represented a grave threat: the combined forces 
of Israel and Syria could have overthrown the city 
of Jerusalem.   

• God sent Isaiah the Prophet to king Ahaz to 
reassure him and encourage him in the midst of 
this attack.   

• Ahaz refused to ask for a sign, which prompted 
Isaiah to make this prophecy.  



• Basically, the "sign" of the passage is that 
before the "child" (Isaiah's son) reaches the 
age of accountability, God would make sure 
that Israel and Syria would be destroyed.   

• In Isaiah 8, this prophecy finds its' 
immediate fulfillment when Isaiah's son is 
born and the kingdoms of of Syria and 
Israel are defeated before Isaiah's son 
reaches accountability.  



DUAL PROPHECY?



• That this is a dual prophecy (having its' 
fulfillment in Isaiah's day) is made clear 
from the text itself.  



• Isaiah 7:15 (CEV)-Even before the boy is 
old enough to know how to choose 
between right and wrong, he will eat 
yogurt and honey, and the countries of 
the two kings you fear will be destroyed.



• However, the prophecy would also look 
ahead to a time when the Messiah would 
be born.  As such, the prophecy of Isaiah 
here had its' ULTIMATE fulfillment in the 
Messiah, as Matthew makes clear 
(Matthew 1:23).  



WHAT ABOUT THE 
"VIRGIN?"



• Many people are bothered by the fact that 
the footnotes of many versions of the 
Bible put the phrase "young maiden" in 
the text or footnotes in place of or 
alongside of the word "virgin."  



• The word translated here as "virgin" did 
not ALWAYS mean one who had not had 
sexual relations.  



• A simple study of the KJV of the Bible 
r e v e a l s t h e t r u t h f u l n e s s o f t h e 
aforementioned statements.  Notice how 
this word translated "virgin" in Isaiah 7:14 
is translated at different places in the KJV: 
maids (Exodus 2:8; Proverbs 30:19); virgin 
(Genesis 24:43; Isaiah 7:14); virgins (Song 
of Solomon 1:3; 6:8); damsels (Psalm 
68:25).  (For more on the etymology of 
this word, see NOTES)



TYPES AND ANTITYPES IN 
THE BIBLE



• There are many examples of what we 
might call "dual prophecies" throughout 
the Old Testament.   

• We often know them by a different name: 
types and antitypes.  



• "I used a term there that I should more fully 
explain. That term is “type.” What is a “type”? As 
I’m using it here, a type means “a figure, 
representation, or symbol of something to come. 
An Old Testament “type” pictures or foreshadows a 
person, event, or thing in the New Testament. The 
fulfillment is called the “antitype.” The antitype is 
the reality which fulfills the prophetic picture. These 
two words, type and antitype, are not words that 
theologians have conjured up. They are both words 
used by the New Testament writers.



• "Our English word, type, is a direct transliteration of the 
Greek word tupos . (In former times, the Greek word was 
written as typos .) In Romans 5:14, Paul declares that 
Adam “is a type ( tupos ) of him that was to come,” who 
is Christ. Similarly, Peter uses the word “antitype” in 1 
Peter 3:21, where he writes, “There is also an antitype 
which now saves us— baptism (not the removal of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 
Pet. 3:21). Peter was referring to the flood of Noah’s day, 
explaining that it was a “type” or foreshadowing of 
Christian baptism. The Greek word for “antitype” is 
antitupon...



• "“Type” is not the only word used in the New 
Testament to describe prophetic symbols and 
allegorical people in the Old Testament. 
Another Greek word they used was skia , 
which is often translated in English as 
“shadow.” In Colossians 2:17, Paul said, “Let 
no one judge you in food or in drink, or 
regarding a festival or a new moon or 
sabbaths,  which are a shadow of things to 
come, but the substance is of Christ” (Col. 
2:16- 17).



• "So Paul tells us that all of these various 
ceremonial things in the Mosaic Law were 
types or foreshadowings of things in 
Christianity. Another Greek word that is 
sometimes used to mean a prophetic type is 
the word parabole , from which we get our 
English word “parable.” The writer of 
Hebrews uses it in Hebrews 9:9..."  (David 
Bercot, Shadows Of Christ In The Old Testament, 
55-75 (Kindle Edition); Amberson, PA; Scroll 
Publishing)  



• In Isaiah 7:14, it was prophesied that a 
child would be born whose name would 
be called "Immanuel" (or "God With Us").   

• In Isaiah 8, a child is born to Isaiah the 
Prophet whose name includes the idea of 
"Immanuel."  



• Isaiah 8:3-Then I went to the prophetess, 
and she conceived and bore a son. Then 
the LORD said to me, "Call his name 
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz;  



• Isaiah 8:8-10-8  He will pass through Judah, He 
will overflow and pass over, He will reach up 
to the neck; And the stretching out of his 
wings Will fill the breadth of Your land, O 
Immanuel.  9  "Be shattered, O you peoples, 
and be broken in pieces! Give ear, all you from 
far countries. Gird yourselves, but be broken 
in pieces; Gird yourselves, but be broken in 
pieces.  10  Take counsel together, but it will 
come to nothing; Speak the word, but it will 
not stand, For God is with us."



LOOKING AT THE DUAL 
FULFILLMENT



• "In a time of great national crisis, the 
kingdom of Judah was threatened with 
conquest by the northern alliance of 
apostate Samaria and pagan Damascus 
(Isa. 7:4–6). Had they succeeded, Judah 
would have become a mere satellite to 
Samaria and later would have been 
destroyed as a nation by the Assyrian 
invaders (who destroyed Samaria itself 
within fifteen years of this time)....



• "Isaiah 7:14 promises that “the Lord himself 
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel [i.e., ‘God with us’].” Who 
is this sign to be? In what sense will he be 
“God with us"? From the references that 
follow, it is quite apparent that there is to 
be a type of Immanuel who will be born in 
the near future as proof that God is with 
His people to deliver them.



• "Yet also an antitype will be born in the 
more remote future who will be both God 
and man, and He will deliver His people 
not only from human oppressors but also 
from sin and guilt. Furthermore, He will 
reign as David’s descendant and successor 
forever and ever. Thus the twofold need 
will be met both by the typical Immanuel 
and by the antitypical divine Redeemer.  



• "Isaiah 7:16 clearly refers to a child who is 
to be born within a very few years: “For 
before the boy will know enough to refuse 
evil and choose good [i.e., before he 
r e a c h e s t h e a g e o f f u l l m o r a l 
responsibility], the land whose two kings 
you dread [i.e., Pekah of Samaria and 
R e z i n o f D a m a s c u s ] w i l l b e 
forsaken” (NASB).



• "Normally at the age of twelve or thirteen, the 
Jewish lad was considered old enough to 
assume full responsibility for his own sins; then 
he would learn to read and expound the 
Pentateuch as a barmitsvah (a “son of the 
commandment”). Now if this promise was 
given in 735 B.C., and if the time-indicator 
child was born within a year or so thereafter, 
then he would have been twelve by 722 B.C., 
when Samaria fell to the Assyrian besiegers 
and was permanently destroyed as a nation....



• "At the time Isaiah 7:14 was given, the “prophetess” 
mentioned in 8:3 would have been a virgin and would 
have been known to King Ahaz and his court as the 
woman to whom Isaiah (presumably a widower by this 
time, having lost through death the mother of Shear-
jashub mentioned in 7:3) was engaged. Before they 
married, the Lord revealed to Isaiah that the first child he 
would have by this godly young woman would be a boy: 
and the Lord told him what name to call him: “Hasten to 
the booty, the spoil is running away!” (which is the 
meaning of Maher-shalal-hash-baz, intended as an 
encouragement to the Assyrian invaders against the 
Damascus-Samaria coalition).  



• "By the time this boy reached the age of 
twelve the invaded regions of Israel would be 
so utterly laid waste by the Assyrians that 
much of it would revert to pastureland; and 
the erstwhile cultivator of orchards and 
wheatfields would find his property reduced to 
a mere “heifer and a pair of sheep” (Isa. 7:21), 
and he would be living on a diet of curds and 
wild honey (vv. 15,22). Clearly, then, Isaiah’s 
second son was to serve as the type of the 
coming Immanuel.  



• "Yet it is also apparent from what follows that there is a 
far greater person in view, who will come as the divine-
human antitype and will in His own person be Immanuel, 
God Incarnate. It is significant that Palestine is from that 
time on to be known as the land of Immanuel (see Isa. 
8:8: “your land, O Immanuel”). This is something far more 
meaningful than the land of Maher-shalal-hash-baz. It is 
because of Immanuel that the people and land of Israel 
are guaranteed a key role in God’s program of 
redemption."  (Gleason L. Archer, The new International 
Encyclopedia Of Bible Difficulties: Informed Answers To Your 
Most Troublesome Questions,  6953-6992 (Kindle Edition); 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Zondervan) 



IMPORTANT NOTE

• Regardless of whether or not the word 
"almah" always meant "virgin" is irrelevant; 
for it is clear from Isaiah 7 and 8 that Isaiah's 
wife was a virgin when the prophecy was 
spoken.  The same is true of Mary: hers was a 
truly virgin conception (as Matthew 
repeatedly points out-Matthew 1:18-25).  



DIVINE IN NATURE



• Isaiah 9:6-7-6  For unto us a Child is born, 
Unto us a Son is given; And the government 
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7  Of the 
increase of His government and peace There 
will be no end, Upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, To order it and establish it 
with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this.



"WONDERFUL COUNSELOR" 
AND "MIGHTY GOD"

• In the Book of Isaiah, only  God Himself is 
referred to as "mighty God" (Isaiah 10:21) and 
"Wonderful Counselor" (Isaiah 25:1; 28:29).   

• Thus, the prophecy here is that the Messiah 
will be Divine in nature (as the antitype of 
"Immanuel" also suggests).



• "Here we have a prediction of a child 
being born (9:6a). This obviously means 
that Messiah will be a human being, not an 
angel or spirit. But Messiah is not merely 
human. Each of the designations of 
Messiah in verse 6 is a description of deity, 
with the possible exception of the last 
one, “Prince of Peace.”



• "First, “Wonderful Counselor” are terms used in the Bible 
only of God when used together (cf. Isa 25:1; 28:29). And if 
that isn’t enough, the word translated “Wonderful” is from 
pele in Hebrew and is a word that is exclusively used of 
God and never of men. Next is the title “Mighty God” 
which most clearly asserts that Messiah is divine. He is also 
the “Everlasting Father,” another clear title of deity. Finally, 
we have “Prince of Peace” which, though can be related to 
a mere human, in Isaiah the work of peace is used only of 
God: “O LORD, you will ordain peace for us” (Isa 
26:12)."  (Massimo Lorenzini, The Promise Of Messiah: A 
Study Of The Major Messianic Prophecies, 34-35 (Kindle 
Edition); FrontLine Ministries; www.frontlinemin.org)  

http://www.frontlinemin.org


THE SPIRIT OF GOD



• Isaiah 11:2-The Spirit of the LORD shall 
rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and 
might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the LORD.



"The Spirit...shall rest upon Him..."

Of The 
LORD...

Of 
Understanding...

Of 
Wisdom...

Of 
Knowledge...

Of Might...

Of The Fear 
Of The Lord...

Of 
Counsel...



POSSIBLE CONNECTION 
TO REVELATION?  

• Many commentators (both ancient and 
modern) believe that the "seven Spirits" 
mentioned here in Isaiah 11 are a symbolic 
designation of God's Holy Spirit (as seen in 
the Book of Revelation).  



• Revelation 1:4-John, to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace 
from Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven Spirits who are 
before His throne,  

• Revelation 4:5-5  And from the throne 
proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. 
Seven lamps of fire were burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.  



• Revelation 5:6-6  And I looked, and 
behold, in the midst of the throne and of 
the four living creatures, and in the midst 
of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it 
had been slain, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent out into all the earth.



THE MEANING OF THE 
PROPHECY



• "Is. xi., as will readily be believed, is 
Messianically interpreted in Jewish writings. 
Thus, to begin with, in the Targum on verses 1 
[Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 
And a branch from his roots will bear fruit] and 
6 [And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And 
the leopard will lie down with the young goat, 
And the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; And a little boy will lead them]; in the 
Talmud (Jer. Berach. 5 a and Sanh. 93 b); and in 
a number of passages in the Midrashim.



• "Thus, verse 1 in Bereshith R. 85 on Gen. xxxviii. 18, 
where also Ps. cx. 2 [The Lord will stretch forth 
Your strong scepter from Zion, [saying], "Rule in the 
midst of Your enemies."] is quoted, and in Ber. R. 99, 
ed. Warsh., p, 178 b. In Yalkut (vol. i. p. 247 d, near 
the top), where it is described how God had shown 
Moses all the spirits of the rulers and prophets in 
Israel, from that time forward to the Resurrection, it 
is said that all these had one knowledge and one 
spirit, but that the Messiah had one spirit which was 
equal to all the others put together, according to Is. 
xi. 1, 2...



• "while in Yalkut on Prov. iii. 19, 20 (vol. ii. p. 
133 a) the verse is quoted in connection with 
Mes s i an i c t imes , when by w i sdom, 
understanding, and knowledge the Temple will 
be built again. On that verse see also Pirq. d. 
R. El. 3."  (Alfred Edersheim, Messianic 
Passages in the Old Testament as Cited in 
Rabbinic Literature, 846-860 (Kindle Edition, 
emphasis added M.T.); Interdisciplinary Biblical 
Research Institute;  www.ibri.org) 

http://www.ibri.org


THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE



• Isaiah 28:16-Therefore thus says the Lord 
GOD: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a 
foundation, A tried stone, a precious 
cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever 
believes will not act hastily.



• Luke 20:17-18-17  Then He looked at 
them and said, "What then is this that is 
written: 'THE STONE WHICH THE 
BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME 
THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE' ?  18  
Whoever falls on that stone will be 
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will 
grind him to powder."



• The ancient Jewish commentators applied 
this prophecy to the Messiah (see 
NOTES).   

• It goes hand in hand with another 
prophecy in the Old Testament: 



• Psalm 118:22-23-22  The stone which the 
builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone.  23  This was the LORD's 
doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.



THE MEANING OF THE 
PASSAGE IN ISAIAH



• "The cornerstone may be the whole 
complex of ideas relating to the Lord’s 
revelation of his faithfulness and the call to 
reciprocate with the same kind of 
faithfulness toward him. That entire 
message would one day be summed up in 
Jesus Christ. The issue remains the same 
today as then: upon what shall we build 
our lives, human schemes or divine 
trustworthiness?



• "a stone of testing may be a loanword from 
Egyptian, as first pointed out by Sethe, who 
noted that bhn- w was a particularly hard stone 
against which others could be measured. 18 a 
precious cornerstone. Kohler disagrees with the 
rendering of yiqraṯ as “precious,” taking the 
root to be qrh , “to meet.” Thus he translates 
“the corner where one foundation meets the 
other.” 19 This rendering has the virtue of 
explaining the repetition of mwsd in the MT , 
but it is not supported by any of the versions.



• "20 the one who trusts … may have been 
understood to be the inscription on the 
cornerstone, although there is nothing in 
the text which requires such an 
interpretation. 21 In any case, the sense is 
clear: for the person who puts his or her 
trust in God, there can be a serenity and a 
calm deliberateness which is not possible 
otherwise (26:3, 4; 30:15–17).



• "To refuse to entrust my ways to God is to 
open myself to a hectic and feverish existence 
in which I rush here and there trying with 
decreasing success to control the disparate 
parts of my life. To commit my ways to him may 
not increase my success but it will grant peace 
through the realization that my times are in his 
hands."  (John N. Oswalt, The Book Of Isaiah: 
Chapters 1-39, 100511-10062 (Kindle Edition, 
emphasis added M.T.); Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
William B. Eerdmans' Publishing Company)  



PROPHECIES ABOUT WHAT 
THE MESSIAH WILL DO



HIS MIRACLES



• Isaiah 35:5-7-5  Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped.  6  Then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, And the tongue of the 
dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in 
the wilderness, And streams in the desert.  
7  The parched ground shall become a 
pool, And the thirsty land springs of water; 
In the habitation of jackals, where each lay, 
There shall be grass with reeds and rushes.



• "Is. xxxv. 5, 6 [Then the eyes of the blind will be 
opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 
Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue 
of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break 
forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah] is 
repeatedly applied to Messianic times. Thus, in 
Yalkut i. 78 c, and 157 a; in Ber. R. 95; and in Midrash 
on Ps. cxlvi. 8."  (Alfred Edersheim, Messianic 
Passages in the Old Testament as Cited in Rabbinic 
Literature, 978-985  (Kindle Edition); Interdisciplinary 
Biblical Research Institute www.ibri.org)  

http://www.ibri.org


EXALT THE LAW



• Isaiah 42:21-The LORD is well pleased for 
His righteousness' sake; He will exalt the 
law and make it honorable.



• Jesus kept the Old Testament Law 
perfectly (Romans 8:1-4; Hebrews 
4:15-16).  



BE A LIGHT TO THE 
GENTILES



• Isaiah 42:1-6-1  "Behold! My Servant 
whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My 
soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon 
Him; He will bring forth justice to the 
Gentiles.  2  He will not cry out, nor raise 
His voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard 
in the street.  3  A bruised reed He will not 
break, And smoking flax He will not 
quench; He will bring forth justice for 
truth. 



• 4  He will not fail nor be discouraged, Till He 
has established justice in the earth; And the 
coastlands shall wait for His law."  5  Thus says 
God the LORD, Who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, Who spread forth the 
earth and that which comes from it, Who gives 
breath to the people on it, And spirit to those 
who walk on it:  6  "I, the LORD, have called 
You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; 
I will keep You and give You as a covenant to 
the people, As a light to the Gentiles,



CHRIST BROUGHT GOD'S WORD TO 
THE JEWS AND TO THE GENTILES



• Ephesians 2:14-18-14  For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken down the 
middle wall of separation,  15  having abolished in 
His flesh the enmity, that is , the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to 
create in Himself one new man from the two, thus 
making peace,  16  and that He might reconcile them 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
putting to death the enmity.  17  And He came and 
preached peace to you who were afar off and to 
those who were near.  18  For through Him we both 
have access by one Spirit to the Father.



BUILD THE HOUSE OF GOD



• Isaiah 2:1-4-1  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  2   Now it shall come to 
pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD's 
house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And 
shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to 
it.  3  Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His 
paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem.  4  He shall judge between the 
nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall 
they learn war anymore.



THE CHURCH IS THE 
HOUSE OF THE LORD

• When we compare the different elements of 
this prophecy with the establishment of the 
church (recorded in Acts 1-2), we see that 
the house of the Lord is identical with the 
church of Christ.  



THE TIME IS THE SAME 

Isaiah 2:2-Now it shall come to pass in the latter days

Acts 2:16-17-16  But this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel: 

17  'AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST 
DAYS,..



THE PLACE IS THE SAME

Isaiah 2:1-The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

Acts 1:4-And being assembled together with them, He 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, 
"you have heard from Me;



THE INSTITUTION IS THE SAME

Isaiah 2:2-..."...the LORD's house..."

1 Timothy 3:15-15  but if I am delayed, I write so that you may 
know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 

the truth.  (cf. Acts 2:47)



THE PEOPLE ARE THE SAME

Isaiah 2:2-"...And all nations shall flow to it."  

Acts 2:5-And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, from every nation under heaven.



THE PROPHESIED NEW LAW IS THE SAME

ISAIAH 2:3-Many people 
shall come and say, 

"Come, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the 
LORD, To the house of 
the God of Jacob; He 

will teach us His ways, 
And we shall walk in His 
paths." For out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, 
And the word of the 

LORD from Jerusalem.

ACTS 2:42-And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' 

doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in 

prayers.  



PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD



• Isaiah 61:1-3-1  "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon 
Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach 
good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And 
the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  2  
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, And the 
day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who 
mourn, 3  To console those who mourn in Zion, To give 
them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy for mourning, The 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they 
may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of 
the LORD, that He may be glorified."



THE MESSIAH WILL NAME 
GOD'S PEOPLE  



• Isaiah 62:2-The Gentiles shall see your 
righteousness, And all kings your glory. 
You shall be called by a new name, Which 
the mouth of the LORD will name.



• Notice that the prophecy states that this 
new name will be given to His people when 
the Gentiles are converted.   

• We read of the Gentiles being converted in 
Acts 10 (when the Gospel was first preached 
to the Gentiles, e.g. Cornelius and his 
household).   

• It is then that we read this in the Book of 
Acts 11:26:



• Acts 11:26-And when he had found him, 
he brought him to Antioch. So it was that 
for a whole year they assembled with the 
church and taught a great many people. 
And the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch.



• The Greek of the passage indicates that 
this "name" (i.e., Christian) came directly 
from the Apostles of Christ.   

• As such, the name was given by God.  
(NOTES)



PROPHECIES ABOUT THE 
MESSIAH AS THE "SERVANT 

OF THE LORD"



• Throughout Isaiah, there are a series of 
"songs" that are called "The Servant 
Songs."   

• These songs tell of the "servant of the 
Lord."  By studying these songs, we see 
that some of them represent the Jewish 
people; and some of them prophesy about 
the Messiah.  



The  “Servant Songs” Of Isaiah  

Isaiah  42:1-9

Isaiah 49:1-12

Isaiah 50:4-9

Isaiah 52:13-53:12  



�

The “Servant” In Isaiah Can Have Reference To Either The “Nation 
Of Israel” Or To The “Messiah” 

Some Passages That Mention The 
Servant As “The Nation Of Israel”

Isaiah 41:8-But you, Israel, are My 
servant, Jacob whom I have 
chosen, The DESCENDANTS of 
Abraham My friend.  

I s a i a h 4 3 : 1 0 - " Y o u a r e M y 
WITNESSES," says the LORD, "And 
My servant whom I have chosen, 
That you may know and believe Me, 
And understand that I am He. 
Before Me there was no God 
formed, Nor shall there be after Me. 

Some Passages That  Mention The 
Servant As The “Messiah”

Isaiah 43:5-And now the LORD 
says, Who formed Me from the 
womb to be His Servant, To bring 
Jacob back to Him, So that Israel is 
gathered to Him (For I shall be 
glorious in the eyes of the LORD, 
And My God shall be My strength); 
Isaiah 53:8-He was taken from 
prison and from judgment, And who 
will declare His generation? For He 
was cut off from the land of the 
living; For the transgressions of My 
people He was stricken.  



�
• This Is An Intriguing Idea.  
• There WERE Some People In Israel Who Were 

Following The Lord.  Isaiah Himself Would Be An 
Example Of This Remnant.  

• However, The “Remnant” Cannot Be The 
“Servant” For The Following Reasons.  

Could The “Servant” Be The Righteous Remnant 
Of People Who Were In Israel?



�

Isaiah 52:14-Just as many were astonished at you, 
So His visage was marred more than any man, And 
His form more than the sons of men; 

First: The “Servant” Is Contrasted With 
“The Remnant”  



�

The Contrast Between The “Servant” And 
The “Remnant”

• The Ones Who Know The 
name Of The Lord (Isaiah 
52:6).  

• The Ones Who Proclaim 
The Good News Of God 
(Isaiah 52:7-8)

• T h e O n e s W h o A r e 
Redeemed (Isaiah 52:9)

• Those Whom The Lord 
Protects And Guides 
(Isaiah 52:10-12)  

• The “Servant Of The 
Lord” Is Contrasted With 
The Fa i th fu l In Th is 
Passage.  

• Thus, The “Servant Of 
The Lord” Cannot Here 
Be The Faithful Remnant.  

• The Servant Will Redeem 
Both The Faithful And The 
Unfaithful Among The 
People Of Israel (Isaiah 
53).  



�

Second: The “Servant Of The Lord” Is 
Sinless, But The Remnant Is Not

The Servant  
Isaiah 50:9 (Contemporary 
English Version)-The LORD God 
will help me and prove I am 
innocent. My accusers will wear 
out like moth-eaten clothes.  

Isaiah 53:9-And they made His 
grave with the wicked— But 
with the rich at His death, 
Because He had done no 
violence, Nor was any deceit in 
His mouth.

The Remnant  
Isaiah 6:5-So I said: "Woe is me, for I 
am undone! Because I am a man of 
unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips; For my eyes 
have seen the King, The LORD of 
hosts." 
 
Isaiah 6:5 (Easy To Read Version)-I was 
frightened and said, "Oh, no! I will be 
destroyed. I am not pure enough to 
speak to God, and I live among people 
who are not pure enough to speak to 
him. But I have seen the King, the 
LORD All-Powerful."



�
• The Bible Says That Isaiah Was Not Even Able To 

Bear His Own Sins (Isaiah 6:1-8).  
• Salvation Can Only Come OF THE LORD; Sinful 

Man (Even The Faithful Remnant) Cannot Atone For 
Sin (Isaiah 45:8; 46:13; 51:6; 59:16; 61:10; 63:5)  

• Only The Sinless Servant Of The Lord Could Bring 
This Redemption.  But The Remnant Was Not 
Sinless.  Therefore The Sinless Servant And 
Remnant Are Not The Same.  (For more information 
on the Servant, see NOTES)  

Third: Only The Servant Can Bear The Sins Of 
Others!!  



IMPORTANT NOTE

• There are some who teach that all of the "servant 
songs" apply to the entire nation of Israel.   

• However, the ancient Jewish rabbis clearly 
understood that this could not be the case (see 
NOTES).  The reasons why this is so clear in 
Isaiah is from the text of the prophecy itself (see 
NOTES).  



THE SERVANT OF ISAIAH 
53



• Perhaps the most powerful "Servant 
Song" is the one from Isaiah 52:13-53:12.   

• I will copy this passage from the New 
Living Translation.  



• Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (NLT)-13  See, My Servant 
will prosper; He will be highly exalted.  14  
But many were amazed when they saw Him. 
His face was so disfigured He seemed hardly 
human, and from His appearance, one would 
scarcely know He was a man.  15  And He 
will startle many nations. Kings will stand 
speechless in His presence. For they will see 
what they had not been told; they will 
understand what they had not heard about.



• 1  Who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD 
revealed His powerful arm?  2  My Servant grew up in the 
LORD's presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry 
ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about His 
appearance, nothing to attract us to Him.  3  He was 
despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with 
deepest grief. We turned our backs on Him and looked the 
other way. He was despised, and we did not care.  4  Yet it 
was our weaknesses He carried; it was our sorrows that 
weighed Him down. And we thought His troubles were a 
punishment from God, a punishment for His own sins!  5  But 
He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He 
was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we 
could be healed.



• 6  All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God's 
paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on Him the sins of 
us all.  7  He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet He never 
said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a 
sheep is silent before the shearers, He did not open His mouth.  
8  Unjustly condemned, He was led away. No one cared that 
He died without descendants, that His life was cut short in 
midstream. But He was struck down for the rebellion of My 
people.  9  He had done no wrong and had never deceived 
anyone. But He was buried like a criminal; He was put in a rich 
man's grave.  10  But it was the LORD's good plan to crush 
Him and cause Him grief. Yet when His life is made an offering 
for sin, He will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long 
life, and the LORD's good plan will prosper in His hands.



• 11  When He sees all that is accomplished 
by His anguish, He will be satisfied. And 
because of His experience, My righteous 
Servant will make it possible for many to 
be counted righteous, for He will bear all 
their sins.  12  I will give Him the honors of 
a victorious soldier, because He exposed 
Himself to death. He was counted among 
the rebels. He bore the sins of many and 
interceded for rebels.



• When the passage is carefully analyzed, 
there is no doubt that it is speaking of the 
Messiah Who would come to bear the sins 
of the world.  (For some of the ancient 
Rabbinic evidence of this, see NOTES)



OTHER INDICATORS OF 
HIS SUFFERING



• Isaiah 50:6-I gave My back to those who 
struck Me, And My cheeks to those who 
plucked out the beard; I did not hide My 
face from shame and spitting.



THE ILLEGAL TRIAL OF 
JESUS 



• "With the approval of this same high 
priest, the members of the court, in 
complete disregard for existing laws, spit 
in the face of Jesus and buffeted Him....



• "What a "judge." What a "trial." Somewhere in the 
old Jewish law there is this wise and true maxim: A 
disreputable and corrupt judge is to be no more 
respected than the sweat from the blanket of a 
jackass. Indeed, Judas Iscariot betrayed his best 
friend for filthy silver, and in remorse, hanged 
himself. But Caiaphas committed the greater sin. 
He forever disgraced the office of high priesthood 
through his vile conduct as the presiding official in 
the supreme court of Jewry. Moreover, he became 
a deliberate law-violator in the following respects:



• "1. He knew that his heart was filled with 
poisonous enmity for Jesus, but he continued 
to preside at that trial, after taking an oath 
that he had no enmity toward the accused.. 2. 
His oath to be fair and impartial was made a 
mockery when he admitted being a party to 
the corrupt conspiracy with Annas and Judas 
to have Jesus betrayed. 3. He raped the law 
when he made the charge of "blasphemy" 
after Jesus admitted being the Son of God.



• "4. He winked at justice and blinded his 
eyes to fairness when he searched for 
those false witnesses. 5. Being learned in 
the law, which was a prerequisite to his 
assuming the duties of that high office, he 
pretended ignorance of the law which 
required two witnesses, whose testimony 
must be in agreement as to all material 
details embracing the charge against the 
accused.



• "6. He ignored the Jewish legal mandates 
that no trial be held at night, nor during 
the feast of the Passover, or on the day 
before a Sabbath. 7. Caiaphas himself 
called for the vote of the death penalty, 
and unlawfully recorded it, when the 
Jewish law prohibited the death sentence. 
Long before, the Roman conquerors had 
denied them such authority.



• "8. He painted a picture of bestiality and 
contempt by deliberately tearing his own 
robe in the courtroom, and then 
permitting his cowardly cohorts to spit in 
the face of the prisoner, to strike Him, 
and ridicule Him with other modes of 
cruelty, such as forcing into His brow that 
thorn-covered covered crown as a mock 
symbol of Kingship...



• "One can easily get a mental picture of the 
smirking Caiaphas as Christ begged for 
water to cool His parched throat, but 
received instead a sponge soaked in 
vinegar. How do you suppose the high 
priest felt on that fateful afternoon when, 
standing at the foot of the cross, he heard 
the dying Christ's fervent prayer for 
forgiveness because His murderers knew 
not what they were doing?...



• "The world will ever remember with justified 
disgust the sad spectacle of that vicious, 
immoral, inhuman, cowardly, prejudiced, 
disreputable "judge" of the highest Jewish 
court who delighted in leading the frenzied 
mob in its base acts of brutality and cold-
blooded murder."  (Earle L. Wingo, A Lawyer 
Reviews The Illegal Trial Of Jesus, 234-259 
(Kindle Edition, emphasis added M.T.); 
Ontario, CA; Chick Publications)  



SOME FUTURE PROPHECIES 
OF ISAIAH TO BE FULFILLED



• Isaiah 25:8-He will swallow up death 
forever, And the Lord GOD will wipe 
away tears from all faces; The rebuke of 
His people He will take away from all the 
earth; For the LORD has spoken.



• Isaiah 63:1-4-1  Who is this who comes from Edom, 
With dyed garments from Bozrah, This One who is 
glorious in His apparel, Traveling in the greatness of 
His strength?— "I who speak in righteousness, mighty 
to save."  2  Why is Your apparel red, And Your 
garments like one who treads in the winepress?  3  "I 
have trodden the winepress alone, And from the 
peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden them 
in My anger, And trampled them in My fury; Their 
blood is sprinkled upon My garments, And I have 
stained all My robes.  4  For the day of vengeance is in 
My heart, And the year of My redeemed has come.



• Isaiah 65:17-For behold, I create new 
heavens and a new earth; And the former 
shall not be remembered or come to 
mind.  



APOLOGETICS AND 
MESSIANIC PROPHECY



• "Messianic prophecy is one of the most 
powerful arguments for the truthfulness 
of the Christian faith. Messianic prophecy 
alone should be enough evidence to 
convince anybody that Jesus is the divine 
Messiah and that they should become a 
Christian. There are 109 clear messianic 
prophecies in the Old Testament.



• "The probability that just 20 of those 
prophecies could be fulfilled in one person 
is less than one in one quadrillion, one 
hundred twenty five t r i l l i on , o r 
n u m e r i c a l l y r e n d e r e d , 
1/1,125,000,000,000,000.[1] That puts it 
completely out of the realm of random 
possibility for anybody to fulfill.



• "The Bible is so specific about the identity 
of the Messiah that one must have an a 
priori commitment to deny Jesus in order 
to not recognize him as God’s Messiah. 
The evidence is there for all to see, but 
some do not want to see it."  (Massimo 
Lorenzini, The Promise of Messiah   A Survey 
of the Major Messianic Prophecies, 1 (Kindle 
E d i t i o n ) ; F r o n t l i n e M i n i s t r i e s ; 
www.frontlinemin.org)  

http://www.frontlinemin.org


THE TESTIMONY OF A 
FORMER ATHEIST



• Former atheist Ralph Muncaster examines 
the statistical odds of 30 of the Messianic 
prophecies of Jesus coming to pass 
randomly.  



• "The cumulative probability of all these 
prophecies randomly coming true in one 
person would be 1 chance in 10 to the 
110th power.  This would be like winning 
about 16 lotteries in a row.  Even if a 
skeptic were to substantially reduce some 
of the above estimates, the result would 
still be deemed impossible.  



• "For example, let's very conservatively 
assume the above estimates are off by a 
factor of a trillion trillion!  This would still 
result in the "impossible odds" of all 
prophecies coming true in one man-Jesus-
of one chance in 10 to the 86th power!  
How remote are those odds?  



• "They would still be like taking all of the matter 
in the entire universe (that is, one billion billion 
stars and solar systems) and breaking it all down 
into subatomic particles, and randomly selecting 
one marked electron!  Truly the prophecies 
made about Jesus in the Old Testament alone 
verify his divinity because they verify the Bible's 
claims about him, and his claims about himself."  
(Ralph Muncaster, Examine The Evidence: 
Exploring The Case For Christianity, 355; Eugene, 
Oregon; Harvest House Publishers)  



INTENTIONAL ATTEMPTS 
TO FULFILL PROPHECIES?  



• "Due to this overwhelming congruence of the 
life of Jesus Christ with the predictive 
Messianic prophecy of the Old Testament, 
some have suggested that Jesus was an 
imposter who was able, by masterful 
manipulation, to so artificially organize His life 
as to make it look like He was the Messiah. 
Such a contention cannot be reasonably 
maintained in light of the fact that many of the 
prophecies were far beyond His control.



• "Obviously, it would be impossible for a 
person to arrange where he would be 
born. Furthermore, it would be impossible 
to coordinate events so that He could 
ensure that He was buried in the tomb of 
a rich man or crucified among thieves. 
How could the betrayal price of Judas be 
manipulated by Jesus?



• "And how, pray tell, would Jesus have 
managed to arrange it so that soldiers cast 
lots for His clothing? The idea that Jesus 
manipulated events to make it appear as if He 
was the Messiah not only is indefensible, but 
it also speaks to the fact that Jesus obviously 
was the fulfillment of the Old Testament, 
Messianic prophecies."  (Kyle Butt, Behold!  
The Word Of God, 2340-2345 (Kindle Edition); 
Montgomery, Alabama; Apologetics Press)  



CONCLUSION  



• J o h n 5 : 3 9 -
You search 
t h e 
Scr ip tures , 
for in them 
y o u t h i n k 
y o u h a v e 
eternal life; 
and these are 
they which 
testify of Me.

• Acts 10:43-To 
H im a l l t he 
p r o p h e t s 
witness that, 
t h rough H i s 
name, whoever 
believes in Him 
w i l l re c e i v e 
remiss ion of 
sins."



NOTES



ANCIENT JEWISH EXPECTATION 
OF A PERSONAL MESSIAH



• "I am aware also that in recent times many 
intelligent Jews, backed by rationalistic, so- called 
Christians, who, in this respect, are even less 
conscientious and consistent than their Israelitish 
champions, deny that there is the hope of a Messiah 
in the Old Testament Scriptures, and assert that the 
prophecies on which Christians ground such a belief 
contain only “vague anticipations and general hopes, 
but no definite predictions of a personal Messiah,” 
and that consequently the alleged agreement of the 
gospel history with prophecy is imaginary.



• "But on this I may be permitted to ask, first of all, How 
is it that it is only within very recent years, since special 
efforts were beginning to be made on the part of 
Christians to show that in Jesus of Nazareth the 
predictions have received their fulfilment, that attempts 
are made on the part of some representatives of the 
synagogue to eliminate the Messianic meaning from 
those predictions? Does it not appear very much as if 
this new mode of interpretation was adverted to as a 
convenience and for argument’s sake rather than from 
a desire to arrive at the truth or from a sincere belief 
that it is more in accordance with facts?



• "The famous Joseph Albo, of the fifteenth 
century, author of the “Hikrim,” quotes 
Hillel as an authority when he reproves 
Maimonides for laying down the belief in a 
Messiah as a fundamental doctrine of 
Judaism, and goes on to say, “And there is 
neither in the law or in the prophets any 
prediction that must necessarily indicate 
the appearance of a Messiah” (“Sepher 
Ikarim Oratio IV” c. 42).



• "A rather bold assertion this! and as for 
Hillel, had Maimonides lived he might have 
replied that his (Hillel’s) view was an isolated 
one in the Talmud. Since Albo there have 
been such isolated cases as Slavador and 
others of the rationalistic school who have 
held the same views, but their numbers have 
increased at the present day to legion, and in 
many cases they have been driven to it out 
of a feeling of despair and of hope deferred..



• "That it is a novel mode of dealing with 
Messianic predictions is easily seen from 
Jewish sentiment on the subject as depicted in 
the New Testament, which, I suppose, our 
enemies even would agree, is at least valuable, 
inasmuch as it pictures to us the Jewish life 
and thought of the period; and from the 
Talmud, which declares that “all the prophets 
have only prophesied concerning the days of 
the Messiah” (Sanhedrin XXXIV. col. 2).  



• "We hear much in these days of the 
“Jewish interpretation;” and to so- called 
Christians, who are as unacquainted with 
Jewish literature as they are ignorant of 
the spirit of Scripture, it too often serves 
as the thirty pieces of silver for which they 
betray their Lord. But what do they mean 
by the “Jewish interpretation”?



• "Do they mean Talmudic interpretation? 
Its resume of the subject is given in one 
sentence which I have just quoted. Do 
they mean the Targums? As a matter of 
fact, they are intensely Messianic, and 
many a passage is, in their versions, 
applied to the Messiah in which even 
Christians fail to see the reference.



• "Even Maimonides, the great antagonist of 
Christianity, composed that article of the Jewish 
creed which unto the present day is repeated daily 
by every true Jew: “I believe with a perfect faith that 
the Messiah will come, and although His coming be 
delayed, I will await His daily appearance.” Aben 
Ezra, Rashi, Kirrichi, Abarbanel, and almost every 
other respectable and authoritative Jewish 
commentator, although not recognising Jesus as the 
Messiah, are yet unanimous that a personal Messiah 
is taught in the Old Testament Scriptures.



• "And, as for the Judaism of this latter end of 
the nineteenth century, let those who would 
resort to it as an authority for Scripture 
interpretation be careful how they embark on 
a vessel which, having once broken from its 
ancient mooring, is now tossed about on a 
troubled sea, and driven by contrary winds, 
and from whose topmast we can already 
descry the gigantic rock of infidelity on which, 
except the breath of Jesus calm the storm, it is 
destined to wreck, to the destruction of many.



• "But only an insignificant minority of the 
Jews even have ventured as yet on this 
storm- tossed boat, and with joy we 
behold the nation, as such, still clinging to 
the anchor which has been the mainstay of 
their national existence for so many ages 
the hope of a personal Messiah, which is 
the essence of the Old Testament 
Scriptures."  (David Baron, Rays Of 
Messiah's Glory, 58-89 (Kindle Edition)



THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE



• "Is. xxviii. 16 [Therefore thus says the Lord 
God, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
tested stone, A costly cornerstone [for] the 
foundation, firmly placed. He who believes 
[in it] will not be disturbed] the Targum 
apparently applies to the Messiah. At least, 
so Rashi (on the passage) understands 
it."  (Alfred Edersheim, Messianic Passages 
in the Old Testament as Cited in Rabbinic 
Literature, 936-944 (Kindle Edition); 



"VIRGIN"



• "This leads to a question that has received 
almost endless discussion for close to 
twenty centuries: Does the word ‘almah 
mean “virgin”? My answer—as a committed 
believer in Yeshua the Messiah—may 
surprise you: While the word ‘almah can 
refer to a virgin, it does not specifically 
mean “virgin.” Its basic meaning is primarily 
related to adolescence, not sexual chastity.
37 The evidence is actually fairly clear: 



• "(1) There is a masculine equivalent to ‘almah, 
namely, ‘e/em, occurring twice in the Hebrew 
Scriptures (1 Sam. 17:56; 20:22). It simply means 
“youth, young man,” with no reference to virginity 
at all. Just substitute “male virgin” in either of these 
two passages, and the absurdity of such a translation 
will be seen at once. (Cf., e.g., 1 Sam. 17:56, where 
Saul wants to learn more about David after he killed 
Goliath. Did Saul say, “Find out whose son this male 
virgin is”? Hardly! He simply said, “Find out whose 
son this young man is”—because ‘elem meant 
“young man,” not “male virgin.”)38  



• "(2) The words ‘elem (masc.) and ‘almah (fem.) should be 
derived from a Semitic root meaning “to come into 
puberty, to come into heat (for an animal),” not from a 
Semitic root meaning, “to hide, be hidden” (with a 
supposed reference to virginity). 39 (3) In the other 
Semitic languages, ‘almah does not specifically mean 
“virgin.”40 (4) Within the Tanakh, ‘almah does not, in and 
of itself, clearly and unambiguously mean “virgin.” 
Outside of Isaiah 7:14, ‘almah occurs six times in the Old 
Testament, and in four of these cases, the NIV—a 
conservative Christian translation—does not render the 
word as “virgin.” Why? Because that is not the primary 
meaning of the word.41  



• "(5) The related noun ‘alumim, occurring 
in Isaiah 54:4 and Psalm 89:45[46], is 
correctly translated as “youth” (not 
“virginity”) in the KJV, the NKJV, the 
NASB, and the NIV, all of which translate 
‘almah in Isaiah 7:14 as “virgin.”42 Again, 
youthfulness, not sexual chastity, is the 
basic meaning of the word. (6) In Aramaic, 
‘almah (i.e., ‘ulemta’) sometimes refers to 
women who have been sexually active.43



• "To put it simply, there are women who are fifty 
years old and have never been with a man, making 
them fifty-year-old virgins, and this is perfectly 
acceptable English usage, since virginity has to do 
with sexual chastity, not age. But it would be 
incorrect to speak of a fifty-year-old ‘almah in 
biblical Hebrew usage, since the root ’-l-m has more 
to do with age and sexual development (i.e., 
adolescence) than with sexual chastity.44"  (Michael 
L. Brown, Answering Jewish Objections To Jesus: Volume 
Three- Messianic Prophecy Objections, 20-21 (Kindle 
Edition);  Grand Rapids, Michigan; Baker Books)



THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF 
THE NAME "CHRISTIAN"



• "Insisting that the prophecy had its fulfillment in Acts 11:26, when 
the "disciples were called Christians first in Antioch," brother Sha
nnon then offered indisputable proof that this name was there giv
en by Paul and Barnabas, and, therefore, by divine authority. In a r
emarkable analysis of this interesting passage he points out that th
e verbs "assembled," "taught," and "were called" are all of the sam
e construction; that the word chreematisai, translated "were calle
d," is first aorist, infinitive, active, connected by the enclitic conjun
ction "te," with didaxi (aorist, infinitive of didasko, to teach), and b
oth depending on egeneto (and it came to pass) in the beginning o
f the sentence. Hence, those who did the  did the naming! But Pau
l and Barnabas did the teaching; therefore, it was they who chree
matized the disciples "Christians" in Antioch! The name "Christian
" was given, therefore, by divine authority. A careful analysis of all 
the facts in the case leads irresistibly to this conclusion. 



• "In addition to the foregoing, it is interesting to note the
 force of an induction of all passages containing the word
  c h r e e m a t i z o o  i n  t h e  N e w  Te s t a m e n t :  
Matt.  2:12:  "And  being  warned  of  God  in  a  dream."  
Matt.  2:22:  "Being  warned  of  God  in  a  dream."  
Luke 2:26: "It was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost.
"  Acts 10:22: "Was warned from God by an holy angel."  
Rom.  7:3:  "She  shall  be  called  an  adulteress."  
Heb.  8:5:  "As  Moses  was  admonished  of  God."  
Heb.  11:7:  "Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things."  
Heb.  12:25:  "Who  refused  him  that  spake  on  earth."  
Acts 11:26: "And the disciples were called Christians." 



• "The words "warned," "revealed," "called," "admonishe
d," and "spake" are all from the same word as that rend
ered "were called" in Acts 11: 26. In each of the foregoi
ng instances, with the exception of Rom. 7:3, it is clear 
that the call of warning is of divine origin. Here, Rom. 7:
3, it seems certain that the word is used in its usual imp
o r t -
i.e., it is God's law which describes her as an adulteress.
 It follows, therefore, that in each instance the word chr
eematizoo  is  suggestive  of  the  divine  call."  (Guy N. 
Woods, Questions And Answers: Volume One,1439-1463 
(Kindle Edition); Henderson, TN; Hardeman University)



MORE ON THE IDENTITY 
OF THE "SERVANT" 



• "For more than 1700 years, the Jewish rabbis 
interpreted this passage almost unanimously as referring 
to the Messiah. This fact is thoroughly documented in S. 
R. Driver and Adolf Neubauer’s The Fifty-Third Chapter 
of Isaiah According to the Jewish Interpreters. (DrS.F 
37-39) They quote numerous rabbis during this period 
who equated the servant of Isaiah 53 with the Messiah. 
Not until the twelfth century AD, no doubt under the 
suffering of Jews at the hands of the Crusaders, did any 
Jewish interpreter say that Isaiah 52:13—53:12 refers to 
the whole nation of Israel, the most common 
interpretation today among Jewish scholars.



• "Even after Rashi (Rabbi Solomon Yitzhaki) 
first proposed this interpretation; however, 
many other Jewish interpreters have held, 
even to the present, the traditional Talmudic 
view that Isaiah 53 speaks of the Messiah.34 
One of the most respected Jewish 
in te l l ec tua l s o f a l l h i s tory, Moses 
Maimonides (AD 1135-1204), rejected 
Rashi’s interpretation, and he taught that the 
passage was messianic. (MoS.LM 25:364-66)  



• "Rashi and other Jewish interpreters are 
not necessarily grasping at straws to 
suggest that the servant is the nation of 
Israel. Isaiah 43:10 says to the people of 
Israel: “‘You are My witnesses,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘and My servant whom I have 
chosen.’” Surely then, they would say, the 
servant must be Israel.  



• "That this interpretation is in error can first be 
seen in Isaiah 52:14 where the nation of Israel is 
compared to the servant: “Just as many were 
astonished at you, My people, so His appearance 
was marred more than any man.” In 53:8, the 
servant bears punishment that should have been 
born by “my people” (obviously Israel). It makes 
no sense for the nation of Israel to bear 
substitutionary punishment for the nation of 
Israel. Therefore Israel cannot be the servant of 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12.  



• "But what about Isaiah 49:3, “And He said to Me, 
‘You are My Servant, Israel, in Whom I will show 
My glory’”? Good question!—because it leads to a 
clearer understanding of why the Messiah had to 
come on Israel’s behalf. The key to identifying the 
servant in Isaiah 52:13—53:12 is to see who he is in 
the three previous “servant songs” of Isaiah: 42:1-9; 
49:1-12; and 50:4-9. Since these passages spoke of 
the servant, for example, establishing justice in the 
earth (Isaiah 42:4) and regathering the Jewish 
people from worldwide exile (Isaiah 49:8-13),



• "Jewish interpreters have traditionally held 
the servant songs to be speaking of the 
Messiah, not the nation of Israel. Even in 
Isaiah 49:3, it is not saying that Israel is the 
servant; rather it is saying that the servant 
(Messiah) is the true Israel! In verses 5 and 6 
we see: “Now says the LORD, who formed 
Me from the womb to be His Servant…‘to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore 
the preserved ones of Israel.’”



• "The point is that Jacob (Israel) had gone astray, 
especially from the commission God gave to him: 
“In you and in your descendants shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 28:14). 
The Servant (Messiah) was now to stand in Israel’s 
place to do two things: (1) to bring the nation of 
Israel back to God (Isaiah 49:5); and (2) to be a 
light to the nations, as seen in verse 6:           It is 
too small a thing that You should be My Servant…
I will also make You a light of the nations so that 
My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.



• "If you caught what is going on here in 
Isaiah, you probably are realizing right 
now why Jesus so often appealed or 
alluded to this prophet. The Servant is the 
Messiah. The Messiah had to suffer and die 
for many. He also had to be raised from 
the dead (Psalm 16:10).



• "When the monumental event of the 
resurrection did occur and the disciples 
were filled at Pentecost with the Spirit of 
God, they preached everywhere the 
message “that Messiah died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures.”35



• "To judge from the earliest surviving 
Christian literature, 1 Thessalonians, they 
also preached that the Messiah would 
come again."  (Josh McDowell & Bill 
Wilson, Evidence For The Historical Jesus: A 
Compelling Case For His Life And His Claims, 
291-292 (Kindle Edition); Eugene Oregon; 
Harvest House Publishers)  



MORE ON WHY THE "SERVANT 
SONGS" COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 

EXCLUSIVELY IN REGARD TO ISRAEL



• "       Who is this Suffering Servant? Three main 
theories have been proposed: (1) he 
represents the people of Israel; (2) he is an 
unknown individual; (3) he is Jesus. Before we 
examine each of these alternatives, let us 
analyze the poem itself to discover its portrait 
of the Servant. The following features 
characterize the Servant of Isaiah 53.3 (1) He 
is portrayed in detailed features as a real 
person. (2) He is an innocent sufferer (vv 4, 5, 
8d, 9cd, 12).



• "(3) He is a voluntary sufferer (vv 4, 7ab). 
(4) He is an obedient, humble and silent 
sufferer (v 7). (5) His suffering springs from 
love for sinners, including his executioners, 
who act in ignorance (vv 4, 12). (6) His 
suffering is ordained by God in love, and 
fulfills the divine intention and purpose (v 
10). (7) His suffering is vicarious or 
substitutionary (vv 4ab, 5, 6cd, 8d, 10b, 
11d, 12e).



• "(8) His suffering is redemptive and 
spiritual in nature (vv 5cd, 11c). (9) His 
suffering ends in death (vv 8ac, 9ab, 10ab, 
12c). (10) His death gives way to 
resurrection (vv 10, 11, 12; 52:13). (11) His 
atoning work leads the straying people to 
confession and repentance (vv 4-6). (12) 
His redemptive work inaugurates a 
victorious life of kingly glory (vv 10cd, 
11ab, 12ab; 52:13, 15).



• "       Can these characteristics really fit the 
nation Israel , either (a) the whole nation 
historically, or (b) a spiritual remnant 
thereof, or (c) the nation ideally, as it now 
exists in the mind of God and someday 
will really be? Let us examine each point 
noted in our analysis, above, as they relate 
to these alternatives.     



• "(1) Could Israel have been personified in poetic 
language which lacks any hint that it is an allegory? 
There is no parallel case in the Bible where 
personification is maintained throughout a whole 
passage without any such indication; rather, distinct 
hints are always provided in any allegorical passage. 
Even so liberal a scholar as Bernhard Duhm says: 
The Servant of Yahweh is here treated even more 
individualistically than in the other [Servant] songs, 
and the interpretation of his person as referring to 
the actual, or the "true,'' Israel is here altogether 
absurd.4



• "        (2) Has Israel as a nation been an 
innocent sufferer? The words in v 8, "for the 
transgression of my people he was stricken,'' 
make the application to Israel as the Servant 
untenable. "My people'' clearly indicates 
Israel. If the Servant is Israel, how can he be 
stricken for Israel's sins and still be innocent? 
In our passage the Servant is clearly suffering 
for others (vv 4-5) and the sacrificial lamb 
picture is prominent as well (vv 7, 10b).



• "But Israel is not innocent; elsewhere the 
prophet speaks of Israel as a "sinful nation, 
a people loaded with guilt, a brood of 
evildoers, children given to corruption'' (Isa 
1:4), while in chapter 42 he indicates that 
Israel's affliction is God's judgment for the 
nation's own sins. The synagogue liturgy for 
the high holy days contains the following 
confession: "Because of our sins we have 
been exiled from our land.''



• "        (3) Has Israel been a voluntary sufferer? The Jews 
have never gone voluntarily into captivity. Each exile 
was the result of a humiliating national defeat.     (4) Has 
Israel been an obedient, humble and silent sufferer? 
George Adam Smith has well observed:        Now silence 
under suffering is a strange thing in the Old Testament - 
a thing absolutely new. No other Old Testament 
personage could stay dumb under pain, but immediately 
broke into one of two voices - a voice of guilt or a voice 
of doubt. In the Old Testament the sufferer is always 
either confessing his guilt to God, or, when he feels no 
guilt, challenging God in argument.5     



• "No sooner was Israel delivered from 
slavery in Egypt than the people rebelled 
against every hardship in the wilderness 
(Ex 17:3; Num 11:1; Deut 1:27). Even such 
righteous individuals as Job, Moses, David, 
Elijah and Jeremiah succumbed to the 
temptation to complain bitterly against 
their circumstances.



• "The taking of Jerusalem in AD 70 by the 
Romans was one of the most stubbornly 
contested sieges in all history. Numerous 
times the Jewish people have revolted 
against their oppressors, whether Persian, 
Syrian, Roman, Muslim or Christian.  



• "        (5) Has Israel suffered in love? Since 
Israel's suffering was neither voluntary nor 
silent, it couldn't very well be "suffering 
love.''         (6) Has the suffering of Israel 
been divinely ordained in love? Of course. 
All events of history are divinely ordained, 
and all of God's actions toward his people 
manifest love. But this is not the sense of 
verse 10, where God makes the Servant 
suffer as a guilt offering.     



• "(7) Has Israel suffered for other nations? 
Not according to the Old Testament or 
early rabbinic literature. Yet the idea of 
substitutionary suffering and atonement is 
very prominent in our chapter, being 
expressed no less than twenty-three times 
in nine of the twelve verses.



• "    (8) Have the sufferings of Israel brought redemption to the 
world? No, the sin of man is too great and God is too holy for 
any man to redeem himself, let alone others. The Bible 
nowhere teaches that Israel will be redeemed by its own 
suffering, much less that it will redeem other nations, 
particularly from the power of sin. Nor does it indicate that a 
few righteous individuals will redeem either Israel or other 
nations. Recall Ezk 14:12-23, which says that even if Noah, Job 
and Daniel were in a wicked country, they could only save 
themselves from its destruction. Israel's sufferings have not 
only failed to justify her oppressors, they have led God to 
bring vengeance on the oppressors; Nazi Germany is an 
example. Since Israel's sufferings have never been voluntary, it 
is hard to see how they can have such redemptive power.     



• "(9) Have the sufferings of Israel ended in 
death? Certainly for many individuals. Israel as 
a state died in 587 BC and in AD 70. But 
whether the historic or ideal Israel be 
considered, the answer is no. Some have seen 
the exile as a figurative death, but this is not 
likely. The exile actually served as a purifying 
force, strengthening the Jewish zeal for God 
and for monotheism. In fact, the Jewish people 
are a striking exception to the usual course of 
a nation's growth and decline.



• "Nearly every other nation that shared the stage 
with Israel in Old Testament history has long since 
passed into oblivion. The survival of the Jews is 
unique. In spite of exile, dispersion, persecution, 
and attempts to force assimilation, they survive. In 
spite of liberation and toleration - often more 
disintegrating than persecution - Israel still 
maintains its racial identity.         (10) Has Israel 
experienced a resurrection? As a state in Palestine, 
yes. As neither the ideal nor the historic Israel 
died, there could be no resurrection for them.



• "       (11) Has Israel's suffering produced a 
moral transformation in the nations and 
caused them to break down in a 
confession of guilt? No. Throughout the 
ages, the nations which oppressed Israel 
were never known to show the attitude 
expressed in this chapter, where a 
prominent place is given to confession and 
repentance.     



• "(12) Has the humiliation of Israel resulted in 
glorification? No. Even if death were taken as a figure for 
the Babylonian exile, the restoration that followed did not 
lift Israel to such exaltation as our passage pictures. For 
Israel to fit into the prophetic picture of preeminence, 
three things must be true: (a) Israel must have made a 
voluntary atonement - one accepted by God as well as by 
men - bringing redemption to the world. (b) As a result of 
this atonement, Israel must have attained a position of 
great power and glory in the world. (c) Israel must have 
made intercession for the transgressors. Not one of these 
three is true of Israel, either the historical, the spiritual or 
the ideal.



• "       This first theory, that the Servant is a 
personification of the Jewish nation, not only 
fails to fit the twelve features noted above, but 
it also meets with further serious objections. It 
forces the following interpretations on the 
text: verses 1-10 have the Gentile nations 
speaking; the death of the Servant symbolizes 
the exile, the end of Jewish national existence; 
the resurrection is a figure of the restoration 
of Israel, to be followed by the conversion of 
the heathen.



• "The insurmountable objection to these 
interpretations lies in the need for assuming 
the Gentile nations are speaking in vv 1-10. No 
Jewish prophet would have represented the 
heathen as expressing such sublime thoughts 
and exhibiting the attitude described here. As 
Gressmann notes: "A penitential psalm in the 
mouth of the heathen is a l together 
improbable; the literature of the Old 
Testament lacks analogous examples.''6     



• "The view that the Servant means not the 
whole nation, but just the spiritual 
element within it, also meets additional 
obstacles. It may be said that the spiritual 
Israelites suffered most in the exile, and 
also that they sought to bring the nation 
to repentance and to spread knowledge of 
God among the Gentiles. Probably they 
also met with some persecution at the 
hands of other Jews during the exile.



• "Yet it is hard to believe that during the exile 
there was such a great difference between the 
nation as a whole and the spiritual remnant as to 
account for the language of our passage. While 
the remnant doubtless recognized that the 
national calamity was due to the sin of the people, 
there is no reason to think the remnant was the 
special object of divine wrath. The pious did not 
suffer for, but only with, the nation. The Servant 
gave his life as a sacrifice, but the remnant, 
spiritual Israel, did not die in the captivity...



• "       But is not Israel called the Servant in 
some of the other Servant passages? Yes, 
this is true (Isa 41:8-9; 44:1-2; 45:4; 48:20; 
49:3). Yet the personality of the Servant in 
Isa 52:13-53:12 differs not merely in 
degree but in kind from the Servant Israel, 
towering over every other individual in the 
Old Testament. Here, too, suffering has a 
new meaning, necessity, purpose and 
value.     



• "Israel's relationship to God was interrupted when the 
nation became unfaithful (Isa 42:18-20). The term 
"Servant of the LORD," originally applied to the nation 
Israel, then transcends its former limitations and 
becomes associated with the person and work of the 
Messiah, who was entrusted with the mission which 
Israel had so ignominiously failed. As a result, the 
application of the phrase "Servant of the LORD'' to 
Israel is untenable in a number of passages besides our 
own (Isa 42:1-7; 49:1-9; 50:4-9), as in these the Servant 
is distinct from Israel, having a mission to fulfill in 
gathering Israel and in being a light to the Gentiles.     



• "It is a striking fact that the synagogue 
readings from the prophets always omit 
Isa 52:13-53:12, while the portions 
immediately preceding and following are 
read. If the leaders of modern Judaism 
really believe that this chapter depicts 
Israel, why don't they read it in public?



• "At a memorial service for the Jews who 
died in the gas chambers of Auschwitz or 
in defending the Warsaw ghetto, what 
could be more comforting than the divine 
promise: "my righteous servant will justify 
many, and he will bear their iniquities''? To 
thousands who mourn relatives lost in the 
Nazi holocaust, how consoling would be 
the assurance that their loved ones' deaths 
were part of God's redemptive plan!...



• "       Consequently, strong voices have been raised in 
support of the view that the Servant is the Messiah. 
Rabbinic literature, including prayers of the synagogue, 
indicate that ancient Judaism realized that Isaiah was 
speaking of a person of transcendent influence, who 
ranks morally and spiritually above any other character 
in the Old Testament. Thus the passage was applied to 
the Messiah."  (Frederick A. Aston, 'The Work Of The 
Messiah,' in Robert C. Newman (Editor), The Evidence 
Of Prophecy: Fulfilled Prediction As A Testimony To The Truth 
Of Christianity, 2200-2296 (Kindle Edition); Hatfield, PA; 
Interdisciplinary Biblical Research Institute)  



ANCIENT RABBINIC 
INTERPRETATION OF ISAIAH 53



• "First, let me quote Jonathan ben Uzziel 
(first century A.D.), who begins his 
Targum with, "Behold, my Servant 
Messiah shall prosper; He shall be high 
and increase, and be exceeding strong."...



• "In the Talmud Babylon, 3 among other 
opinions, we find the following: "The 
Messiah— what is His name? . . . The 
Rabbis say the 'leprous one'; 4 (those) of 
the house of Rabbi (say), 'the sick one,' as 
it is said, 'Surely He hath borne our 
sicknesses.'" 5



• "That the generally received older Jewish interpretation 
of this prophecy was the Messianic is admitted by 
Abrabanel, who himself proceeds in a long polemic 
against the Nazarenes to interpret it of the Jewish nation. 
He begins: "The first question is to ascertain to whom 
(this scripture) refers: for the learned among the 
Nazarenes expound it of the man who was crucified in 
Jerusalem at the end of the second Temple, and who 
according to them was the Son of God and took flesh in 
the virgin's womb, as is stated in their writings. Jonathan 
ben Uzziel interprets it in the Targum of the future 
Messiah; and this is also the opinion of our learned men in 
the majority of their Midrashim ."



• "Similarly another (Rabbi Mosheh el Sheikh, 
commonly known as Alshech, second half of 
the sixteenth century), who also himself 
follows the older interpretation, at any rate of 
the first three verses (52:13- 15, which, 
however, as we shall see when we come to the 
interpretation, contain a summary of the 
whole prophecy), testifies that our Rabbis with 
one voice accept and affirm the opinion that 
the prophet is speaking of the King Messiah.  



• "In fact, until Rashi 7 (Rabbi Solomon Yizchaki) applied it to 
the Jewish nation, the Messianic interpretation of this 
chapter was almost universally adopted by Jews, and his 
view, which we shall examine presently, although received 
by Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and others, was rejected as 
unsatisfactory by Maimonides, who is regarded by the Jews 
as of highest authority, by Alshech (as stated above), and 
many others, one of whom 8 says the interpretation 
adopted by Rashi "distorts the passage from its natural 
meaning," and that in truth "it was given of God as a 
description of the Messiah, whereby, when any should claim 
to be the Messiah, to judge by the resemblance or non- 
resemblance to it whether he were the Messiah or no."



• "And another 9 says: "The meaning of 'He 
was wounded for our transgressions, . . . 
bruised for our iniquities,' is that since the 
Messiah bears our iniquities, which 
produce the effect of His being bruised, it 
follows that whoso will not admit that the 
Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities 
must endure and suffer for them himself."



• "Before proceeding to an examination of the 
modern Jewish interpretation of this chapter, 
let me add two further striking testimonies to 
its more ancient Messianic interpretation— 
taken this time, not from any Targum, or 
Midrash, or Rabbinical Commentary, which 
might be said to express the individual opinion 
of this or that Rabbi, but from the Jewish 
liturgy, which may be said to bear upon it the 
seal of the authority and usage of the whole 
Synagogue.



• "The first is taken from the Liturgy for the 
Day of Atonement the most solemn day in 
the Jewish year and reads as follows: "We 
are shrunk up in our misery even until 
now! Our Rock hath not come nigh to us; 
Messiah our righteousness (or 'our 
Righteous Messiah') has departed from us: 
Horror hath seized upon us, and we have 
none to justify us.



• "He hath borne the yoke of our iniquities and 
our transgressions, and is wounded because 
of our transgression. He beareth our sins on 
His shoulder, that He may find pardon for our 
iniquities. We shall be healed by His wound at 
the time the Eternal will create Him 
(Messiah) as a new creature. O bring Him up 
from the circle of the earth, raise Him up 
from Seir to assemble us the second time on 
Mount Lebanon, by the hand of Yinnon."



• "The other passage is also from the 
Machsor (Liturgy for the Festival Services) 
and will be found among the prayers on 
the Feast of Passover. 



• "It is as follows: "Flee, my beloved, until the 
end of the vision shall speak; hasten, and the 
shadows shall take their flight hence: high and 
exalted and lofty shall be the despised one; he 
shall be prudent in judgment, and shall sprinkle 
many! Lay bare thine arm! cry out, and say: 
'The voice of my beloved; behold he cometh!'" 
11." (David Baron, The Servant Of Jehovah: The 
Sufferings Of The Messiah And The Glory That 
Should Follow-An Exposition Of Isaiah 53, 
177-219 (Kindle Edition))


